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Y PREY al woble Gallen,” You Fon fully: exp "refed 
your Zeal to God and his Church in making. Lay for 


Unity in Faith,' and Uniformity in Diſcipline: for,” as our Sas. 


viour ſaid, 4 Kingdom! divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand ; fo 
the fame: mays certainly be ſaid of a:Church, the reaſon. being 
the ſame for both: 'And I call the Searcher of all hearts,theGod 
of life and death, to witneſs, that I would moſt readily, yea 
moſt joyfully ſacrifice. allT have in this world, my life andall, 
that al Non-Conformiſts were reduced to our Church. But it 
falls out moſt ſadly that-your Laws have not the deſired effect, 

our Church is more and more divided ; ſuch is the perverſe na- 
ture of man, Nztz in Vetitum, obſtinately to oppoſe Authority, 
eſpecially:when they can pretend: /the colour of Religion and: 
Conſcience; 'this carries ſo great an applauſeamong the Vulgar 


({tiH envious at Superiors) thatit is, as it were, Nutsto-an-Ape,: 
{weeter-to- them. than any other thing this world aftords : for 
the enjoyment of this they will endure any thing, impriſonm ent, 7 
loſs of . goods, yea ſometime of life alfo. - And this. is it whighe, 


mainlyMonriſhes our Diviſions,.\gives. great advantage te; rok 
growth\pf Popery, and threatens the total ruine of our Chi,” 


theſe out, ſad diviſions, -and not ſeeing thoſe of the Roman- 
Church, or their orols Superſtitions (which their Prieſts con- 
ceal till hy have got men faſt) are caſily, ſeduced by their pre- 
tended Unity, -and daily fall trom us. This makes my heart to 
bleed, and my ſoul with anguiſh ready. to expire,rather than live 
to ſee that diſmal day of relapſe into their manifold Tdolatries. 
Wherefore I humbled mySoul beforeGod in faſting and prayer, 


begging dayly the affiltance of his holy Spirit, to direft. me to. 
ſome healing Salve for theſe our bleeding Wounds: and there-: 


fore I have ſome reaſon to believe, that what is contained in theſe 
following Papers, comes fro the great/'gaodnels of God, who 
never. fails thoſe who ſeek him in humility and: fincerity. both, 

which I am confident I have done ; and this 1 am ſure of, that 


_ no. Worldly deſigns have moved me to this, but have Altea 
2. 


Wo, 


Many who were formerly very zealous for:our Church, feeling 
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ONT P3210 DENCE. At agioh  ISLC. 
* .- | temptedmetogive itoverz lama {6 ſure, that there is nothing 
* contained therein, which is contrary to the known Laws of 
the Land: in this only I confeſs I have tranſgreſſed , in putting 
it forth; without lceriges*and far” this ].beg-ot-God: and yoh, as 
Notes tid: of, Bliſha; iu #051; thing. the Loyd! arid you; pardon 
yokri8&rawt 5 anddibope gion withiay nrmtb{ms as Elgfhadid-un- 
to Nazmay AcGoiy feactsiiand | farther. hope this (ball: not caſt: 
fact a prejudies-upon-it; }as tortakeyou:calkit by, or neactit> 
 withdiſguſt.  Tdo. not expeCt you ſhould/ approve. any thing 
upon.theaccountof. my feeking God inithis,. but upon my Rea- 
ſons! alledged; nor do I expedt: that upon my! Reaſons you: 
ſhould approve all: yet1beſecch you ferwully;confider all, and: 
God of his infinite goodneſs direft you ta.that which may make- 
forthe Unity of our' Church; by yielding to weak ones.(if not 
- witful Ones alſo) as:fat_ as: your Reaſon tand, Conſcience will 
permit; ſure ou caniet fo lohth all condeſcention, as. not to 
| loxth-niorezand deteſt Papal confuſion, -which :certataly comes. 
,qQu:apace-by our divilion:z and'iof. two: evils, both Reaſon-and 
Religion require us:to.chuſe the leſs; now doubtleſs you can- 
at think condeſcention (if evilatall; ſure not) ſo evil as Pa- 
witolatry, and that Papiſtyy is. Idolatry, is ſo clearly proved. 
Learned Dr.'st:Hingfleet, as it were loſt labour: eo. ſay - 
EFit. Condefcention may ſeem in ſome reſpects impru- 
Ft whether inthis conjuntture of affairs 1imprudent, I 
- "*vcicech you again-confider well. The Wiſeſt men have chan- 
oed- their. Counſels and Reſolves upon ſecond thoughts, much 
' more uponexpericnce, and approaching-evils not at firſt difco« 
vered:- Itis xcommonthing with Princes when they ftad their- 
| main enemies power encreaſe much; to-make peace with leſfer.. 
enemies; on'conditions never before to be endured ; Self-pre- 
ſervation beingthe prime principle in all Creatures rational and 
irrational, ſpringing from Nature itſelf, it ſhould 19 nature and” 
reaſon voyer-ballagce any:other conſideration; and whatever is 
done tothisend; if novfl ly done, muſt needs be wiſely done. 
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I moſt humblybeſeech the:All-wife God, and ſole giver of wiſ- 
- dom,  to-pour down his. Holy and Wiſe Spirit upon you. Amer. 
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FYHriſtian Reader, fo T term yore, hoping you 'bave'in forte me. ine 3h oh 
Ad 2 Chriſt, and deſire it more,the ſpirit of methneſs, bumgili v_ ar oy 1 
' tocentſure my errors, and rvegs againſt them, but to pity and extcavou tt 1 
Hife them, if you find any 3 ant Taſſure your int'Ybe wit of # Ehrittion, i jþ«;, 
be far more ready-to recant, thin'td vint an trrir If yh Beet Moice Chriſtianly 
diſpoſed, T rarniRly Veſtch you veud aid fibres, for Th fare You wil be dif- 
plear'd with it © and can you think jt wiſtont torun Wor Felf ines diſpleaſure ? 
enjoy your preſent quiet, and'tet me reſt, | But if you be'fo-Chriftianly diſpoſed as 7 
mentioned , then Tas earne(tly beg of you +9 proceed, to Aiſcover my exrors 217 
amend them. But percbayce you will ack 'who'T am,” why aid T 161 tell you, Ly 
putting my name to this Pampblet? 'T will ingennouſly confeſs the cauſe, 1 an 1 
weak man, of great Paſſions, not able to bear Commendations or Reproach; 11 
ſmall ability puts me out of danger of the firft, but in great fear of the later, 
If by then was 1 ſo forward to publiſh my weakneſs ? to have #3 cured, yet truly ! 
have not been very forward, for'it is now above two years ſince Thad theſs 
thoughts, in which tume T have read and conferred all T could #0 difcover if 1 
were in an error, but for all T yet could meet with, do not find it ſo, but bope al 
1 ſay is with, and that it may be uſefiel to the Publique, in this preſent co::.. 
junGure of affairs, Therefore T proceel, and-in'the'next place moſt humbly bo- 
ſeech all that read this, to lay aſide all bias of intereſt ar education, both ave very 
great, 1am ſure 1fonnd it ſo very long before Iconld maſter them, and that _” 
education moſt difficult ; were it not ſo, there could not be that difference of 7 
pinion in Chriſtian Religion, all allowing the Bible for the R ule of Paich Al1 | 
Papiſts themſelves do not rejed it, but add to it the amthority of the Ch the: 
verily believe there are thouſazds of Papiſis, Lutheran s, Calvini/ts, bott@1rch.” 
ed 8nd Religions, who would lay down their lives for the truth they proffie 5115/1 
yet are divided in opinion meerly by education having in their youth fo immonay, 1, 
ed their own opinions in their mind, as you may ſooner ſeparate their body than, 
their opinion from their Soul, Nay, I bave heard that among 1's Turks there 
are many wiſe and moderate perſons that are as zealous to maiitain their vie | 
diculoss Alcaron as we our Bible z which cannot proceed frum any thing ut © 
the ſlrong bias of education, which ſo wheels about and intoxicatos i, 
And to ſay ſomewhat more particular of our own Nation here, Thoſe that have 
been educated in that way as to fit at the Communion, and baptize their Chile 
drex without the Croſs, had rather omit th:ſc Sacraments tban nf kneeling op: 
the-Croſs ,, and thoſe that have been cducated in kneeling ani croſſing, though 
they acknowledg they are meer Ceremonies indifferent, yet bat rather omit ;be 
Sacraments, than omit the Ceremonies, juſt as if a man bad ra; b-r ſtarve thi 
eat bread baked in a Pan, becauſe he hath uſed bread baked in in Oven, $2, 
that Religion in many is really but their humor, fancy paſſet| for reaſin. 8 16 
c--/yerepd 
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again from Chriſt, who hath aſſured ur,- that ſhall be bis rule, to meet unto us 
the likg,. + Chriſt died for the ſalvation of my poor ſoul as wel, as yourg, contenu 
it not therefore; but endedbonr to refifieit 3 if God bath given you more Rowe 
leds and wiſdome than me, be not high-minded but tear, and let him that 
Hhds take beed leſt he fall. .. Thxs, pray for you, do you the like fur me, and 
- however we differ in Opinion, let us accord in Charity, and in Chrilt Jeſus the 


F - Redeemer of us al, % Amen. #7. 4s, wt 
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Concerning Articles of Faith, 


(&) Har which we commonly call the Apoſtles Creed, if it. 
ze Were not Compoſed by them, yet certainly by Primi- 
3 ive and Apoſtolick Men, and propoſed as the Summe 
"© OJ. '4 of Chriſtian Faith, che Summe total neceſſary to Salva- 
on ESPE Þ-* ton - Ir can" be ſappoſed they lefe out any thing 
FY EY Sb which they thought neceſlary to Salva'ion, they might 
T0 as well have omitted half or all: As one Command- 

ment broken is the ſame in efieX with all, ſo one ne- 

ceſlary Principle of Faith denied, Cancels all, and ſhurs our from Heavn, 
Whea I ſp-ak of believing the Apoſtle; Creed, 1 do not mean, that we b*- 
lieve all chere contained with a D:vine Faith becauſe it is there contained, 
for we have. no aſſurance. that the Apoſtles Compoled that Creetl ; but we 
are ſure all chat is in that Creed, is evident in Scripture to any common Une 
derftanding ; therefore we believe all with a Divine Faith, But I mention this 
Creed only, to ſhew that the Primitive Church received this as the ſum total 
of Faith neceflary to Salvation ; Why not now ? Is the ſtate of Salvation al» 
rered ? If it be comp'cat, what needs any other Article > You would have men. 
improve in Faith, ſo would I, but rather intenſive than extenſive, to confirn- 
it rather than enlarge it; One ſound gra'n of Muſt ard-ſeed 1s better than a buſhet 
of unſound chafhie fluff. * Tis good to know all Goſpe!-Truths, and to believe 
them, no doubt of that 3 but the Queſt on is not what is good, but what is ne... 
cefſary, I pray remember the Treaſurer ro Candace, Q :cen of Ethiopia, whom 
Philip Inftrudted in the” Faith 3 his time of Catcchifing was very ſhort, and: 
ſoon proceeded co Baptiſm, But Philip firſt required a Confeſſion of his faith, 
and the Eunuch made it, and I beſeech you O-ſerve it ; I believe that Feſis 
Chriſt i3 the Son of God : And ftraitway he was Baptized, How ? No more- 
than this 7 No more; This lictle grain of Faith being found, belicved wich all 
h's heart, purchaſed the Kingdom of Heaven : Had he believed che whole 
Goſpel with half his heart, ic had been of leſs value in the fight of God , *Tis 
not the Quantity, but the Quality of our Faith God requireth. But ſure the 
Eunuch was more fully Inſtructedz Ir may be you are ſure of ir, but I] could 
never yet mzet with any aſſurance of ir, nor any grea: probability: of it; I am 
ſure he ſaw Philip no more, and I am ſure Philip required no more, but. 
B | bap:1zed. 
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baptized him on this, and had the Eunuch departed this Life in the ſame in- 
lip parted from him, I believe I have Mee rapes Phat his- 
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FTe f emore the b [ I grant,though no more neceſlary. 
Haſt thou more Faith, have it to thy ſelf before God : happy is he who coudemneth 
not bimſelf in the thing which be. flowerh 3. happy is. he who is cha:;kful ro God 
for having received much, and deſpiſerh not him” that hath received little : God 
Giſpenſerh his gifts and graces according to his free Will and Pleaſure, nor doth 
| he require more of any Man than according to the proportiou he hath given,.no- 


more ſhould we. | | 
No:hing hath cauſed more mifchief in the Church, than the eftabliſhing new 

»nd many Articles of Faith, and requiring all to afſenc unto chem, I am wil- 
ling to believe, that zealous Men endeavoured this with pious intentions to pro- 
mote that which they conceived Truth but by impoting ic on the Difſencers, 
cauſed furious Wars, and lamentable Blood-{hed among Chriſtians, Brother 
Fighting againſt Brother, and Murthering each other. Can there be any ching 
more irrational than to endeavour to promote the rruth of che Gſpel contrary 
to the Laws of the Goſpel ? To break an' evident Commandment to eſtabliſh a. 
doubtful Trach ? I ſay,doubrful ro him oh 'whomit 15 impoſed,though ſeeming 
cleayico hint thac impoſes it, If it were fully expreſs'd in Scripture-words,. 
there would n-ed no new Exprefſion, rio -new Armicle 3; if ir be 'nor fully ex- 
preſt in Scripture, but deduc'd from Sctiprure-Expreſſions , chen what -one 
Man thinks clearly deduc'd, another may think not ſo ; I mean, not another 
zenorant'and weak, but as learned, andasable. Whar more commonthan in 
.. Brvinity and Philoſophy Schools ? One crys, this is a clear Demonſtration; ano- 
; ther crys, no'ſuch matter, bur flatly denies'it, 'Mens underſtandings are as va- 

 rious as their Speech or their Countenance, otherwiſe it were impoſlible chere.. - 
ſhould be ſo many underſtanding and moderate, yea, and conſcientious Men. 
alſo, Papiſts, Lutherans, Calvinifts, all in ſuch Opgonon one againſt another, . 
all believing Scripture, yet fo diflering in the deductions tiom Scripture. 
Fruly, I chiok him very defeRive in Charity however he abound in Faith, 
who thinks all Papiſts, or Lutherans , or Calviniſts malitiouſly .or wilfully. 
blind. _. _ 

As for my- part, I think nothing can be more clearly deduc'd from Scripture, 
nothing more fully expreſs'd in Scripture, nothing more ſuirable co Natural 
Reaſon, than chat na Man ſhould be forc'd to believe, for no Man can be ford. 
' to believe ; you may force a Man to ſay this or that, but nor to believe it. 
Firſt, as to-Reaſon : If you bringa man an evident Demonſttation,and he hath 
a Brain to underſtand your Demenftration, he.can't buc aflenc co it. If you 
hold a clear Printed Book with a clear Candle to a man of clear Eyes and able 
to Read, he will certainly Read 3 burif che Print'be not clear, or the Candie, 
or his Sight not clear,. or he not Lzatned: to Read,” can your torce make him 


Read ? 


Read ? And juſt fo it is with our CA ing, which 1s the eye of our Sou], 
and a demonſtracion being as a Candle to give Light ; if then your demonſtrati- 
"on or deduCtion, or his underſtanding bz not clear, or he not learned, you 
"may with a club daſh out his brains, but never clear them. He then that be- 
lieves the Scripture, can*c but believe what you clearly demonſtrate from Scrip- 
ture, if he hath clear brains ; if be hath nor,your force may puzle and puddle bis 
:brams more by the paſſion of anger and hatred, make him abhor you and your 
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arguments, but never lovingly embrace you or them : and thus you may ha- 
zard his Soul by hatred, and your own Soul alſo, by provoking him to it, bur 


never ſave his Soul by a true belief, But perchance you will conclude, he doth 


not believe the Scripture, becauſe he doth not believe your arguments from 
Scripture 3 (a ſtrange concluſion) bur what then ? would you, can you force him 


to believe the Scripture ? can you drive faith like a nail into his head or hearc 


with a hammer ? nay, 'cis not in a mans own power to make himſelf believe 
any thing farther then his Reaſon ſhews him, much leſs divine things 3 this is 
the peculiar work of Grace; and if Faith be the gift of God, your Argument 
cannot give it, nor your Hammer force it ; Arguments may be good Induce- 
ments, and if right, will prevail wich choſe to believe whom God bath ordain=- 
ed co Ecernal Life, but no other 3 Preaching the Word is the means God him- 


df!f hath appointed, bur as for force, I can'c find in the Goſpel either com- 


mandmenr or countenance giyen for ir, If the Scripture command to ſpeak 


_ theeruth in love, co inftru& our Brother in the ſpirit of meekneſsz if weare to 


pray and beſeech him-to receive the grace of God, can any thing be more con« 
trary £0 Scripture Rule, than force and violence ? ro what purpoſe then is force, 
fince it cannot make him believe the Goſpel ? and if he doth believe the Go- 
ſpe], he will, I am ure, he cannot chuſe but believe what you clearly ſhew him is 
contained there (ſuppoſing his brain to be clear) and I amallo ſure,if he believe 
what 1s clearly concained, he need not believe anything elſe, The Scripture 
1s our Rule of Faith complear and fall, the Scripture it ſelf tells us ſo, Fobn 20, 
31:Theſe things are written that you might believe, and believing ye might bave lifes 


and our Saviour tells us, That in them we bave Eternal Life, Foba 5. 39. and 


2 Tim, 3. 15.. St. Paul tells us, The Scriptures ore able to make us wiſe unto ſal= 
vation, through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus \ all Scripture is given by inſpiration 
of God, and is profitable for dofirine, for reproof, for corregion, for Inſtrudion 13 
righteouſneſs, that the man of God may be perfe&, throughly furniſhed unto all good 
works. And | beſecch all men furrher co conſider what 1s {a1d, Dex. 12. 32. Thots 
ſhalt not add thereto, nor diminiſh from it 4, and likewiſe how they.will avoid che 
Curſe in the laſt of the Revelations, if they- add to the words there writers 
and ſurely *tis the ſame-C:ime to add to,any other Book of Scripture, IF ir be 
anſwered, They do no. require us to behieve it to be $criprure, I.reply, They 
require men to believe ir as Scripture, with-D.vine Faith, which is as bad, they 
make their own words-<qual with Gods word ; or if they ſay, they require 
not Divine, Faith, then I amſure it is no matter of Salvation whether I believe 
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;t or no, huniane Faith cannot ſave, Thus you ſee how impertiuent,how irratio- 
- nal, how impious it is, to require a man tobclieve any thing more than is clear- 
:1y contained in Scripcure 4 and it it beclearly contained there, he that believes 
' Scripture and ſees it- clearly contained chere, can't but believe it ; if he do nor ſee 
-jt clearly contzined there, you car'c force either his ſight or his Faith. Your 
force may make him blinderzbut never fer clearer ;' may make him an Hypocrite, 
no true Convert, | 
 Aeain, I defire all'men foberly to confider, Are not the prime and moſt ne- 
ceſlary Principles of Faich, the Trinity, three Perſons and one God, the Incar- 
nation of Jeſus Chriſt, che ſame perſon ro be God and Man, the Reſurrection of 
the D:adzchat we ſhall riſe with the ſame Body,when one body may be cacen and 
converted into ſeveral bodies, and ſuch like : Are they nor things far above the 
- higheſt reaſon and ſharpeſt underſtanding that ever had Man ; yet we believe 
them, becauſe God (who cannot lye) hath declared them : is ir not then a ſtrange 
| thing for any man to take upon him to declare one tittle more of them then God 
| _ hath declared, ſecing we underſtand not what is declared ; I mean we have no 
| comprehenſive knowledge of the matter declared, bur only a believing knowledge, 
-our Faith not our Reaſon reaches it : the Apoſtles by the Scriptures teach us this, 
-not the Schools by Syllogiſmes, It then our Reaſon underſtands not what is 
declared, How can we by Reaſon make ary dedution by way of Argumeat from” 
that which we underſtand not ? As for Example, Some hold, That the Holy 
Ghoſt proceeds from the Father and the Son 3; ſome, that he proceeds from the 
Father by the Son, 1 pray, Doth any man underſtand how che Holy Ghoſt 
proceeds from the Father, from the Son, or by the Son ? no certainly, how 


v then can he affirm or believe a titxle more of the HolyGhoſt than the Holy Ghoſt 


hath declared ? Seeing, as I faid, he underſtands! not at all what ;s declared, 
Diſcourſe muſt be of things intelligible, rhough Faich believes things not intelli- 
gible, Can any wan prove, that Rotation and Circulation are all one,who un- 
dexſtands not what Rotation or Circulation is ? the like may be ſaid of proceſſion 
or miſſioa of the Holy Ghoſt, The Scripture plainly cells, That che Holy Ghoſt 
proceeds ſrom the Father, and that he 1s ſent by the Father, chat he is ſent alſo b 

the Son ; but whe: ber he proceeds from the Son or by the Son, the Scripture is 
fitenr, and I amtherefore ignorant, having no knowledge at all of any D.vine 
My ſteries bus from the Scriptures, I grant, That by rational deductions and_hu- 
mane way of argumenring, 'tis hey that the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from the 
Son as from the Father 3 bur if in Divine matters we once give way to humane 
deduRions, a cunning. Sophiſter may ſodn lead a weak Diſputant into many 
Errours, By humane deduQtions you may infer, that the Son is infericur to the 
Father as begotren by him,the Holy Ghoſt inferiour to both, being ſent by bothz 
wich us the leſs is ſent by the greater z by humane deduRion from three di- 
ſin& perſons you may prove three diſtinct ſubſtances ; I hope you will make 


| no ſuch inferences in the Divine Perſons, Again, What a bulineſs have the 


School-Mcn made about theſe words of our Saviour 3 This is My Body : with 
| | | their 


-* their preicatum, and ſubjeQum, and copula,and individuum vagum, in the pro- 
- noun This. Innumerable are their intricace Impertinencies in this matter, and 
: in their conclufronsz The Papiſts hold Chriſt tv be preſent in the Sacramenc 
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Tranſubſtantialiter z the Lutherans,Conſubſtantialiter \ the Caluinifts, Sacramen- 
zaliter 3- and yet all 'confeſs they underſtand none of theſe ways ; as St. Pax} 
faich, Deſiring to be Teachers, they underſtand not what they ſay,. neither whereof 
they affirm, 1 Tim. 1,7. Had the Scripture affirmed any of theſe ways, we 


; ought to have ſubmitted our Reaſon in things above Reaſon, though we under- 


ſtand chem nor, and *cis reaſonable ſo to do 3 but to go about to prove by rea- 


ſon what is above reaſon, 1s wonderful ; and co diſcourſe of what we under. 


Rand nor, is doubtleſs a ſpice of madnels ; andthe concluſions we draw. from 
ſuch diſcourſes, muſt needs be very dangerous, we following the ignem fatuum, 


the uncertain light of Humane reaſon in Divine matters, #2 totally beyond our 
,reach : Wherefore we have no other ſafe way to ſpeak of Divine matters buc 


in Scripture Language, zþſſimis verbis, with the very ſame words, according 
to that, 2 Tim. 1-13, Hold faſt the form of ſound words which thin haſt heard of 


. me in Faith : Mark, Hold faſt not onely che matter of Faith, bur the form of 
- ſound words, thiſe are ſafe ; humane words in divine and high Mylteries are | 
- dangerous ; Man can no more ſet them forth in humane words, than expreſs 
. the Divine ſnbſtance by hamaue painting, *cis the ſole work of the Holy Ghoſt. 


who is allo D:vine. | | 
There hath nor been a greater plague to Chriſtian Religion than School-Di- 
vinity, where men take upon them the liberty to propoſe new Queſtions, make 
nice diſtinRions and raſh concluſt»3s of Divine maccers, toſſing them up and 
down With their Tongues like Tennis Balls; and from hence proceed all the 
dangerous Hereſfies, and cruel bickerings about them, falling from words to 


blows. The firſt Divinity School we read of, was ſet up at Alexaudriz by 


Pantenys 3 and from thence ſoon after ſprang forth that damnable Herefie of 
the Arrians, which over-ran all Chriſtendom, and was the cauſe of deſtruction 
to many Millions of Chriſtians both Body and Sol, The Hereſfies before - 
this were fo groſs and ſenſual, that none took them up but diflvlute or frantic 
people, and ſoon vamiſh'e, but after this School ſubtile way of arguing was - 
brought into Chriſtianicy, Herefie grew more refined, and foſubtile, that the - 
plain and Pious Fathers of the Church knew not how to lay hold of it and re. 
preſs ir, che School diſtinRions and evalions quite bafAzd them: . and theſe So: - 
phiſters, proud of cheir conqueſt; triumphedand carried away x ſpecious ap- 
pearance of Truch as well as Learning, ( or rather cunning ) taſomuch chat 
many godly perſons were alſo deluded and fell in untothem, and mai: y of their - 
Herefies continue unto this day, This great bane of the Church cook it's - 
riſe from hence z Many of the Primitive Doors and Fathers -bc1ig converted * 
from Heatheniſm, and having by long and great Induſtry acquired much 
knowledge in natural Philaſophy, Antiquity, Hiſtory, and ſubtil Logick or 
Sophiſtry, were very unwilling to abandon quite theſe their long ſtudied and: 


, dearly beloved Sciences, ( falſly ſs called ) ang rears tranſlated. chem into 
 _ Chriſtianity, applying their School terms, dj nChons, Syllogiſmeg, 8c. co 7 
Divine matters; intending perchance, through indiſcreet zeal, to lluftrace and 
imbelliſh Chriſtian knowledge with ſuch artificial forms and figures, but ra- 
ther defaced 'and ſpoyled it 5 which the wiſdom of St, Paul well foreſaw, and 
, therefore forewarned us of it, ; Col. 2.8, Beware. leſt any man ſpoil you through 
Philoſopby and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the Rudiments of the 
TWorld, and not after Chviſft. I humbly conceive it had been far beccer for them, 
and all Chriſtendom, had they determined with St, Paul, To know aothing but 
Chriſt and bim Crucified and not to intermingle mans Wiſcon and excellency 
of ſpeech with Divine Khowledge and Scripture DoCtrine, which is co be taught 
by the demonſtration of the Spirit and of power, as 1t is ler forth 1 Cor, 2, not with 
Logical Syllogiſms and Sophiſtical Enthymems 3 for as the wiſdom of God 

- was fooliſhneſs to the Greeks and Gentiles, ſo the wiſdom of the Greeks and 

. Gentiles was fooliſhneſs to God, and deſtruction to his Church ; who by the 

fooliſhneſs of preaching had overcome all their wiſdom, and c:privated their 
underſtandings in obedience to the. Faith, But when the Chriitian Dottors 
left this plain and ſimple way of preaching, and fell to cunning diſputing, in- 
rroducing new forms of ſpeech and nice expreſſions of cheir own coyning, ſome 
approving, ſome oppoſing them, great Diſcords, Wars and Centufions ſoon 
:followed., Had that moſt Prudent and moſt Pious Conſtantixe the firſt and beſt 
of Chriſtian Emperours, had he purſued his own intentions to. ſuppreſs all 
diſputes and all new queſtions of God the Son, both Homooufian and Homoioa- 

- fon, and commanded all to acquieſce in the very Scripture expreſſions with< 
out any addition, I am confident the. Arrian Hereſie had ſoon expired ; bur 
by continual diſputation the heat. of Paſſion was raiſed, and the: matter pur- 
ſued. with far more violence, which at length grew into:rancour and malice 
.Jrreconcileable : For ſome Godly B'iheps ( 1 humbly conceive more zealous 
than diſcreet ) would not reſt ſatisfied unlels the Arriays were f-rced either to 
ſubſcribe to the new word Homoowſizn,- or to quit their Livingsz and this cau- 
ſed that great Perſecution againſt the Orthodox, where the Arrians prevailed ; 

whereas by filence impoſed on all parties, the malice, rancour, periecution, war 
all had been preveniced, and the Truth ſpoken in love, would at length moſt pro- 
bably have prevailed. : For, was nor the Goſpel ar firſt planted this way ? 
preaching, and praying men to receive1t ? by thus way of weakneſs it prevailed ; 
for the weak things of God are .ftrouger than men. But when men will bewiler 
than God, andin their fooliſh wiſdom think: ic fic to add their ſtrength to 
Gods. weakneſs, as a ſpeedier and ſurer way'ro eſtabliſh the Truth, God to 
convince thetn of their-folly, ſuffers that; ſtrong man the Enemy of the Goſpel 
( whom none bur his Almighty Arm can bind and maſter. ); ro come and {owe 
Tris caresof diviſion, whuch ſoon over-runs the good ſeed of the Church,and brings 
all to confuſion. 7 forgo | 


Gees RF | 
- But what then ? Would I have all heretical Opinions broach*d and ſpread 
. abroad without any Controul ? Ate not Princes and Magiſtrates to be Nurſing 
Fathers unto the Church? Muſtthey not add the Power of the Sword to that 
of the Word? Not hold the Sword in vain, but for the puniſhment of evil Do- 
ers, 8&c. All this I grant, and defire as much as any man, thar both Prince and 
Paſtor would hold faſt the Faith once delivered to the Saints, fally declared and 
contained in Scripture z. let them ſuffer no new DoQtine to be ſer on foot, cer- 
tainly ſuperfluous, ( the Scripture being al-ſufficient ) and probably dangerous, . 
as being of Man, and not: of God, who having given ns a compleat Rule of 
Faith and Life, by his Prophets, Apoftles, and his only Son, we have no reaſon. 
| 10 believe any New Do&rine proceeds from him ; therefore St. Paul is very 
bold, and crieth our, If an Angel from Heaven Preach unto you any other Goſpet- 
than is already preached, let him be accurſed, The Magiſtrate then is to counte= 
nance and proted& the Paſtor preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt, to ſilence, op- 
poſe, puniſh all that preach any thing contrary, or not clearly contained in the 
Goſpel. Herefies never at firſt appear in their own natural ſhape, but diſguiſed 
with ſpeciovs pretences drawn from ſome obſcure places of Scripture, capable: 
of various Interpretations, and thus having gotten footing, by degrees they 
lay afide their Diſguiſes, and march on bare-fac'd. Thetcfore both Paſtor and- 
Magiſtrate ought to be very watchful, and oppoſe all beginnings ever ſo ſpe- 
.cious, as dangerous, or at leaft ſuperfluous, as I ſaid, Let the Paſtors at firſt 
endeavour. by plain and found Doctrine to [top the months of Gain-fayersz bur 
if theſe turbulent ſpirits will not be ſtopt, neither by Admonirions nor Entrea-- * 
ties, then let che Paſtors proceed to the Power of the Keys ; which, were 1t- 
uſed with that Gravity and Severity as it was in the Primitive times, would. 
have great effe&t; that is, were it uſed in a ſolemn Aﬀlembly, by the Reverend 
Biſhop and his Clergy, (not by Lay-Chaticellors and their Surrogates) and the 
perſon Excommunicated and ſhut our of the Church, were likewiſe excluded: 
from all Converſation and Commerce,every own ſhunning his company as a per«- 
ſon inſeted with the Plague, (fo it was of Old,and fo it ought to be now,and {> 
it wouſd be now, if Men made any Conſcience of their ways) this I am confi. 
dent would reduce many. a one : Bur if after this, any peiſevere in their perverſe 
ne(s,then the Magiſtrate may doub:leſs by his Power,uſed with Chriſtian mode-- 
ration, endeavour to ſtop the ſpreading of the Contagion, and do whar in wif. 
dom he thinks meet to preſerve the purity and peace of Church and S:ate,urging: 
againſt them that Scripture, Haſt thou Faith, have it to thy ſelf before God, Rom... - 
1I'4. 22, Or that, Give #one offence neither to the Few #or to the Geniile, nor to the - 
Church of God, x Cor.10.32, Or that, Gal,5.12. I would they-were even cut off © 
that trouble you, St. Paul was not here 18 jeſt, dut in great earneſt, as appears- 
by his continued fervency all along this Epiſtle 3 and doubtleſs he means nor here - 
a cutting off from the Church by way of Excommunication, for that was in- 
his power co do ; Why then ſhould he wiſhit ? Nay, they had cut themſelves: 
off. from the Church-before , certainly, then he means a.cutting oft.by the CivjI? 
| 2 Wer, 


Power, which then was Heathen, and therefore St, Pax} would not have ic 
made uſe of by Chriſtians ; for he would not allow them ro appeal to unbelie- 
ving Magiſtrates, no not in Civil things, 1 (or. 6. much leſs in Spiricual chings, 
Wherefore when Sc, Paul wiſhes they were cut off, he wilhes there were a fit- 

ting Power, that is,' a Chriſtian Magiſtrate to puniſh or baniſh thoſe char crou. 

"ble the Church of Chriſt with D>Arines apparently concrary to the clear Texr, 

_.and ſuch as are deſtruive to Chriſtianity; I dare go no further, But as for 
thoſe who keep their erroneous Opinions to chemſelves, who neither publiſh 
nor pratice any thing to the diſturbance of the Church or Stare, bur osly re. 
fuſe ro conform to the Churches eſtabliſhed DoRrine or D.ſcipline, pardon 
meif I ſay, that really I cannot find any warrant, or ſo much as any hint from 
the Goſpel, to uſe any Force to compel them and from Reaſon (ure there 
is no Motive to uſe Force; becauſe, (as I ſhewed before) Fo; ce can'c make a 
man belieye your DoRrine, but only as an Hypocrite, Profels what he believes 
not, | ; 

I know full well, there is a common Objection agzinſt this, taken from 
St, Auſtin, who was long of my Opinion, bur ſeems to be altered on this occa- 
fion. Some Hereticks Doxatiſts, came to him 1n his latrer days, and gave 
thanks, that the Civil Power was made uſe of to reſtrain them z confelling, 
that was the Means. which brought them to confider more calmly their own 
former extravagant Opinions, and ſo brought them home to the true Church. 
This ObjcRion is eafily anſwered. Firſt, the Doxatifts are well known to have 
been a Se, not only erroneous in Judgment, bur very turbulent in Behaviour, 
always in ſeditious Practices and in that caſe I ſhew'd before how the Civil 
Magiſtrate -may proceed to Puniſhment z but our caſe is not in repreſſing' ſe- 
ditious PraQiices, but enforcing a Confeſſion of Faith, quice of another na- 
eure, Then ſecondly, to:anſwer more particularly this ſtory, I-ſuppoſe there 
is no man ſuch a ſtianger tro the Worid, as to be 1gnorant that there are Hypo- 
crites in it ; and ſuch (for ought we know) theſe ſeeming converted Donatiſts 
might be, who for love of this World more than for love of the Truth, forſook, 
their heretical Profeſſion, though not their Opinion 3 who, conſcious 'to them- 
ſelves of their own Diſſimulation, and deſirous to ger favour with St. 4uftin, 
a Perſon of great Veneration and Authority withall , related unto him this 
ſpecious Story, which St, Anſtin's great Charity was apt to believe, as Sc, Paw! 
ſaith, believeth all thingsz and from hence concludeth,that it might be lawful co 

' uſe the Power of the Civil Sword, to reduce Hereticks to the Church, Bur un. 
leſs it can be evidenced that theſe Donatifts Hearts were changed as well as their 
Profeſſion, ( a thing impoſſivle co frove } all this proves nothing, Thirdly, 
Pur the Caſe their Hearts were really changed as to matter of Belief, ?cis evi- 


dent their Hearts were very worldly ſtill, groveling on the Earch, nor one ftep 
nearer Heaven ; our Saviour faith, An evil Tree bringeth not forth good Fruit 
and ſure their Hearts was evil, which was'far more moved for the quiet enjoy- 
ment of this Worlds.good, than for the bleſſed enjoyment of Chriſt. Fourth- 


ly, Though we farther grant, that che pruning of the Magiſtrates Sword did 
*M _ (7; 
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really corre the viticuſheſs of the Tree,and made ir bring forth ſome good 
Fruit , yet ſhall we do evil, that good my come. of it ? God forbid, faith St: 
Pail. Pur the cafe, Malchxy had been converted by St, Peters Cutting off his 
Ear, this would not have exeufed St. Peters a&, which our Saviour {o 
ſharply reproved and threatned with periſhing by the Sword , and gave 
him thereaſon whe he ought not to uſe* the Sword-in his cauſe ; Thinkeſt 
thou that I cannot pray unto my Father, aud he will preſently give me more than 
twelve legions of Angels ?  Canſt' thou” do any thing more prejudicial to the 
honour of "my God-head , 'than to think T want the help of Man'to de- 
fend me? And according to this may our Saviour ſay ; Thinkeſt thou that 
I cannot pray unto my Father, and he ſhall give me more than twelve mil- 
lions of Souls to worſhip my Name ? or canſt thou do any thing to ecliſpe 
more the pcwer and glory of the Goſpel , which I have ordained to be let 
up by weakneſs and tooltfhneſs of Preaching \ and thereby to ſubdue both 
the wiſdom, of the Greeks and the powet' of the Gentiles i'As Imny ſelf 
have conquered all Enemies by preaching and ſuffering , fo muſt my Difct- 
ples tread in my ſteps. "And juſt ſo we find that the Goſpel was moſt mi- 
riaculcuſſy advanced over all the world by preaching and ſuffertag tor it, 
not by compelling others to it, ?Tis evident that upon preaching of the 
Goſpel, as many as were ordained to God by Eternall Lite, belleve : and 
{ufely thoſe who are 'no*+ ordaina by Gott to Erecnall Life , cat neverbe 
_ brought thither by the ordinanteor power of Man'::*. whetefore when the 
Miniſteis' have preached .and prayed , they have performed all they can 
do, the reſt mult be left to the Tuſtiſie or Mercy of God, who hath mercy 0: 
whom be. will: have mcrey , and whom he' will he bardenetey fo,- thar the 
Tapes 20002 . In this. world.fha}] not. enter” their het more than an 
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Alf ihis. I ſay_in reference” to Thipelliny Meg to! believe! of conform, 
ſtill reſerving to the Mapiſtrate power”, 'accordiny to Seripture ; To puniſh 
5 do: publiſh or co pra- 
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tian-Patience, to.the loſs of Goods, Liber 
to bear it , but rejoyce.m It ;, and I am 
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to preſerve iimlelf frgm perſecution ;"abſolutely declares himſelf, ciher 
2 ſtark Fool, ora ſky k Atheiſt 3 ejther Ne believes chere is no ſuch Re- . 
ward; or is:mad to1re;s | LDE epporgynity of; gaining it ; and ſfoat the 
beſt is fit, for-Bedlam, at the wotſtfor-fhe: 


12M Appendix to the former Subjed. 


Efore IL leave. this matter of, Impoling new Articles of Faith, I'deſire 
B to ſpeak a word or T we.concerning the Authority of Councels, and 
Fathers; in relation toic., Sap arr 

When the Superſtitions, and the Abuſes of the Popiſh Church,eſpecially 
inthe matter of Indzlgences grew ſq very grols, as net longer to be endu- 
red. Luther, Melandon,Occolompadins,Bucer,and diyers others oppoſed them; 
and coming to difpute with their Adverſaries about thele things,the Popiſ 
Dottors laying no Scripture for their Errors, quoted fſeyeral Fathers and 
Councils, - to- give countenance .unto them The Evangelical Dofors ( lo 
called; becauſe they chiefly urged Evangelium- the Goſpel, for thedefence of 
their Doftrine-) were mot of them bred up from thetr Infancy 1n the Po- 
rf} Church, and therein raught even to adcreall Councils and Fathers; 
and ( education being of great force to command and aye both the Wills. 
and Judgments of Men ) made them. very ſhieandtimorous to rejeft thar 
aut hority,which they had long reverenced 3,11 modeſty therefore fome of” 
the Evangelical Doftors were Content tC admit the authority of Fathers 
and Councils for three or four of rhe firft Centuries, ſome admitted five or 
ſix,whereby;they.were reduced ſomerimes to great ſtreights In their Diſpu- 
rations + For thqugh, neither, all,nor;half rhe Popiſþ Errors,can be tound in 
the Councils and Fathers of theſe Centuries, yet ſore of them were crept 
very. early..into the Chuych.- Thi SHE iGn of -the Croſs.and'Chryſme 
was in uſe in the ſecondCentury : The Melexary. Errot got footing about 
that time; the neceſſity of Infants receiving the Bleſſed Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper came in-{00n after: Ahour the fourth Century there was fome 

' touches in Oratory Sermons by way ef-RhetoricalE)aculations,like praying 
ro Saints,but long after came to be formally uſed az; now in Churches;and 
fo Superſtitions came. in,ſome at one time,ang ſome at atiother. The Papiſts 
themſelves:do not receive all theſeErrors, but rejet ſome,” a that of the 
Millenaries, andthe neceſſity of Infants receiving the Lords Supper. Now 
Fask firſt the Papiſts by what rule they retain fomeof theſe things, and re- 
ze others ? Secondly, I askthe Evangelical, by what rule they ſubmit to 


the authority of ſome Centuries, and refuſe others ? Both will anſwer re, 
| Becauſethey believe ſome to be erronequs ſome fo be Orthodox. Whereby 

2tisevident;rhat neither ſubmit to Fathers Authority,as commandi.;g their 

dgments; but receive their Opinions as agreciny with their Judgments, 

- this is evidently true, and clearly rational, and fully azrees with the Rules 
ay | _— _ given 


Gallowes, now jet him chuſe, 
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given by ſome of the Fathers, as St. Cyprian and St. Auftin,two as generally 


and as deſervedly reverencel as any in the Chi iſtian Church. St. Cyprian 
tells us, that the very Prepoſit#s.(which we call-Biſhop )is to be guided by his 


* own reaſon and conſcience, -andreſponſible;only to God for his Doftrine. 


St. Auftin tells 11s, that heſubmits to no Docior of the Church ever ſo learn- 


ed, ever ſo holy, any further: then he proves his Dodtrine by Scripture or. 


reaſon, and deſires none ſhoulddo otherwiſe by him; this plain and raitional 
dealing; had the Evangelicall/Dadtors taken this courſe 1n.the beginning, 
they hatſaved themſelves from-many: intricate troubles which their in-brec 


over-revence to antiquity entangled them in: But ſure they needed nor 


have been ſo ſcrupulous inthis matter, ſeeing thereis-ſcarce any, one Father 
whoſe Authority the Papiſtsrhemſe}ves do not in fome particular, or other 


rejeA; though orher whiles when;heſpeaks for them, they cry. it upto that 
height, as if it wereeven amatrer of dawnation not to ſubmit unto it, _ T. 
ſay not thisas if T would;have antiquity wholly rejefted, by no means, but. 


to conſult the Fathers withgreat regard as Expoſiters of Scriptures,and at- 
rentively obferve what-they ſhew us from-thence, I am not ofthoſe who 


admire the great knowledge in divine matters revealed in this latter Age of 


the world, do not think thereare any now ſo likely to diſcover thetruth 
of Goſpel myſteries as rhoſe of antienr dayes. As fer that ſaying, A Pigme ſer 
on 2 Giants ſhoulder, may fee more then the Giant : pardon meitf I callita 
ſhallow anda filly fancy; nothing:to our purpoſe ; for our queſtion is not of 
ſeeing more, but of the clear diſcerning and Judging thoſe things wee 


all ſee, but are in doubt what they mean , if a Pigme and a Giant ſee 


a Beaſt at a miles diſtance ; and are in diſpute.whether it be a Horſeor en 
Oxe, or Pigme ſet «n the Giants ſhoulder, is never the nearer difce-ning 
what is it , which depends on theſharpneſs offight , net the hight of his 


ſhoulders!: Now that the antient and holy Fathers ofthe Church were more 


{piritual , and conſequently ſharper ſighted/in ſpiritual, things than we car- 
nal creatures of this latterage, is evident by their Spiritual holy Lives : The 
#atnral Man receiveth not the things of thes pirit of God. neither can be know them 


" becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, x Cor; 14; And how natural, how car- 
 na\,how purblind we are; is too too viſible, Beſides, a purblind mai near 
th2 obje&t, willdifcernit betterthan'a much, ſharper ſight at greater diſtance _ 


as 'wc 2re: Forifyou ask thoſe jJofty conceited Pigmns , why they give 
more credit to the Fathers of che ſecond and third Century , than to thoſe 
of the ſixth or ſeventh ; they anſwer, Becauſe thoſe that lived -nearer the 
dayes of Chriſand us Apiſttec, are itkelyer ro know their minds better than 


thoſe ofremoterand corrupted Ages; thereaſon is good.but mightily can-* 


fouudstgoſe who liveat' the very fPot of the Hill.in_the valy of darkneſs 
and in all Iniquity , 'and therefore not ſolikely to diſcern the.truth of the 
dofrineof Chriſt, preach t'on' the tap of Mount Sinai, as thoſe who lived 
in higheraſcents. Wherefore ſhall alwayes hearkey with duereyerence 
unto what thoſe Primitive. Holy F a at » an] the'more holy and 
2 more 
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more aneien  doubtiſ-more tobe regarded. - And yet ſeeing that Fenens, 


al\\ before him'Papires, held to be a Diſciple of St. John the Aye; taught 
the error of the-Milletoattes, tejefted now by all the Church, why might not 
others to ſoas well as they ? and therefore there can be no ceatainty of their 


DovArine fither than-they ſheiv 11s clearly from Scripture , which ought to | 


be our only Rule of Faith ,, as F ſhewed before. But in any point of Reii- 

giofheither of Fatth or Lifcipline, ifatter diligenrand bumblc tearch of. Scci- 
prurs; the.nmtter be devubrfld, heis.certathly!T woubbſo much reverence an- 
thquiry as'to* Lbs whar | found: approved:of by the: greater-numbver. of 
arftient Fathers; an! what I'foundgenerally approved by. them, though 
my own JutSementc dit! nweh imcliners the contrary , yer I would recieve 
ir,.un'efs ittappeare:{ to meflathys oppotite' to Scripture; which we believe to: 


be the Word of God; thwnitweredamaariow is me to: forſake-that, and- 


hearken to the words &fFartiers oniedrrhy ov Angles coming from Heaven, 
til] they could make niexnderiand then wordagtdeed with Gods Word, I 
mult be fired by Faith-in God:abdChrifts and not by faith in-Men or An- 


gels, © And now | ſhall be-boldtomake this afſertion 3, That the Man who 


reads; Scripture humbly and'attentively,.. faſts and prayes to God earneſtly , 
confults'bis paſtors aud Teachers carefully: andrinodeftlyz:. and;yer after all 
continues in fomie error by blind- ignorance antt miſtake of Scriptu:e (if 
lk ' a thing” was)” or ever will be fwfered by the infinite goodneſs of 


God) that "Man-ſhall ſooner be faved,, 'thair' he: who receives a true opi> 


niop from the Authorityof Men, which he ſoberly; conceives. to be con-. 


trary ta Scriprure;; for *tis all one ro! him, .a3.tbit were really ſo; all chings- 


ate unclein to him'that befteves. chem uncleaa ,, fo-all things are ,dam- 
n flatly comrary' to Stripture;) -Letno-mancountme a libertine in-faith,. 
becauſe F would 'nexher eompeh,nor te competed toſubmit-to the Doftrines 
of Men, I truſt in-God; no Man ſhall 'out-go me in zealous coutening for 
the Faith oace delivered'tothe Sainti., once for aj}, never toreceliveany new 


o 


Dorine, , any other Goſpel chan-thav preached by Ghryt.and his: Apoſtles , 


herein T am no Libertine; by God? gracious affiiſtange,neither Men nor An» 
gels ſhall make me recede From one tietle ofrhis, or to-embrace with divine 
faith one tittle more thanthis, 'for-doubrlel ir is firigreacer Idolatry to be- 


lieve.in Man, than to facrifice ts Many more to givehim my heart, than my: 


| hand.” And yer notwichitatiding all this, {no:Maw' is forwardder thay my 

ſelf re receive from others humane dofrines as, kumare;that!is,L believe it 1s 
not only. poiMible Bur probbikalls.ghat anorhetintay, have more natural un- 

derſtanding, more-acquiredfearning riar wy elf, and fa-may. find out that 
in Scripture , "or from''Scriptitte, or by'reafon which cannot;do my. {elf 
lt yer 1 cin have no poſſibleafirance thar the Dottrine he delivers to. me 
abſolute!y true, becaufe I hive afſuranne thar *tis poſlible for himto.erre, 
and.then,I can have.no affurance bur that he may. errein.that eoocane 
CO n+ oma S991 Hol Svimui ds ods cont ad: 
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ue 2 on that believes them damnable:; a3 he: muſt do; who believes- 
the 
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he now. delivers -me, There is no Man I ever heard or read of, to 
whom I could more reaily ſubmit than to St. Aſtin, aperfon of won- 
dertull ſharpreſs in underſtanding , and yet of great modefty ; no way 
affe&ing to take new Opinions, much lets to impoſe them on others, 
Now I pray conſider , how can we have tilurance of any Doftrine he 
deſivers more than another , I meanafſurance from his own authot ity or 
realon(what he delivers from Scripture autherity is another matter ; ) we 
believe St. Auſtin erred in fome things whereot he was moſt contident 3 he” 
believed it. abſolutely neceſſary for Children to receive the Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper , as I ſay'd ; he believed it a dire@ hereſie to hold there 
wereany Antzpodes: LaGtentius inorher great Wit and great Scholar, be- 
lieved the. like, wi: h-di-ers ethers. , who then can doubt bur that, they 
might be miſtaken in other thinys alſo» Whe: efore ler God be true, and 
all. ren lyars, in this eaſe, to deliver yes materially ; that is falfittes 
for truths. 4 Ci” Cn 
What I have ſaid of Fathers, muſt certainly hold good ef Counſels alfo, 
though ever ſo general , ever ſo Primitive ; for chis and that Father may , 
and have crred ; ſurely than that and that may alſoerre ; T can have no 
aſſurance in_Men, nor can 1 be faved by faith: in Men The generall Obje- 
ion, made againſt this, is, The promiſe which Chrit made unto his 
Church , That the gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt it , and that he wonld 
be with the Apeſtles unto tbe Worlds end, &s for that other. faying of our 
Saviour He that will uct hear the Church, let him be ts thee as an Heathen and 
a Publican, I cart but wonder that Men of any brains or modeſty ſhould 
fo groſly abuſe this ſaying ,. ſpoken of ſeveral differences betweertMan and 
Man, to. be referred to the termination of the Church, that 1s the Con- 
oregaticn of the Faithful, which they uſually and by order ſhould affemble 
fir; and 1efer this to' the Churcly in genera!) matters. of Fairly, not in 
the leaſt pointed at there, Whetefoie I paſs this over as very imperti- 
nent, and proceed to anſiwer the former Objefion of more weight, yet no- 
way: concluding as they would have it ; No Man in the Chriſtian World 
can more firmly believe than 1.do,: . That the gates of Hell ſhall not pre-. 
vail againſt it, aud that Chriſt will be with his Churct unto the end of 
the World; but I do not believe., nor am I bonnd by Scripture to believe” 
ſuch Expoſitions as «he Popiſh Churchy makes of his place. By whatau- 


thority doth the Romiſh Church challenge themſelves to be Expoſitors3. 


of Scriptures.more than other Ghurches ? L find nothing for if in Scriptnre,. 


x $ py 


which is my Rule of Fatth;; \I-proceed. then x0,the buſineſs, of zeneral 


_— ” 


Councels, Whether they way. enrein [c ze poings of Faith; and,why not? 


Allthe  Evangclical. Doters. grant the Jater genera] Councels tive erred , 
iflo; why not the former ? what promiſe had the former from Chrift more: 
than thelater? what period is there ſet ip Scripture for their not erring, 
&r What promiſe is there. at all for any cnt:to ere? Thegotes of He 11 ſhall 


: 
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#1t prevail againſt the Church , T grant , what's this to a GenezallCouncel? . | 
nor the thouſand part of the Clergy, not the thoufan1 thouſand part of 


the Church, which in Scripture is alwayes put forthe whole Boily of the 
Faithful, though of late it be tanſlated into quite another notion, and ta- 
ken forthe Clergy onely.- But you will ſay a General Councel is the re- 
preſentative of the whole Church: what then ? what promiſe is made in 
Scripture that the repreſentative ſhall not erre? You further urge, if the 
repreſen:ative erre, ris probable the whole Church will receive their er- 
rour.  Tanſwer, Weare now treating of matter of Faith, which nuff 
not depend on humane probabilities , but Divine certaintiez? beſides, *tis 
not ſo probable the Chuach will receive the error of the repreſentative. 
We know the whole Church hath nor-received a Truth determined by 
them , much leſs an errour. And TI pray, have not Councels been agal nfi 
Councelz ? Pur then the caeſl , aGeneral Councel ſhould erre in ſome nat- 
ters you cat therefore fay the whole Church. hath erred, the gates of 
Hell, have prevailed againſt the Church: T pray conſider , can you truly fay, 
the Great Tark hath prevailed againſt the-Chriſtian Army, becaule he hath 
killd the thouſand part of it ? | and yet the greateſt General Councel holds 
a leſs poportion to the whole Church, Bur I will grant yet more: Pur 
rhe caſe the whole Church ſhould deviate into ſome erroneous Superwiti- 
ues » had the Devil therefore prevailed againſt it ? Can I fay T have prevai]- 
ed againſt another Man becauſe I gave him ſome ſlight hurt in his Leg or 
Thigh?as long as his Head, his Heart, his Arms are whole,he will be as able 
to fight and wound me as ball or worſe; till the Devil can ſo wound the 
whole body of the Church as to deſtroy the Vitals, the Fundamentals, and 
make it no Church, the gates of Hell can't be faid to have prevailed againſt 
ir, Now God be bleſſed there have continued allalong leverall Churches 
as great or greater than the Reman Church, which have ſtill rain-ained 
in defiance of Satan, Oze God the Father of whom are all things, and one 
Lord Fefus Chrift , by whom are all thihgs , ſeve.al other ſound Dodrines 
'of Chriſtianity ; how then hath Satan prevailed, when ſo many millions 
have waged war againſt him, and upheld the Kingdome of Gcd and hig 
Chriſt ? The Scripture plainly tells us , that inthe dayes of Anti-Chrift's 
great power, the Church ſhall be driven into the wilderneſs, ſcarce viſible 
intheworld ; neither Pope, nor Devil hath yet ſo prevailed , but as then 


Cbrift ſhall have, fo Chriſt hath ſtil] had a Church warriny againſt Satan, | 


'Sure vo learned Papiſt will deny, but that about the ſecond Century ,” the 
Millemarics were far the greater parr.ofthe Church, fcarceany writing Do=< 
or in. thoſe dayes but” had his error} Did: Satan then prevail? And in 
.St. Auſtin's dayes the neceſſity of Infants receiving the Lords en Was 
ſogenera],, and held ſo neceſſary a Principle, that it was made uleof to 
prove the neceſſiry of Infant Baptiſin , this' Sacrament being toprecede 
*h= other : in thoſe dayes a Lanthorn would have been neceſſary to find 
jet EY tou 


| . > & th | 
out a Church, without this Error: Did Satan then prevail?But fay you,No 
General Councel determined thoſe Errors; Why? becauſe none was called 
about them; had any been called, who doube but thar they would have 
avowed that in the Councel, which they all taught in their Churches : No, 
the Spirit of God would have pteferved them from it : Shew methat pro- 
miſe 1n Scripture; if Gods Spirit did not preſerve them from teaching the 
whole Church fo, I fear the Spirit would not have preſerved them more in 
Council han In Congreyatlon, where all ſucking in this error from their 
Infancy, would hardly have quitted it by a determination in Council. I 
humbly crave pardon for this bold preſumption, being lead into it by the 
bold affertion of the Papiſts, telling us, without warrant, how God will 
precerve their Councils trom error, as if they had been of his Privy Coun- 
dil, We + e notto ſearch into Gol1s ſecret Councils for what he will per - 
mit, or why he. permits this or that. TI ſearch only into his declared 
Promiſes, an4 with all the fearch 1 can poſſibly make, 1 can't tind any ſuch 
promile to General Counciis,as not to erre; no,on]y that the Gates of Hell 
ſhall not not prevail ever his Church to deftroy it, which he hath hereto- 
fore mace good.and I am ſure will to the end of the World; but beyond his 
promiſe I am not ſure of ay thing, though it ſeems ever ſo rational. God 
will not endure to be fetter'd with Sophiſtical Sophiſms, - and Humane 
Confſequenceszand the-efore I am atraid to wander from his wife and holy 
Word.and truſt to the Dofrine of Men ſeeming ever fo wiſe,ever ſo holy; 
Treverencethelr Perſons, but can't believe in their Dot ine, I am taught 
to believe only In God.not in the Church,much lef3 in any Member or Con- 
gregation or Counci];z but to belleve the Holy Catholick Church; that is 
that God hath had; now hath, and will have to rhe Worlds end, a ſele& 
company of Faith:u! ones, conteſſing an4 ſerving him ; To whom be tio- 
nour and Glory for ever. Amen. | 
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Concerning Cexemontes, & Church Service. 


[rſt as toCeremonies, F wonder Men of any tolerable diſcretion ſhoul 1 

& be ſocaycreither for or againſt them;our ſalvarion no way depending 

on them, but much hazarded by our contentation about them, breakins 

P=ace, the principal thing recommended to vs by the Goſpel of Peace; ſure 
both arevery ſinful. For-my partT think all Subjefts are bound in conſct:nce 
o conform to rhe eſtabliſhec Ceremonies of that Church, whereof they are 
Members, unleſs there be any thing flatly againtt the Word of God : for 
to diſobey our Superiours is direttly agaiuſt the Word of God : 1 Pet.2.13. 
Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the Lords ſake. And —__ 


* 


OE Ine (16) | 

he that doth not ſubmir, had need haveas clear an evidence of Scripture , 
that che thing he rejeds is direAly contrary to the Word of God , other- 
wiſe he breaks an evident Commandement, to ſatisfy himfelf in a doubt- 
full thing, which without doubt is damnable. St. Paxt requires one Brother 
to yeild unto another in things inditterent,much more Children to Parents, 
| SubjeAs to Governours. But no man that knows this Worldcan expect 
* 1 Children all Subje&s., will be dutifull and obedient 3 and therefore as 
aChildren,are to obey. their Parents, ſo Parents ought not to provoke their 
Children to diſobedience , by 1mpoſing unneceſſary things and very often- 
five { Yet if they do impoſe ſuch things, the Children are bound to obey , 
unleſs the things impoſed be offentive to God allo, then they are acquitted, 
not othei wiſe. But ſtil] Parents muſt remember they are to give accorfipt 
to God ſor their commands, as Children are for their obedlence : And fe-- 
ting:this aſide, Naturealone ſhould prompe Parents to ſeek the love of their 
Children, eſpecially ſpiituall Parents, ſtyPd the Miniſters of God, who is love : 
Should not they deſire rar her to lead the people into the Houle of God by 
love , than whip them in by fear , to have their Churches fitl] rather than 
empty 3 to Pur on ſuch a habit as would invite them in , and not ſuch as 
will fright them out. What wiſe and loving Father would put on a wind- 
ing ſheer on his head, to fright his weak and ſimple Child : I fay this to the 
chief. Rulers of the Church, not to inferior Minitters, who muſt obſerve the 
Conſtitutions ofthe Chief, and the Chief ought to conſider the diſpoſition 
of inferiors ,' what will be moſt edifyng for them. As the Apofiles 11 the 
beginning of Chriſtzanity continued the obſerving not eating of blood ,, and 

_ things ſtrangle1,, to comply with the Fews : ſo the Surplice wi:h other 
things, was wiſely and piouſly retained by the reformers from. Popery, when 
probably many long nourltſhed up in the Ceremonies , would n2t have come 
into the Church, had all theſe been caſt out ; but now to: be zelous, for 
them when the Peopleate fo paſſionate againſt them, ſaviours more of palſ- 
ſion likewiſe in Governqurs than Religion ; as if they had ra her ſhew rheir 
Authority thav their Charicy. If they - anſwer, That many. of theirFlock 
are as:zealous for theſe things, as ozhers. aoainſt them, and rhey had rather 
gratifie the Obedient Conformers, ' than the diſobedient Gain-ſayers : I 
reply ;-' Firlt, This is no Obedience to conform to ſuch Oratnances of their 
Snperiours 'as they have a paſſion for; the Suroriours in this conform rat her 
' tothem,than they co their Fupe iours : Try their Obelieece if they will ſub- 
mit to the taking of thele thinzsaway, and then you may have more rea- 
ſon to gratify them; yet you know you are rather ta bear with the infif- 
mitles of the weak.,.' than pleaſetheftrong, Love your fiien Js moſt , va- 
lue the Qbedient moſt ; but love your Enemies alſo, endeavour. to gain 
the difobedient aiſo.:: Thefirſt are your dutifu!l Sons, abide alwaies with 
you, allthat you have 1s theirs.; but yet when the Prodigal the ſtray re- 
turns, rejoyce and kill the fatte4 Calf; yea, if he will return, Jeave the 
A | ninety 
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of the Goſpel. But ſuch dirty naſty Surplices as molt of them wear, and 
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.nincty and nine, and go ſeek that one that is loſt. But you have no hopes 
of gaining him, you believe *tis not Conſcience but FaRion, and wilful per 
verſeneſs keeps him off Oh do not deſpair, believe better of him Charity 
bopeth all things, believeth all things, But you know it is ſo with him; - then 
pity him the more going headlong into Hell, yield the more to ſave his Soul 
from Hell,overcome evil with good,tetter him,bind him faſt with chains of love, 
what is ſtronger then love? it will overcome Schiſm, Fa&ion,Sedition, any 
thing it will overcome God himſelf, and even force God to withhold him 
by his mercituland powerful hand and thus converting this perverſe ſinner 
fromthe error of his way, you will ſave his Soul alive, and cover the multitude of 


Jour ſins 3 4 bleſſed and joyful work, whereat the Angels of Heaven will 


xejoyce and ſing Alleluja, Amen, Oh my Fathers! my Fathers ! that ſhould 
Preach and Practice the Goſpel of Peace and Love to your Children, vouch- 
dafe atmy humble requeſt to read Rom. 14+ See what great liberty that great 


-Grind-father of the Church allows his Children, and obſerve in the general 


how he became all things to all men to gain fome3 and will not you in ſome 


'things.comply to gain all ? will you reftrainthe liberty of the Goſpel to the 
rigidity of your Diſcipline to loſe ſome, to loſe many, and perchance in the 
end to looſe all, your ſelves and all. Be pious, be charitable, be prudent, 
-build your .Church on a Rock that will endure Storms, and not on the. 
and of Ceremonie, that will both raiſe Storms, and probably overturn 
.your Church e're long. But you will fay, if you yield to ſome diffenters 
-in-this, you muſt as well yield toothers in.that, and ſo by degrees aboliſh 


all-your Ceremonies : I beſcech you, is not the Body more then Rayment, 


| Subſtance mgre. then Ceremony, will you not quit the later to preſerve the 


former? but. you will preſerve both, God grant you loſe not both. But 


you will ſay, This is the way to loſe both; firſt take away Ceremonies, 


thereby you diſpleaſe and looſe your Friends, and then lye expoſed to your 
Enemies to ſpoil your Goods, It your Goods.be the ſubſtance of your Re- 
ligion,..and you preſerve your Ceremonies to. preſerve theſe, then really 
my fear of your looſing all is encreas'd ; this is a very. ſandy and dirty 
Foundation. can't hoJdout againſi Storms 4 but if Faith, Hope, and Cha- 


rity, be theſubſtance of your Religion, ( as I hope it, is) theſe ſtood firm 


and encreaſed in,the Primitive times, in the greateſt Storms, when the 


| Whole world of Fews and Gentiles, were Enemies to the Church, and not 


one of your Ceremonies in the Church to preſerve it; the ſimple naked 


Truth without any Surplice to cover jt, without any Eccleſiaſtical Policy 


.to.maintain it, overcame all, and ſo would do now, did we truſt to that 
and the Defender of it.' Perchance, I appear a great Enemy to the Surplice- 


ſo often naming that, I confeſs I am, would you know why? not that 1 


diſlike, but in my own Judgment, much approve a, pure 'White Robe on 
the Miniſters ſhoulders; to put him in mind what purity becomes a Miniſter 


clpe- 
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eſpecially the ſingers in Cathedrals ( where they ſhould be moſt decent ). is 
1ather an intimation of their dirty lives, and have given my Stomack ſuch a 
ſurfeit of them, as I have almoſt an averſeneſs to all; and-I am confident, 
ha1 not this deccnt habit been fo undecently abuſed, it had never been ſo 
generally loathed. 

I will ame another Ceremony which gives great offence; with greater 
rcaſon, The bowing towards the Altar, which in my own judgment I al- 
low and praQice in ſome meaſure, when I come.into ſuch Congregations as 

enerally uſe it, avoiding ſtill to give offence to any as far as I may with a 
ri Conſcience. 1 affirm'*tis a very fitting thing to ſhew reverence in the 
Houſe of God, and to ſhew it by bowing, as well as any other means, and 
to bow that way as well as any other way, and in bowing, if the Congrega- 
tion did it to the South or Weſt, Iſhould as readily conform to that. But 
you will ſay the primitive Chriſtians, as we read, did gencrally bow to- 
wards the Eaſt ( the primitive Chriſtians did fo I grant, but not the prime 
Primitive) what then? is this any obligation on us now? the Primitive 
did alſo uſe Chryſme or conſecrated Oy], yet we retain it not it grew into 
an abuſe, therefore left off, ſo bath this bowing towards the Altar by the 
Papiſts, ſuppoſing Chriſt corporally preſent there : and truly many of our 
Church-men, give grcat ſuſpition to the people that they allo beJieve ſome 
ſuch thipg, otherwiſe pray anſwer me z when a Miniſter at his cntring into 
the Church, hath bowed to ſhew his Reverence in the Houſe of God, and 
when he aſcends up to the Altar bows again, to ſhew ſome particular reve- 
rence in that place where that bleſſed Sacrament is conſecrated (let this paſs 
for good alſo, though ſomething may be ſaid againſt it) yet T pray tell me, 
why the Reader paſſing from one fide of the Church to the other, and the 
Miniſter paſſing from one end of the Altar to theother bows again ? Surely 
in reverence to the King of Kings he ſuppoſes there ſitting, who can ima» 
vine any other cauſe of his homage? and yet I verily believe this is not the 
cauſe, but meerly a cauſcles cuftom taken up one from another ( the com- 
mon beginning of all ſuperſtitions) having no reaſon for it, but much a- 
eainſt it, giving thereby great ſcandal to weak ones, and ground of SJander 
to malicious ones, who lay hold on any occaſions to accuſe them of Papi- 
ſry 3 for certainly *cis done with little or no reaſon, or with a great deal 
of Superſtition, | 

Now as to that grand debated Ceremony of kneeling at the Lords Supper 
I think there is no reaſon to condemn thoſe that ule it, nor much reaſon 
to preſs it on thoſe that diſuſe it. Why? Are we not to perform this great 
a& of devotion with all poſlible reverence? I grant it, but is this to be ex- 
preſt altogether in the outward poſture of the body ? if ſo, then your. oppo- 
ſers thus retort it upon you : It outward humility be the thing you contend 
for, you ought to ſhew it to your God in the humbleſt way. and that is by 
proſtrating rather then kneeling) but if inward Humility, ſure that Foote 
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chiefly in obedience to what Chriſt commanded, and to do it as he practiſed 
it, who can doubt but this is the moſt perfe&t obedience ? and you know 
when our Saviour inſtituted this bleſſed Sacrament, he gave his command 
in the cloſe, Do this in remembrance of me ; and ſure he remembers our 
Saviour, beſt who doth every thing as hedid, both in Subſtance and Cere- 


 mony, and fo we find the primitive Chriſtians did,obſerving alſo to receive 


it at Supper, as our Saviour did, but when this grew into a linful abuſe, the 
ceremony was altered , to preferve the ſubſtance in - more purity : fo was 


* kneeling abuled by the Papiſts and turned into great Superſtition, why not 


therefore changedin like manner, But you kneel without any ſuperſtition, 
you do not adore the Elements on the Table, as the Papifts do, but Chriſtin 
Heaven, And fo this man receives fitting and at ſupper without any irre- 
yerence , he doth it meerly in obedience to Chriſt's command, both in ce- 
remony and ſubſtance, Do this in remembrance of me: But you do not 
conceive Chriſt's command extended to the Ceremonies,but only to the ſub- 
fance, and the Church hath expreſsly commanded kneeling as the more re- 
verend Poſture, therefore you ought to obey; I think ſo too : but this man 
conceives Chriſt command's both ſubſtance and ceremonies to be obſerved, 
and conſequently conceives the Churches command contrary to Chrilts, 
therefore he ought not to obey till you can redifie his judgment 3 if you 
can , then he ought to obey alſo; if you cannot, have patience with your 
weak Brother, require no more of him in this matter then Chriſt required of 
his diſciples 3 ſure Chriſt would not have allowed any unfitting poſture, be 
not over-wiſe,nor over holy, condemn not that which Chriſt allowed, God 
is ſo infinitely gracious as to accept our poor devotions in any form, if but 


fincere in ſubſtance, nay though weak and frail in the ſubſtantial part, he 


will not break.the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax,his tender Father- 
ly bowels yern upon his dear Children coming to him afar off. Oh then 
let us learn to be like minded, tender and compaſſionate to our weak bre- 
thren, admit them into Gods worſhip in any poſture , if they come in fince- 
rity of heart , reje& not thoſe whom God accepts. 

I might go on thus to handle other Ceremonies,as,the' Croſs in Baptiſm, 
the Ring in Marriage,&c. But I conceive it needlc(s,the ſame reaſons being 
applicabletoall, and he that is once brought to be indifferent and uncon=- 
cerned in one, will foon be fo diſpoſed to all. Wheretore I conclude this 
point of Ceremonies with St. Pal, He that regardeth aday , regardeth it 
#nto the Lord, and hethat regardeth not the day, to the Lord be doth not regard 
it, be that eateth,eatetb to the Lord.for be giveth God thanks,ard he that eateth 
20t tothe Lord , be eateth not, ayd giveth God thanks : fo he that kneelerh, 
kneeleth to the Lord, andhe that kneeleth not to the Lord ,, he kneeleth 
not, AndI dchite you farther to obſerve this circumſtance in St. Paul's 
words, how he calls the zealous obſerver of Ceremonial matters , the weak 
Brother, and con:mands the ſixong not to deſpiſe him, it being really a def. 
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picable weakneſs and a childiſh or efſeminate kind of Devotion to be yea" 
Jous in any cercmonial obſervance, which maſculine ſpirits are apt todeſ- 


- piſe, but in Chriſtian charity ought rather'to pity and bear the infirmities 
of others. Wherefore let us bt thie rhen of underſtanding, men in devotion, 
bezealous, and hold faſt the «ſubſtantial parts of Religon, Piety, Juſtice; 
Temperance, Chaſtity, Truth, Sincerity , ſtand faſtſor theſe, not recedd 
'One hairs breadth from theſe, kecp but our-ground and hight it out like ment 
to death againſi all Powers and Principalities on earth, or under the earth; 
and let us leave it to women and Children to contend about Ceremonies; 
let it be indifferent to us, whether this, or that, or po Ceremony, whether 
knee), or not kneel, bow, or not bow; Surplice, or-not -Surplice,Crofs, or no 


Crols, Ring, or no Ring, let us give glory to God inall, and no offence to. 


our Brethrenin any thing. * | RS! 

' Nowifany man'would be ſo curious as'toask why St, Pal did not de- 
termine this point , whether they ſhould eat herbs only wgor- other meats 
alfo.,, whether regard-a- day or not, and eſtabliſh Uniformity among 
them 3 Icannot imayine any other Reaſon , but meerly to' teach us this 
charitable complyance with one another, as neceſſary a practice as any 
other. Man is a very ticklith Animal to Goyern, he will not always be 
guided*by reaſon and authority ,- man'hath a'will as well as-reaſon, and 
Wilt have his own will in many things; even the godly : very few are 
found'fo entircly pious as wholly to deny themſelves; *tis ſo high and ſharp 
a point of Religion, as you may break the heartſtrings of many in wind- 
ing them up ſo high, and*thus crack all their Religion; perchance you 
would find it fo your ſelves, had the Nonconformiſts the ſcrewing you 
up;as you them, Wherefore'confider your ſelves, leaft ye alſo be tempted; 
be charitable to the weak , proceed' not ſo ſeverely: againft them in your 
Courts of Jadicaturez but remember what St, Par faith , Colo. 2, Let xo 
man. judge you in meat , or drink ,” or 'in ſped of an holy day, or of the 
new Moon, or of the Sabbath dayes” which are a ſhadow of things to come, but 
the body is of Chriſt will you then in reſpect of an Holy-day, Crols in Bap- 
tiſme, ſtanding at the Creed , kneeling at* the Sacrament, and the like, 


will you in refpe& of ſuch ſhadows ,, judge, excommunicate, ſentence to 


everlaſting flames; a Soul that holds of the body of Chriſt, believes all his 
holy Goſpel , accords with you in one Faith, one Baptiſme, who acknow- 
ledges the 'only true God Creator of Heaven and Earth, and Jeſus Chrift 
whom hehath ſcent tobe the Redeemer of Mankind : which our Saviour 
affirms ,' To be Eternal Life ; will you condemn ſuch a'one to Eternal 


Death? God forbid. - My Reverend Fathers and Judges of 'the Church, . 


ET with St. Pazl Cel. 3. beſeech you, Put on fatherly bowels of mercies, king. 


neſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long” ſuffering towards your poor weak 


- Children,and (o long as they hold faſt the body of Chriſt, be not ſo rigorous 
with them for ſhadows if they ſubmit to you -in ſubſtance, have pat 


. : ence - 
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ence , though they do-not ſubmit in Ceremonies, and give me leave to telt 
you my poor Opinion.z This violent preflings of Ceremonies hath, (I hum- 


. bly conceive) been a great hindrance from embracing them , mett fearing 
| Your intentions thcrein to be far worſe then really they are, and there- 


fore abhor them. Have you never obſerved a flock of Sheep forcibly. dri- 


'venover a narrow Bridge , the poor- Sheep fearing they are going into 


{one Pen or Slaughter ; chooſe rather to leap inte the River then go for. 
wards : but drive them on pently and patiently , they will .of themſelves 
take the way you deſire, Unifcrmity in Ceremony is a good and defi> 
Table thing , therefore endeavour itz but unity Faith and Charity is bet- 
ter, and therefore it-you cannot obtain that , be ſure to preſerve this 3 this 


is the one thing neceflary , chooſe this better part if you cannot have both z 


for this force urging Uniformity in worſhip hath cauſed great diviſion in 
Faith as well as Charity 3 for: had you by aboliſhing ſome Ceremonies ta- 
ken the weak Brethren into your Church,they had not wandred about after 
ſedixcing Teachers,nor fallen-into ſo many groſs Opinions of their own, but 
being dayly catechiſed and inſtructed by your Orthodox,and ſound Preach- 
ing, they would: have followed you like good Sheepz whereas now they 
wander about into a hundred by-paths-of error , many wheteof lead head- 
long to Hell. Now I beſeech you in the fear of God to ſet before your eyes 


the-dreadful day of Judgment, when Chriſt on his Tribunal of Juſtice 
ſhall require an account of every word and deed ,, and ſhall thus queſtion 


you 3 Here are ſeveraFSouls who taking offence at your Ceremonies have 
forſaken my Church, have forſaken the Faith , have run into. Hell; the 
Souls for. which I ſhed my precious Blood; Why have you ſuffered thus? 
nay, why have you occaſioned this ? will you anſwer, it was to preſerve 
your Ceremonies? will not Chriſt return unto you, Are your Ceremontes 
more'dear to you then theSouls for which T' dyed? who hath 1cquircd 
theſe things at your hands ?- will you for Ceremonies, which you your 
ſelves confeſs to be indifferent., no way neceſſary unto Salvation , (uffer 
your weak Brethrert to perith',-for whom I dyed? Have not I fhcwed 
you how David ang his Seuldiers were puiltleſs in eating the Shew-bread, 
which was not lawful bit 6nlyfor- the Priefts t9 eat > If David cupenced 
with a Ceremony commanded by God to fatisfie the: hunger: of his Peo- 
ple, will not you diſperice-with your own Cercmonies to fatishe the Souls 
of my people,who are called by my Name, and profeſs my Name, though in 
weakneſs ? Or will you tell Chrift they ought to ſuffer for their own wit 


fulneſs.and perverſenenſs, who will not ſubmit to the Laws of the Church 


as they ought z -will not Chriſt return? Shall they periſh for tranſgrelſing 
your humane Laws, which they ignorantly conclude erroneous, and ſhall 
not you periſh for travſgretſing my Divine Laws , which you know to be 
good and holy ? "had I mercy on you; and ſhould nyt you- have had mer- 


be 
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be meaſured toyou again : I tremble to go farther, but moſt humbly be-. 


{eech you for Chriſts ſake, endeavour toregain theſe ſtray ſheep, for whom 
he ſhed his precious blood , and think it as great an advantage, .as great an 
honour to you, as it was to St. Paxl, to become all things to all men, that 
you may gain ſome, as doubtleſs you will many, though not all; and the 
few ftanders off will become the more convinced , and at long running 
wearied out and gained alſo. Thus having reducedall into one fold in true 
faith and Chriſtian charity , the preſent generation will much forget, the 
ſucceeding generation will be wholly ignorant of theſe erronious fancies, 
and all animofities being quite extinguiſhed, wholſome edifying Ceremonies 


nay be eaſily introduc't again with comfort to all, which are now irkſome 


and prievous to many, And ſo I paſs onto the ſecond'matter » The Church 
Service contained in the Book of Common Prayer, whereof briefly, becauſe 
what Ifaid before many be applyed to this alſo. 


———— — 
<—— — — 


Concerning (,harch Service. 


] will not here enter into the diſpute,whether it be lawful for a Church to 

have a ſet form of Prayer, ſuppoling that there are none but either highly 
fanatick, or highlyfaious , that affirm it unlawful; and with fuch I have 
no reaſon to expe&, that reaſonable Arguments ſhould prevail 3 for enough 
hath been already printed to this purpoſe. I may alfo ſuppoſe , that there 
is nothing contained in our Book of Common Prayer, that is directly con- 


' trary to the Word of God 3 for had there been any ſuch thing , we ſhould 


have heard of it long ſince, which I never yet did from any ſober man. And 
truly I mightin the third place ſuppoſe that (a Book of Common Prayer bes 
ing no way contrary to the Word of GodJ the uſe of it is far more conducin 
to Piety, then to ſuffer extemporary prayer to be uſed generally in Churches, 
experience hath fully declared it in our late confuſed times, when a man 
ſhould have heard in many Churches ſuch extravagant, ſuch wild, ſuch raſh, 
ſuch blaſphemougs expreſſions,as would drive any ſober conſcientious perfon 
out of their Churches. Can you with reaſon expect it otherwiſe ? when half 
the Churches in this Nation have not a tolerable maintenance to ſupport 
men of parts and diſcretion fit to perform ſo ſolemn and holy an Office, 
Had we the holineſs, the zeal, the charity,the humility of the primitive times, 
when men forſook all the World and daily ſacrificed their lives for the Ser- 
vice of God,we might hope that God would graciouſly pour down upon us, 
xs he did on them, the ſpecial gifts of praying and prophecying , but now 
when moſt ſerve God for gain, and would neither open #or ſhut the C bare 
: "I 0or's 
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for uonght, as Malachi ſaith, we muſt not expe& thoſe gifts and graces, 
And therefore I- conceive It abſo]utely neceſſary to have ſome form pre. 
ſcribed to be uſed by all ; for were there liberty left to the more able and 
diſcrect, moſt wou)d ſuppoſe themſelves to be ſuch ( few diſcovering their 
own weakneſs) and were it left to the Biſhop to licence as he ſaw fit, it 
would prove a very great cauſe of our heart-burning among his Clergie, and 
hatred towards himſelf, yea and rebellion againſt him and the Laws. But 

now in Chriſt I humbly beſeech the Governours of theChurch calmly tocon- 
fider, Were it not better to have ſuch a form of Service as would fatisfic 

moſt. The Fathers of our Church ( as I ſaid before ) when they reformed 

this Nation from Popery, were deſirous to fetch off as many as they could, 
retaining for this cauſe all the Ceremonies and Forms of prayer they -could 

with a good red&ified conſcience, and therefore they preſcribed that form of 
ſecond ſervice to be ſaid at the Altar, as carrying ſome reſemblance to the 

Maſs, then the peoples delight, which being now become the peoples hate, 

ſhould for the ſame reſemblance, according to the ſame rule of reaſon, be 

now taken away. We commend our Forefathers for doing piouſly and 

wiſely, and yet we will not imitate them 3 they endeavoured to pleaſe and 

pain the people, we will needs diſplealſe and loſe them : Certainly we can- 

not do our Forefathers a greater honour, then to obſerve their rule of reaſon, 

to conform to the Timesz and therefore they are groſly miſtakeu who 

think it a diſhonour to them for us to take away what they have eſiabliſhed 3 
when we keep eloſe to the reafon wheretore they did cſtabliſh it : Wife Phy- 

ſitians by the ſame rule of reaſon preſcribe things clean contrary according 
to the temper of their Patients, hot or cold. Some other things I could 

mention in the Book of Common Prayer ( though no way i!] in themſelves) 

yet fit to be altered, and would obviouſly appear ſo to every wiſe man once 
reſolved to compoſe ſuch a form, as would takein moſt of this Nation, which 
1 humbly conceive Governors ſhould in conſcience endeavour becoming all 

things to all men to gain ſome, though not all; yet happily gainall in pro- 

ceſs of time, for the reaſon before ſpecihed. 

But though I deſire ſuch a form of Service, ſuch Ceremonies alſo to be 
cſtabliſhed, as may give moſt general ſatisfaRion, yet 1 deſire what is eſta- 
bliſhed, may be generally obſerved, and not a liberty left ( as ſome do pro- 
poſe) to add or detra& Ceremonies or Praycrs according to the various 
Opinions and humours of men : for certainly this would cauſe great faction 
and diviſion 3 thoſe that are for Ceremonies would run from their own 
Church to others where they were uſed 3 others to ſome fine fancicd Prayers 
of ſuch as they approve of 3 and thus ſome Churches would be thronged, 
others deſerted, and no account could be taken by the Paſtor of this Con- 
gregation : Atheiſts alſo and Papiſts under pretence of frequenting other 
Churches, would abandon all, This courſe (ſay you) would bring but few 
into the Church, and perchance drive ſome out, who having been long bred 


up 


1. 


up to ſuch and ſuch Ceremonies, would have ſmall devotion to frequent the 
Church, if all or many were aboliſhed. To this I anſwer, That certainly 


his Religion is vain, that would abandon the Subſtance for want of the Ce- 


remonies, which he acknowledgeth to be no way neceſſary, but only more 


fatisfa&tion to his mind: Surely a very ignorant mind, who hath not learnt, 
That obedience is better then ſacrifice and whole burnt offerings : And ſurely a- 
very uncharitable mind, who would not leave ninety, and nine unneceſſary - 
Ceremonies, to bring.one ſinful ttrayed Sheep into the Congregation, and. 


convert him from the error of his non-conforming way. I profcſs I am 
amazed to ſee how many men of a very good ſence in moſt things, fo z2a- 
loufly erroneous in this buſineſs of Religion, ſeeing the Scripture fo plainly 


declares, that nothing ſo covers the multitude of our fins as an act of Cha-. 


rity; nothing ſo acceptable unto God, ſojoyful-to his holy Angels, as con- 
verſion of a ſigner. Yet theſe men will moſt pathonately (and pardon mie 
if I fay uncharitably and irreligiouſly ) cry, away with theſe Idiot. Secta- 
ries-and mad Jhanaticks, let them wander and periſh in their own wild ima- 
ginations, -we will not leave one Ceremony, nor any one line of our Com- 
mon Prayer Book to gain thouſands of them. No, it you alter that, we 
will rather leave the Church, and go to the Papiſts Maſs, It theſe be not as. 
ſimple Se&aries and mad Phanaticksas any whatſoever, let God and his holy 
Angels judge. - But as for you my Reverend Fathers of the Church, 7 hope 
you will conſult with Scripture in this weighty Aﬀair, and Model all ac- 
cording to the rules of meeknels, charity, and compatſtonate tenderneſs to 
weak ones, there ſet down : and endeavour with prudent admonitions to 
reihe the errors of theſe too zealous Ceremoniſts,and with fatherly bowels 
of condeſcention to win the hearts of blind and wilful Separatiſts, Certainly 
the more underſtanding and powerful Leaders of them will not, cannot 
have the face to ſtand off after your charitable condeſcention, their popy- 
lous pretences will be ſo confuted, their mouths {o ſtopped, their faces ſo 
confounded, as for meer ſhame, if not for 'reaſon and religion, they muſt 
come into our Church, and the Paſtors coming in, the Sheep will follow, 
though ſome ftand a while and gaze: but at length having no men of ability 


to lead them on in their perverſe ways, the Shop-prating Weavers and Cob. 


lers will ſoon be deſerted, and made heartleſs, ſeeing their own naked folly, 
And then ſhall we all joyn and joy fully fing Te Deam in our Churches, and 
the holy Angels in the Heavens. And then I ſhall moſt gladly ſing with 
_ pgoodold Simeon, Lord now let thy ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
ſeentby ſalvation. © | PR Nor Nene oo 
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7 Concerning Preaching, 
2 IT remains that I nowhandle this great buſineſs of Preaching, wherein I 
© Þ fearT ſhall diſpleaſe many, there being but tew who uſe it according 
** to the original 15ftitucion; and yet I had ratuer they ſhould Preach as 
: they do, then quite omit it, for certainly 'tisa neceſſary work for a Mi- 
| nilter of the Golpel ro Preach the Goſpel. St. Paul tells us, That ſome 

: Preach the Goſpel out of envy; yet he was pleaſed that Chriſt ſhould be ſo 
..: preacbed rather then not preached; and ſo 7 iay of Preaching Chriſt out of 
© vanity; as it is evident many co, preactung themſelves and their own abi- 
7 lities, arleaſtas they think abuic es, though ofien great weakneſles and 
'* conceited impertinences, 7 beſeech you icll me, did not Chriſt and the 
; | Apoſtles Preach the beſt way ? and are not we to follow their example ? 
7 Who dareſay otherwiſe ? yet many do otherwiſe, they take here or there 
'F a ſentence of Scripture, the ſhorter and more abſtruſe the better , to ſhew 
27 their skilland invention , this they divided and ſubdivided into generals and 
*7 particulars, the 9x54, the quale , the quantum, and ſuch like quakſalving 
W& forms; then they ſtudy bow to hook in this or that quaint ſentence of 
B Philoſopher or Father, this or that nice ſpeculation, endeavouring to 


2 couch all this in moſt elegant language , in ſhort, their main end isto ſhew 


+their Wit, their Reading , and whatever they think is excellent in them : 
No doubt rarely agreeing with that-of St, Paul, I determined not to know 
3 any thing ameng you ſave eſis Chriſt and him crucified, And my ſpeech 
2 aud my preaching was not with inticing woras of n.an's wiſdom , but in de- 
"# monſtration of the Spirit and of Power : 1 Cor, 2. And 1 verily believe this 
EZ is the reaſon why Preaching hath ſo litile effe& in theſe days, becauſe they 
' 3 labor to ſpeak the wiſdom of this world, which is fooliſhneſs with God , nor 
do they Preach in demonſtration of the Spirit, bur in demonſtrarion of 
their Learning. 7 know full well this unapoſtolick way of Preaching was 
YZ uſed by ſome of the Antient Fathers , eſpecially the Crecks, always fond. 
Yof nicities and curiolities, and being now become Chriſtians (as 7 ſaid betore) 
'Ftranſplanced their beloved Rhetorical flowers,of humane Learning into 
3 Chriſtian Gardens,, which proved rather Weeds to over run the feed of 
Found and p'ain Apoſtolick DoR: ine , humane nature being a ſoyl apter to 
'F give nourithment and vigor to humane principles then divine, Bur when 
Mdid ever any Learned, Witty Rhetorical barang, or cunning Syllogiſtical dif- 
courſe convert the tyche of St. Peter's or St, Paxl's fooliſh Preaching ,as be 
\Mrerms it, bat the wiſdom of God to thoſe that are perfeft and ſound inthe faith. 
EW ho is ignorant of that famous paſſage at the Council of Vice ? whither 
Wreſorted with divers others, one Eminent hah Philoſopher, oye 
E em : CT. OE 1M - 
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himſelf ( as the manner of thoſe vain-glorious Sophilters was ) 10 Ct pute 
with the Chriſtian DoRors; ſome Biſhops of greater Repute tor Learn- 
ing undertook him, and as they thouglt, cleerly Confuted ; bit no way 
Converted him , at laſt riſes up a grave ancient Bilhop of ſmall Learning, 
but of preat Fai.h and Piery ; and ( with great diſſatisfaRion of his Brethren, 
ſearing ſome groſs baſfle ſhould betal tLis good man ) comes up to the Phi- 
loſopher, and with great Magiſterial Authority recites unto him the Apoſto- 
lick Creed, 1 believe in Cod the Father Almighty--- and in the cloſe 
calls to him, O Philoſopher belicveſt thou «ll this ? 1 he Pi.jloſopher anſwered, 
1 believe, not being able to-.reliſt che demonſtration of ſpirit and power 
whetewith he uttered thoſe Divine Myſteries, as he conteſt before them 
all, You will fay this was a Miracle of great rarity, I grant It, but 
many ſuch Miracles. ſhould we ſee, had we the Faub and poweriul 
Spirit of this Holy Biſhop, and would indeavour to imitate Apoſto- 
lical Preaching, not Philoſophical Arguing , nor Rhetorical declaim- 
ing. 

Weſee plainly the Apoſtolical Preaching was either Catechiſtical Inſtru» 
ions, or Pious Admonitions ; not tyingihemſelves to any form , butpaſt 
from one matter to another as the Auditors condition required:, not as. 
the Preachers fancy ard reading prompt, juſt as the Rowar Emperour 
C4/igula , who when Delinquents came betore him to be judged, condem- 
ned or acqui.ted them as agreed beſt with ihe curreat of his Oration : So 
thcſe men ſhape their diſcourſe more tothe applauſe then edification of 
the hearers. And ſo much time is ſpent in compoling rheſe Oratory Ser- 
mons, as the Miniſter hath not leilure co perform a quarter of his Paro- 
chia! Duty, of viſiting the Sick , of aimonilhing the ſcancalous, of recon- 
ciling the janglers, of private examining and inſtructing-the poor igno- 
rant fouls, thouſands in every Country as ignorant as Heathens , who un- 
derſtand no more of moſt Sermons then it in Greek, ſo thatthe- Sermon 
i5 rather a Banquet forthe Wantons that are full , rhen. infirution co thoſe- 
who are even ſtarved for want of ſpiritual food , the plain and Iaving Word 
of Ciriſt, not the nice conceited word of Man, which may nouriſh Ca- 
meliors, never make ſolid ſound Chriſtians. T here are. others. of a dif- 
ferert ſtrain, who wanting both W it and Learning alfo, rhink to ſupply 

all by ſtrength of Lungs, by loud and long babling , riding backney from 
one good Town to another, and with fervency.of ſpirit like a boyling. pot 
running over. where ever they come. Were-it a laughing matter , who- 
could contain to hear ſome ſeeming Zealot Paſtors talk ſo much of their 
obligation to Preach the Goſpel, and muſt { forſooth )* do itin the Pulpit 
twice a Sunday , counting thoſe almoft accurſed that do not-ſo; and yet 
have many poor Sheep in their flock as ignorant as any Sheep, whom they. 
never regard , never inftru& in the ft Principles. of the. Goſpel - as If 
Preaching were tyed to the Pulpit and the Sabboth' day. Pardon me 
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Lords Houſe on a Satxrday , when a zealous Miniſter came in , after ſome 
complements and ceremonious diſcourſe he told rhe Lord, Thac where- 
ever he was he never failed to Preach the Goſpel on the Lord's day as his 
'F duty, andtherefore entreatel that the Paſtor of the Pacith might be de- 
fired to give place to tim next morning. I ſuſpected both his zeal and de- 
figa (which af.erwards appeared ) asked him if he had received any parti- 
cu'ar command from Chriſt to Preach at chis place and thac hour ? The 
Miniſter , ſtartling at my Queſtion, anſwered, No, Ireplyed , Sure then 
other Miniſters bail the fame obligation ro Preach the Goſpel as he had , 
'J and moteover ic was the Paſtors particular duty to Preach to his own Con- 
"3 gregation on the Lord's day , how then could ke in conſcience defire the Pa- 
3 ftorco omit his duty , and give place toa ſtranger who had there no duty in- 
- cumbent upon him? Bucthe Lord pilled me by the elbow and took me 
off from farti-er preſling him , and told him , he would ſend to the Paſtor 
ro give biia place, But io return to our buſt2eſs. Very few are to be found, 
bereand thete one of Piety and Diſcretion, that demeans himſelf prudently 
YZ in his Office; andthe reaſon isthis. /ris grown up into a general opinion, . 
Y That coceare fit co be admicted into Holy Orders but ſuch as bave ſtudied 
Y iathe Uni. e:luy ; and if he hath learnt a lictle ro chop Logick, he is pre- 
ſently deeme\ fic to divide the Word of Truth, and is ealily inftituted in- 
toa Living, andif hecan bring ſome nice Metaphylical ſpeculations from 
Ariſtotle ; or ſome Theological diftin&tions from Aquinas, then heis worthy 
of two or three Livings or Prebends * and thus Univerſi.y Youths , and 
even Boyes of no experience or diſcre:ion, are made Spiritual Paſtors, the 
Sraicſt ani moſt weighty Office in the World. Ibeſcech you , what have 
theſe Scieaces ( faſly ſo called ) co do with the Goſpel , where we find no 
onetittle of them ; bur rather decryed as enemies to che Goſpel, as tend- 
ingto yai i jangling, ſtrife and contention , noching of Edification, We 
had lacey a brave ſtory of the geſuires in China, who finding the King 
and his Courtiers mu-h delighted with the Mathematicks, but not very 
knowing in them, wrote to the Genera! of their Order at Rome to ſend 
them ſome Prieſts, very skilful in that Science , to Preach the Goſpel there. 
V Vhy did they not ſend for ſome alſo well skilful in Puppir Plays? ridi- 
culous creatures ſhall I ſay, or rather impious , who think ro ſupport the 
dignity , the majeſty, the divinity of the Goſpel with ſuch hnmane toys ? 
Juſt as if a Kins, having ſone potent Enemy invading his Countrey , 
ſhould inſtead of leading on a ſtout and gallant Army againft- him, lead 
on a Morice-dance capering and friskins moſt featly , thinking thereby ro 
appeaſe and gain the hear of his Adverfary. Yea fools and blind; we 
wreſtle not againſt fleſh and blooa, but again Principalities, againſt Powers, 
againſt the Rulers of the darkneſs of this world,againft ſpiritual wickedneſs in 
high places, Epheſ. 6. 12. And therefore the weapons of our warfare muſt 4 | 
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- be carnal but mightythrough God to the pulling down of Fong holds, 2" Cots 
' 10. 4+ We muſt then take the whole armour of God, the helmet of Salvation, the 
breſt-plate of righteouſneſs , the ſhield of Faith, the ſword of the Spirit Read 
alſo. Sr, Paul to Timothy and T rs , ſeiting down the required qualifications 
of Biſhops ani Deacons , ſee if you can find any ſuch Mathematick, Lo- 
gick, Phyſick ? No, but Gravity , Sobriety, Meekneſs, Diligence, and: the 
like, Were ſuch men taken into holy Orders and conſtituted Paſtors, the 
Church of Chriſt had been far better edified , and the Paftors far more re- 
verenced then now they are : though Plato, Ariſtotle, Euclid Scotus, Aqui- 
nas , were never known to them, ſo much as by name, yet they would 
want no paſtoral kiowledge which is compleatly contained in Scripture 
as St. Paul told Timothy, that it was ſufficient to make himwiſe unto Salvatie 
on, profitable for Dore, for Reproof , ſor Correttion, for Inſtruttion thas 
the manof God might be throughly furniſhed ; mark, throughly furniſhed 
withour, Logick, Phylick, Mathematick, Meraphytick, or School Divinity, 
Scripture Divinity throughly furnithes the man of God for all. Iſpeak nor 
this indiſparagement of Vaiverlity Learning, which I highly value; if right- 
ly made uſe of, *tis as uſeful as honourable to a Nation , but much of Uni- 
_ verſity Learning, as uſeleſs toa ſpiritual Paſtor, asthe Art of Navigation to 
a Phylitian ;the Paſtors only requiſite and compleatly qualifying Science, 
being according to St. Par ro know nothing but Chriſt and him crucified and: 
to Preach Chriſt, not with inticeing words of man's wiſdome, but in demons 
ſftration of the Spirit and of power , *to Preach Chrift as well out of Pulpit as 
in the Pulpit; in ſeaſon and our of ſeaſon; to the poor and to therich; to the 
limple and ignorant far rather thanto the knowing ; to Rebuke; to CorreR, 
to edifie both by word and deed, 
Wherefore [moſt kumbly beſeech the Church Governours to remember 
the Original Inſtitution of the Miniſtry, what kind of men the Apoſtles 
choſe intoir, grave Elderly men, therefore ſtyled Elders, and known as 
well by that name, as Biſhops, who having W/ long converſation gotten ex- 
perience and knowledge ro govern theinſelves, were made governors of 
others. I grant we have Timothy tor an example of younger years, thar 
is, young by way of compariſon to the other Seniors; as a man of forty 
may be called young, compared to thoſe of laxty , yet no youth ſimply, nor 
fimple youth: and tis plain he was a perſon no' way ſhort of the Elders 
in Gravity , though- ſoinewhat in years, St. PayPs general rule was, not 
to admit of Novices ; but all general Rules have ſome exceptions. Tizo- 
thy was one and a rare-one,, we. find not another, Next 1'pray confider 
what kind of Preaching they uſed, you may eafily gyeſs at-their Sermons: 
by their Epiſtles, full of ſhort Catechiſtical InftruRtions, grave Exhor- _ 
ta:10ns , ſober Reproofs, diſcreet Correions, and tlientell me' whether a 
raw Novice from the Vniveility with all his Sciences and Languages be 
fir forthis , or rather a rave ſober perſon of age and experience, havinga. 
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. g6od natural! capacity, iſluminared y Scripture Inftrufion and Prayer, 
uſing alſo the iie!p of grave, and ſound Iiterpreters. Really tis moſt evi- 
dent that rhe Church is run into great coniempt by the ſlightneſs and pid- 
dineſs of many Miniſters , who intend nothing but ro make a handſome: 
School-Boyes Exerciſes in the Pulpit on Sunday , but never attend the other 
Parochial duti:s, no nor their own ad\ance in Spiritual knowledge, bur 
giverhemiclves wholly eicher to idle Stuvics, or idler Recreations, and 
are very children ia Divine knowledge and behaviour, 1 do affirm this in 
the preſence of God as a truth, and I have known ſome pals for very good 
Preachers, that could not give a good account ol the Jthanaſian Creed, nor 
ſcarce of the Childrens Catechiſme; Maſters ct Art, but School-Boys in 
true Divinity , and ſo their Pariſhoners continue very Babes all tf eir lite 
long _ | = 

It would make any true Chriſtians heart bleed to think, how mary 
thouſand poor Souls there arein this Land, thathave'no more kno pledge 
of God then Heathens ;, thouſands of the metidicant cotidition never come 
to Church, and are never lookt after by any ; likewiſe thouſands of mean. 
husbandry Men that do come to Church, underſtand no more of the Ser- 
mon then Bruites'; perchance in their infancy. ſ6me of them learnt a liitle 
of their Catechiſme., that is , they could, like” Parro:s, ſay fome broken 
pieces, but never underſtand the meaning of, one line' ( this 1s the common 
way. of. Catechiling) bur afterwards as they grow up to be Men, grow 
more Babes in Religion ,. ſo ignorant as ſcarce ro know their Heaveniy Fa- 
ther, andare admitted to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper , befo:e they 
are able to giye account of the Sacrament of Baptiſme. This 'ir is gene- 
rally. in the Countrey , and in the City as bad, pattly for the reaſon b:tore 
ſpecified , and partly by reaſon the number in many Pariſhes is far g:earer 
then any one Paſtor can iiavea due care of ; he cannot know half the Names 
or Faces of them , much leſs their Faith and Beltaviour , whick is requilt e 
that he may both inſtru& and reprove where there 1s need,, Wherefore 
I humbly conceive. *tis neceſſary to divide theſe numerous Parithes into 
ſeveral parts; but withal to provide means our of them for ſeveral Mini- 
ſters , tor there is no hope to.gain it from their Charity or Piety , which 
is-plain Hypocriſy, ſeeming ſo zealous to hear the Word , but to contribute 
nothing towards it ; the Minifter may Preach his heait out ,j and yet not get 
our of their Purſes any tolerable Maintenafice; a pvor Husvandmanin the 
Countrey of Twenty pound a year, that gets bis bread by the ſweat of his: 
brows, payes more to his Minitter than a Citizen thar gets hundreds a year, 
fiiting at great eaſe in his Shop , and ſpenis more in Ribbonds, Laces” and 
Perriwigs in one year , then he pays to his Miniſter in ten or twenty : I be- 
ſeechthem roconlider what account they will giveto their Lord and Maſter 
at that day. | | 


- But Ireturn to the requiſite qualities of a Miniſter , who according to 
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Sr. Paxlis to bea Governouras well as a Preacher; to a{moniſh and re>uke 
as well as inſtru, and cherefore of two evils choole the leſſer , rather Men - 
defeRive in par.s to preaci), which may be fupplyed by Homilies , then de- 
feRive in Wiſdome and Diſcretion to govern, whicu can'c be ſupplyed by 
0cher mea''s. Buc wouid men be co.ucent with tie rrue Goſpel and Apoſto- 
lick preacinng , donbileſs there migit perſons be fou 1d out fi: for both, ro 
Governan4to Preach; o preach one G01 the Crea. or of all, one Chciſt the 
Redeemer of all, oe Holy Ghoſt the San& fer of all, ro preach che Bap- 
tiſm of Repentance, a:14 che Sacrament of the Lord's Super, to preach Gud- 
lines , Juſtice, Mercy , Charicy, Sobriety, Chaſtity, &c. Allwhico will be 
far berter yerformed oy a gra\e and golly coſcienious Man, well Cate- 
chized, though he vever ſaw Uaiverk. y, cnongh he knew no ocher language 
buc his Motier Tongue, then by any Arifforeirj#,Scoreft, Aquina: iff, with all 
their knacks of quiddiries and qualities , Syll»giſ.nes and «nchy-nems, di- 
ſtintions aud ſubſumptions &c, Nor one Greek, or [talian, or French of a 
thouſand knew any Language bur his Mother Tongae waen the Goſpel farſt 
flouriſhed there; not one /n45an of an hundred thouſand , wiere Sc, Thomas 
planted the Goſpel , ever heard of Platoor Ariſtotle; and ſol may lay of 
many other Nacions where the Goſyel was planted and Prielts ordained. 
When God inſticuted Aaroz and that Priefthood , when Chriſt infticured 
the Apoſtles and this Prieſthood, nota little mentioned of School Sciences 
or Forreign Languages. *I'is true , the Apoſtles by che Ho.y Gholt received 
the gifc of Tongues , becauſe they were to preach to all Nations, but we find 
not any infalion of School-learning by the Holy Ghoſt, nor auy more gift of 
Tongues a'ter the Goſpel on.e ſpread over the world ; God thought ir 
then needle(s, I pray ler's be no wiſerthen God and his Chriſt , who con= 
veried the world by the toolilhneſs of Preaching , but never yer heard of 
any one Nation converted by the wiſdom of Philoſophical Rhetorical 
Preaching, Miſtake me not , I ſay that Sciences and Languages are no way. 
neceſſary for.common Parochial Preache: s, yer I grant that Sciences, eſpe- 
cially Hiſtorical, and Languages eſpecially the Oriental, are very uſeful ro the 
perfect underſtanding of Scripture, an41 very fic for ſome Miniſters to ſtuly, 
£0 whom God hath given parts and means to acquire them, who may be 
helpful ro.oihers; and the Univerli.ies are very good places to train up 
. Youths to this purpoſe ; bur ſtill theſe faculties are no way neceſſary to a Pa- 
rochial Cute , aſmall proportion of Learning with a great deal of Piety and 
Diſcretion is much better. Belides there is another thing much ro be co2ti- 
dered. Were there ſuch grave-conſciencious perſons admitred into the Mi- * 
niſtery as the 4poſtles ordained, ſuch Preaching ſer up as they praiſed , and 
all other decryed , ſuch double honor paid unto the Miniſtry as St. Par 
commanded. and primitively was rendred (ſuch grave perſons wauld ſcarce 
_ ever fail cf it ) then we might find thouſands in the Nation that having 
means of. thcir own , would preach the Goſpel to the poor for conſcience 
: = ſake. 
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- fake. The maintenance for Miniſters in moſt parts1s fowWretchedly Imall (and 
ſo like to be, the Tythes being in the tands of Lay-men without hopes of 
recovery ) that there is no convenient ſupport for men of Worth and Gra- 
vity , and therefore Youth and ſt1iplings as wretched are put into them cf 
meer neceſſity , that they lye not wholly yoid ; whereas if men that had 
ſome Eftateto help to mainain themſelves , being perſons of conſcience and 
convenient knowledg, were put into the Miniftry, and ſuch preaching the 
Goſpel accepted of, asthe Apoſtles and Primutive Diſciples uſed , the Cures 
would be ſerved with far more edification of the people, and honor to the 
Church , then now they are. 
 Imoft bumbly beſeech all in the ſpirit of meekneſs and humility to conli- 
der theſe things, laying alice the veil of pomp ard vanity, whic h blinds their 
eyes, and hinders them from diſcovering the naked truth and fimplicity of 
the Goſpe], I callthe Searcher of all kearts ro witneſs, I wiſh unto all 
Clergy-men both double t.onor and double maintenancealſo , I can't think 

| any thing too much for thoſe who conſciencioully labor inthe Miniſtry. But 

> ſeeing (as I ſaid ) there is no hopes of regaining the Church maintenance, 
# wein prudence ſhould ſeek out ſuch helps as may be had. And rruly I have 

S1eat reaſon to hope, that were this rule obſerced of putting only grave diſ- 

3} Creet and conſciencious perſons into the Miniſtry ( whether Vniverlity men 

3 or rior, it matters nor, ſo as fully inſtruted inthe Doctrine of the Goſpel by 

13 ſound Commentators) many perſons of good rank and Eſtate would: think 

"% 1tnodiſhonor; but rather a higher honor ro enter into it, as.they did in the 

*Z Primitivetime; Julian neerly related to the Roman Emperour , and after- 

wards Emperour bimſelf, thought it ah honor to be admitted a Reader, one 

23 of the lowe# Offices inthe Church, And for the better advancing this 

# | bulineſs, and fitting all ſorts of men with convenient Knowledg for the 

37 Miniſtry, I buwbly conceive it very fit there ſhould be one good and brief 

2% Engliſh Comment of Scripture ſele&ed and compiled out of thoſe many vo- 

2Z luminous Authors, laying a{ide all impertinent ctiticiſmes, atſtruſe queRti- 

3 ons, nice ſpeculations , and the like , fetting down only the plain and mo& 

2 obvious ſence in matters of Faith and good life , neceſſary to ſalvation ; ſuch 

XZ 2 book to be ſet forth by Authority , with a command that no man in Ser- 

mons, Exhortations or Catechilingsteach any thing contrary to it, and what 

ever Learing beyond that is brought into the Pulpit, ler it ra. her be ex- 
ploded then applauded , for if any counterance be given to excui ſions, t! ere 

will. be no end , the itcht men have to ſhew their Learning will ſoon bring us: 

again into the vain unedifying p1aRice we noware in, ] humbly conceive 

It fit alſo that the book of Homilies be reviewed , not to core: any thing 

-in them , :for they are moſt excellent ſound Exhortations, containing the 
true Primitive Spirit ; but ro add to them what ever1s wanting tothe ne-- 

ceſſary DoRrine of Faith and good manners, to teach every perſon how to- 

behave himſelt in his ſeveral vocation, and theſe commanded'to: be read. 
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 "gnce over every year; for | bave obſerved-ſeyera], even 'go04 ana comclen= 
- tious Preachers to take quite another method, ani preach on th's or that 
Chapter-, and ſo inche whole year,, yea perchancein two or three years; 
- never preach on the duty between Man and Wife, Parents and Childr:n', 
Matters and Servants , Magiſtrates anJ Subjefts , or 0711 16 rreat of Pride, 
or Malice, or Cheating , orihe lixe, by reaſon of whi.-h ow1illtons , ſeveral 
in the Congregation are ignorai;t in neceſſary duties , chough righily in- 
ſtruRed in many things enneceſſary. | RTE, On 
I expe@ rhar many will cry our of this as a means to introduce lazineſs in- 
to the Miiſtery, and a hindra:ce from.exerciliag thoſe Tale..ts God hath en- 
dowed them wich, To this L anſver, 'Firft, That 1 bad rather ttie Miniſters 
ſhould be lazy , then the People ignorant in their dury. Bur ſecondly Ian- 
ſwer, That belides Pulpit Preaching , the Miniſter may find enoug! ro do to 
keep him trom lazineſs, and exerciſe the beſt, that is, rhe moſt uſeful Ta- 
lents of a Miniſter, to. vitit and comfert the Sick and AMicted ,, to compoſe 
Differences and reconcile Jaaglers ,to examine and inſtruct che meaner and 
duller partof hjs Flock , who are no: capable of Pu'pic preaching, to whom 
they muſt inculcate both DoQrines and Admonitions ten times over, and 
ſcarcely ſo , make them apprehend any Spiritual matrers. Experience only 
can raile a belief, hoy extreamly dull che com:non people are 1n the mylte- 
ries of Faith , and but little quicker in the principles of a Hoe life. Chriſt 
dyed to fave theſe poor vulgar Souls as well as thoſe of the Gentry and 
more-learn'd, yet thelabor of moſt Miniſters is to entertain thoſe that know 
enough, andare very lazy. in Catechiling thoſe poor ſouls that know no- 
thing, let theſe befully anſtruRed, and then for me, let them ſhew their Ta- 
Tents by preaching as often as they pleaſe to others ; All thar 1 laboc. tor ,is, 
that: thofe may bave it who moſt want ir, either by injoyning ſuch Homi- 
lies as I mentioned to be yearly read, or ſu:h Sermons to de yearly 'preach- 
ed: I am noenemy to true Apoſtolical preaching, God forbid t ſhould 
but to-vain Scholaltical uſeleſs preaching, , to have the Paſtor , who ſhould 
daily watch over his Flock ; fit in his Study all the week long , picking from 
that or this Quaint Author a few beautiful Flowers , and then come on Suz- 
day with his Noſegay.in his hand to entertain Ladies and Courtiers; for m 
partI count this far more finfu] lazineſs, then to read a Pionus Homily on Su- 
day, andallthe Week afier, go up and down from hguſe ro houſe taking 
pains to inſtru and exhort ſuch as I mentioned ; Bur theſe: ſhall be called 
dumb Dogs, yet ſurely by.none bur barking Curs, whoare wholly ig- 
norant 1a true Apoſto:ick Preaching; Pardon me'it I return them their due, 
who ſpeak evil of that they underſtand not, : 
They, will .Obje&t, The ApoPilles and. Primitive Diſciples did not-read 
Homilies , but Preach'd.themſelyes , Neither do Idelite that any one Homily 
_thould|eyer be'read, ſo.as we had the: true Apoſtolick orexchthg borh -on 
SAud&)s 1n publick , and Week-days alſo in private , where there is need : 
| | ES *. gt 
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preaching then we have now adayes. AndTIam alſo ſure, thatin the pureft 
and moſt primitive time, Homilies under another name were read in the- 
Churches.,that is, the Epiſtles of Apoſtolick godly Biſhops written to other 
Churches, were read in the Congregation with great Veneration ; Shall 
the name of Epiſtle make the one applauded, the name of Homily make the 
other reproached, thecontents and the intent being the ſame , to ſtirr vp 
the people to godlineſs ? If this will ſatisfy , let the Zomilies be ſtyled Epi - 
ſites to ſuch or ſuch a Church , and thenI bope they will paſs for current. 
But you will ſay, The Compilers of our Howilies arenot of equal auchocity 
to thoſe Primitive Epiſtlers ; Let that paſs , but I am ſure they are of far 
more authority , then moſt of our Preachers. I pray conſider, how many 
giddy Youths are of our Miniftry , how many of greater age but of as lit le 
gravity or diſcretion; how many that vainly prea.h thea.ſeives and their 
own abilities , not Chriſt and his Goſpe] ; how mary that prea: h piouſly and 
yet not uſefully, but, as I ſaid before, many things unneceſſary , omitting 
many neceſſary : Summ up all theſe particulars, and you will tind a ſmall 
remainder that preach pioully a..d edifying alſo, very few to equal the 


* Compilers of our Homilies; and ihen calmly conſider the great ule, yea 


the great neceſlity cf ſuch Homilies. Bur it youcan furnith al] our Churches 
with pious diſcreet edifying preachi.g Paſtors, I am abundantly ſatisfied, 
and do you ſeal up the Book of Homilies till a new dearth of ſpiritual food , 
which God in his great mercy pievent., Amen, 
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Concerning Biſhops ana Prieſts. 


17 Hoever unbiaſs'd reads the Scripture, thence proceeds to the firſt 
Chriſtian Writers , -and ſo goes on from Age to Age, can't doubt but 
that the Church was always governed by Beſhops , that is, by one Elder , or 

Presbyter, or Prelident , or what elſe you pleaſeto call him, ſet over the reſt - 


of the Clergy withauthority to Ordain, to Exhort, to. Rebuke, to Judg and 


Cenſure as he found cauſe: Noother form of Government is mentionedby 


any Authority for 'Fifteen hundred years fromthe Apoftles downwards. 


Now who can in reaſon and modeity ſuſpe& choſe Primitive Biſhops who li- 
vedin the days of the Apoſtles , choſen by them into the Church , ſucceed- 
ed them in Church Government,yea and in Martyrdom alſo for the Faith, as 
Clemens , Ignatits , Polycarpus and others, who , I ſay, can ſuſpe& themto 


be preyaricators in Church Diſcipline , and take ypon them another form of 
Wy . | {opp 15 ge 6 7 Ls F X 


Epiſcopal 


- 


the Apoftolicat and primative praftice, and are far more uſctul then ſuch 
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Epiſcopal Government contrary to Xooftelican Inſticution. Theſe great 
Maſters of Self-denyal whe gave their Livesfor the Truth, would they 
tranſmic unio Poſterity a Church Goverrment- contrary to the Truth ; ler 
who will believe it , Ican neither beleive ir, nor ſuſpe& ut : And there is yet 
ano:her thing yery obſervable , that all the Orthodox Church diſperſed all 
the world over , ſome parts having no 'correſpondence at all with the other 
by reaſon of diſtance, ſome by Warrs divided and wade cruel Enemies, yet 
all agreed inthis form of Government, and not only the Orthodox, but al- 
ſothe Sehiſmacicks and Hereticks, who ſeperated from, hated and perſe- 
Euted the Orthodox Church , they likewiſe retained fill this form of Go- | 
vernment, as ifall were of neceffity compelled to acknowledge this, having. | 
never known, heard ,nor dream'd of other, Andtherefore nothing but ne- 
cellity , if that, can excuſe thoſe who firſt ſet up another form of Govern= { 
ment to their 04n Maſters, let them ſand or fall, I will not preſumeto cen- | 
ſure them : I will only ſay, That from the beginning # was not ſo, and I ® 
| thank God *tis not ſowith us, but as it wasin the beginning , ſo it is now | 
with us, and ever ſhall be I truſt in God, Amer. 2 
But notwithftanding all this , yet *tis very much to bedoubted whe- 8 
ther they were of any diſtia& Superiour Order from and above the Preſ- 
byters , or one of the ſame Order ſet over the reſt with power to Ordain | 
Elders, to Exhort, Rebuke, Chattiſe, as Timothy and Tirus were conſtituted | 
by St. Paul. For thongh-they were of the ſame Order with the'other El. | 
dersard Paſtors, yet there was great xeaſon for ſome to be placed with grea- 
ter Authority to rule over the reſt. The Scripture tells us, Thateven in 
the dayes of the Apoſtles there were ſeveral ſeducing Teachef$, leading the i 
People intoerrors and Herelies ; and more were to follow after the Apo. | 
liles times, grievous wolves in ſheeps clotbing ; and therefore it was very | 
neceſſary to pick out ſome of eminent ſoundneſs in. Faith and Godlineſs of þ 
life, and ſer themup on high with great Authority , as fixed Stars in the 
 Heayens(ſo ſtyled; Revel. 1.) x0o-whom all might have regard in dangerous|} 
times, as Marriners obſerve in their Sea-faringjournies, But the Scripture 
no where expreſſes any.diſtintion of order among the Elders , we findſ 
there but two Orders mentioned, Biſhops.and Deacons. Of Deacons we 
ſhall treat afterwayds, © Let us now proceed to the Order of Biſhops and 
Priefts, which the Scripture diftinguiſhes not , for there we find but onel 
kind of Ordination, then certainly but one Order, for two diſtin Or- 
ders can't be conferred in the ſame inſtant , by the ſame words, by the ſame 
- -aRons. - They: who think Deaconſhip and Prieſthood diſtin , the one 
. ſubſervient to the other, though they intend in the ſame honr- to conf. 
*  @rate the ſame Man Deacon and Prieft, do they not firſt compleat him Dea. 
con, then Prieft? I pray let afiy man ſhew me from Scripture: (as 7faid 
Timath or Tirm or any one ordained twice ,, made firſt Prieſt then Biſhop, 
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which is abſolutely neceſſary if chey be diſtin& charaQers, and *is general- 
ly affti1med , though I humbly conceive they ſcarce underſtand what they 
affirm, Imean tbey underftand not what theſe chargers are . whether 
Greek, Hebrew or Arabick,, or what elſe. Bu: let that paſs, ] deſire them 
only to ſhew me how a inan can make two characters with one ſtroke or 
motion, A.and B, atthe fame inſtant. Ifthen neither Timothy nor Titus, 
nor any other were but onee Ordained, whence can we gather theſe two 
diftin& charaRers, theſe wo diſtin& Orders ? We find the Apoſtles them- 
ſelyes but once or.lained , thoſe by che Apoſtles but once ordained , and fo 
on. When St. Paul lefi Tir 1n Creet to ordain, he mentions only one or- 
dination , that of Presbyrters, (ſo the word in Greek) no other; ther's no 
commiſſion given him to ordain Biſhops and Presbiters, Who then was ts 
ordain Biſhops there ? not 7 :t#4, he bad no ſuch command, wedo not find 
that St. Paul himſelf did ; And ſure you will not grant that the Presbyters 
which Tits ordained, that they could ordain Biſhops there, for you will not 
allow them to ordain ſo much as Presbyters ? Yet Biſhops you will needs 
have inevery City, and in Crcer were very many , who ordained Biſhops 
for themall? Truly I can't find, nor you neither I believe. But you will 
ſay, The ſuperior order contains in it virtually che inferior order , (let this 
.paſs at preſent ) doth Presbyter then virtually contain Biſhop ? If ſo; then 
all Presbyters are Biſhops. No ſay you , Bilhop is the ſuperior order , and 
that contains in it Presbyter, You ſay ſo, but by your leave you are to 
prove ſo, or give meleaye to ſay otherwiſe, eſpecially ſeeing I have Scrip- 
ture for my ſaying, and you have none for yours. But ſhould I grant Biſhop 
- the ſuperior , what then? wefind Tits ordained not any but Presbyters , 
as he was commanded by St. Paul; ſo we are ſtill at aloſs for our Bilhops , 
we find not their Ordination. Or did St Paul miſtake in his expreſſion , and 
meaning Brſhops in every City,faid Presbyters in every City,let this paſsallo, 
and I pray let ns ſee what you mean by this, The ſuperior order virtually 
contains the inferior. Do not you ſay they are two diſtin&t-Orders, two 
real diſtin& indelible characters imprinted in the Soul, as the School-men 
affirm ( give meleave totalk their Language though I underſtand it not ) 
It Itake a fair Paper and make an A. upon it for the character of Presby- 
ter, and then make a B, upon it for the charaRer of a Biſhop , the ſame Pa- 
per contains both Chara@ers , but ſure one charafter doth not contain 
' the other, A.' doth not contain B- nor doth B. contain A. So the fame 
Soul may.receive two Characters, two Orders, but if the two Orders be 
_ diftin& , how can they contain each other , I underſtand no more then I do 
- theſe Holy ChataRters, If they can paint them out unto me in their. pro 
. per figures, perchance I may underſtand them better , but as yerI ingeni- 
ouſly confeſs my ignorance. I grant in a Metaphylical way of Abſtra- 
- Rjon/; the ſuperior ſpecies contains the inferior genus A Man ,' a rational 
- extature ; contains the afhimality. of a ws oa inferior creantyy 4 
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Epiſcopal Government contrary to Apoftolican Inſticution. Theſe great 
Maſters of Self-denyal whe gave their Lives for the Truth , would they 
tranſmic unto Poſterity a Church Goverrment- contrary 10 the Truth; ler 
who will believe it , I can neither beleive it, nor ſuſpect ut : And there is yer 
ano. her thing very obſervable, that all the Orthodox Cburch diſperſed all 
the worl{ over , ſome parts having no 'correſpondence at all with the other 
by reaſon of diſtance, ſome by Warrs.divided and wade cruel Enemies, yet 
all agreed inthis form of Government; and not only the Orthodox , bur al- 
ſothe Sehiſmaticks and Hereticks, who ſeperated from ,. hated and perſe- 
euted the Orthodox Church , they likewiſe retained ſtill this form of Go- |} 
vernment, as ifall were of neceffity compelled to acknowledge this, having. | 
never known, heard ,nor dream'd of other, Andtherefore nothing but ne- 
cellity , if that, can excuſe thoſe who firſt ſet up another form of Govern- | 
ment to their o»n Maſters, let them ſtand or fall, I will not preſumeto cen. } 
ſurethem : I will only ſay, That from the beginning it was not ſo, and I | 
thank God *tis not ſowith us, but as it wasin the beginning , ſo it is now | 
with us, and ever ſhall be I truſt in God, Amer, 4 
But notwithſtanding all this , yet *ris very much to be doubted whe. | 
ther they were of any diſtin& Superiour Order from and above the Preſ., 
byters , or one of the ſame Order ſet over the reſt with power to Ordain | 
Elders, to Exhort, Rebuke, Chattiſe, as Timothy and T its were conſtituted $ 
by St. Paul. For though-they were of the ſame Order with the other El- | 
dersard Paſtors, yet there was great reaſon for ſome to be placed with grea- } 
ter Authority to rule over the reſt. The Scripture tells us, That evenin 
the dayes of the Apoſtles there were ſeveral ſeducing Teachef$ , leading the 
People intoerrors and Herelies ; and more were to follow after the Apo. # 
liles times, grievous wolves in lheeps clotbing ; and therefore it was very i 
neceſſary to pick out ſome of eminent ſoundneſs In Faith and Godlineſs of 3 
life, and ſer themup on high with great Authority , as fixed Stars in the 
Heavens (ſo ſtyled, Revel. 1.) to-whom all might have regard in dangerous 
times, as Marriners obſerve in their Sea-faringjournies, But the Scripture# 
no where expreſſes any. diftintion of order among the Elders , we find | 
there but two Orders mentioned, Biſhops.and Deacons. Of Deacons wel 
ſhall treat afterwards, ' Let us now proceed to the Order of Biſhops andf 
Priefts, which the Scripture diftinguiſhes not , for there we find but one} 
kind of Ordination, then certainly but one Order , for two diſtin& Or-.| 
ders can't be conferred in the ſame inſtant , by the ſame words, . by the ſame 
- aRjons. They who think Deaconſhip and Priefthood diſtin , the one 
- ſabſerxient to the other, though they intend inthe ſame hour ro conſe 
* crate the ſame Man Deacon and Prieft, do they not firſt compleat bim Dea| 
'- £6n, then Prieſt? I pray let afiy man ſhew me from Scripture (as 7ſaid ) 
Timeth or Titus or any one ordained twice , made firſt Prieſt then Biker, 
be | | "which 
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' which is abſolutely neceſſary if they be diſtin@ charaGers, and ris general. | 


ly affizmed , though 1 humbly conceive they ſcarce underſtand what they 
affirm, 1 mean they underftand not what theſe charaRers are . whether 
Greek, Hebrew or Arabick,, or what elſe. Buc let that paſs, I delire them 
only to ſhew me how a inan can make two charaters with one ſtroke or 
motion, A.and B, atthe ſame inſtant. Ifthen neither Timothy nor Titus, 
nor any other were but onee Ordained, whence can we gather theſe two 
diſtin& charaRers , theſe wo diſtin& Orders? We find the Apoſtles them- 
ſelyes but once or.ained , thoſe by che Apoſtles but once ordained , and ſo 
on. When St. Paul lefi Tt 10 Creet to ordain, he mentions only one or- 
dination , that of Presbyters, (ſo the wordin Greek ) no other; ther's no 
commiſſion given him tro ordain Biſhops and Presbiters, Who then was ts 
ordain Biſhops there > not 7 :t#5, he bad no ſuch command, wedo not find 
that St. Paul himſelf did ; And ſure you will not grant that the Presbyters 
which T rt ordained, that they could ordain Biſhops there, for you will not 
allow them to ordain ſo much as Presbyters ? Yet Biſhops you will needs 
have inevery City , and in Crcer were very many , who ordained Biſhops 
for themall? Truly I can't find, nor you neither I believe. But you will 
ſay , The ſuperior order contains in it virtually che inferior order , (let this 


.paſs at preſent ) doth Presbyter then virtuaily contain Biſhop ? If ſo ; then 


all Presbyters are Biſhops. No ſay you , Bithop is the ſuperior order , and 
that contains in it Presbyter, You ſay ſo, but by your leave you are to 
prove ſo, or give meleavyeto ſay otherwiſe, eſpecially ſeeing I have Scrip- 
ture for my ſaying, and you have none for yours, But ſhould I grant Biſhop 
the ſuperior , what then? wetfind Tir ordained not any but Presbyters , 
as he was commanded by St. Paxl; ſo we are till at a loſs for our Bilhops , 
we find not their Ordination. Or did St Paul miſtake in his expreſſion , and 
meaning B:ſhops iz every City,laid Presbyters in every City,let this paſsalſo, 
and I pray let ns ſee what you mean by this, The ſuperior order virtually 
contains the inferior. Do not you ſay they are two diſtin&-Orders, two 
real diſtin& indelible chara&ers imprinted in the Soul, as the School-men 
affirm ( giye meleave tortalk their Language though I underſtand it not ) 
It I take a fair Paper and make an A. upon it for the chara@er of Presby- 
ter, and then make a B, upon it for the charaer of a Biſhop , the ſame Pa- 
per contains both Chara@ers , but ſure one charaQter doth not contain 
the other, A.' doth not contain B- nor doth B. contain A, So the ſame 
Soul may receive two Characters, two Orders, but if the two Orders be 
diſtin , how can they contain each other , I underſtand no more then I do 


_ theſe Holy ChataRers, 1f they can paint them out unto me in their. pro 


per figures, perchance I may underftand them better , but as yerT ingeni- 


ouſly confeſs my ignorance. I grant in a Metaphylical way of Abſtra- 
Qion',.the ſuperior ſpecies contains the inferior genus | 
- creature ; contains the ahimality. of a Horſe, the inferior creature, 


A Man ,' a rational 
but 
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- : and-can make Prieſts. or Biſhops as he 
hat the Superiour Order vir- 
t ſounds as if. it were ſome- 


- 


. Ot 24 oo ASTON !Q1 
 Afts.20.St.Pailſendsto Epheſms to call the Prechyters of that Church unto 
him at M45lerum, and ſpeaking othem-he calls chemall Biſhops (in our Tran- 
Cation "tis Overſeers) Verf. 28. So in his-Epiſtle ro the Phillippians,he direfts. | 
to al the Saints with the Biſhops and Deacons, both in the pluralnumber, fo | 
that by the word Biſhops, we muſtneeds underſtand Presbyrers.; for Bilbops | 
_ as we now taketheword , were never many in one City., I pray obſerye | 
alſo St, Paui*s Epil. to Tits, T, FF. For this cauſe left I thee tm Creet=-+-that | 
thou ſhouldeſt ordain Elders in every City-—4/ any be blamele ſi-- for a Bilhop | 
muſs be blameleſ5. Tit not here evident, That an Elder and a Bilhop.in Sr, | 
Paul's Languageis one and the ſame, otherwiſe there were no coherency | 
at all in St. Paul's ſpeech. If this be not convincing , beyond all poſlible eya- 
fion,, I underſtand nothing of diſcourſe. * Other ſuch places are obvious in 
Scripture to every one, | need mention ne-more;; only I delire to inform the | 
Reader of a paſſage to tis purpoſe, in an Epiſtle of Clemens tothe Corinthi- 
. #ns,This C lemens-is mentioned inSciipture,& is he whom St. Peter appointed | 
his ſucceſſor at Rome, and who was of ſo-great Authority , that as St. Zze- | 
- Foe tells us, this his Epiſtle was read in-Churches :. Now in this. Epiſtle 
_ Clemens pariicularly ſeisforththe conſticution of the Church by the Apoſtles, 
and what Miniſters they ordainedfn the Church ; to wit, Bzfhops and. Dea- 
"£025, he names no-2ther, which ſeems to me as full an evidenceas can be, thar 
. there were no other Orders in the Church in thoſe days butthoſe two; om 
© yet weare ſuretherewas then-Presbzrers in the Churchzfor Peter and Jobs: 
_ all rhemſclves. Prevbyters , and St. Peter calls them Prechytersro,mhom he 
- wrote his. Epiſtle fo chat if there werebut two Orders, to-wit, B:ſhopgand 
, Miges Prechpre uſt be one and the ſame with: Jiſkepyor with Deacons, 


not with Deacons.,' therefore one aud the fame with Biſhops; One Order 
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ralled by two riames promiſcuoully in Scripture,as hath been:ſhewed Before:- 
And I delire you to obſerve that of thoſe two names Presbycer and Biſhop , if 
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- ſo far] runs them, that all were Presbyrers , all Biſhops, becau 
one, an | 
' t, andthusThumbly conceive firmly proved by my former Argument of* 
* ene Ordination , wherein two diſtin Orders'could not be conferred , {o- 
- that ftill/T require them to ſhew me from Scripture where theſe Presbyter-- 
*' Biſhops were twice 'Otdained , elſe it cannot be ttuly affirmed they were - 
- tpally:and aQtually Prieſts'and Biſhops: As for thatanfwer , Tharthough 

-” bur one Order was conferred ; viz. Epiſcopal , yet that being ſuperior to the - 
+ Paefthood contains this virtually in u ;. firſtyou are.to prove Biſbop robe. 
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there be any dignity and'eminencyexpreſt in one more then the other , ſure- 
|&-1s in the name of Presbyter ,. not' Biſhop, becauſe the ApeMes rhem- 
ſelves , and-che chief of the Apoſtles (as-ſoime wouldhave it who ſtand high- 


eſt on their Pantables) are in Scripture ſtyled Presbyrers or Elders, as the 


word in;our Engliſh Tranſlation , but never-B:ſhops , as1 remember. And 
therefore 1 can't but wonder why that haughty head: of the Papiſts ſhould. 
net aſſume to himſelf the title of kit proviates predeceſſor St. Peter , Pres-- 

byter ratherthen B:ſhep, Unleſs it be by God's providemial-diſpoſureto. ſhew 
his blindnefs in this as wellas in other things, and make hint contute himſelf” 
by this name of Biſhop , which was never. given to St, Pter , nomore then: 
St, Peter give unto him the Headſhip of the Church, As to- the interpre-- 
tations and anſwers given'to theſe and ſuch like.Scripture expreſtions ,; ſure- 
I rieed riot take any pains to confute them.;. for they are ſo- weak as chat 


Petavin, alate Writer, and great ſtickler tor'che ſuperiority of 'Epiſcopacy, . 
durft not rruſt to them, [nor would venture his credit to make uſe of them ,. 
'burt found out'a new and rare conceit , as he Conceives;, That theſe Preſ-- 
'byters mentioned in Seripture and called-by_ both names:, were. all really” 
"Biſhops, and that the Apoftles ordained them ſo, as- moſt: convenient for 


that eime ; for the Congregations of the Faithful being ſmall ;thereneeded- 


-no"Prieſts under the Biſhops to officiate , and yet there. was: need -of a- 
Bifhop'in thoſe ſmall Congregations, becauſe there were ſeveral things to be 
"done; which were not withinthe power and capacity of 'Presbyters to at,. 
(as he ſuppoſes ) v:z. -the laying on. of -kands , and confirming the Faithtul 


after Baptiſm , the veiling of devoted Women , the reconciling of peni-- 
tents, the ordaining Deacons where there was need, and adds-moreover”- 


ſeveral impertinences, asthe making of Chriſm , conſecrating Churcli-Veſ- 


fels. &c. And Peravins mightily applauds himſelf in this coneeitz as the - 


- only means to clear all difficulties ; Our Door Hammond alſo finding the 


uſual interpretations of thoſe places of Scripture above mentioned too weak: 


- to ſuſtain the arguments builded orthem for the Unity ot Order, goesalong. 
| after Peravixs a great way in the forecited diſcourſe.(though not in'the latter 


impertinences), and affirms that the Presbyters then were all' B: Jhops , And 
| caule all was- 
one was all, ſeveral names not'ſeyeral Orders , as they-would have 
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ciour to Precbyter , which I deny., che Ap9 Ves being p:euliarly* called 

Presbyters. Secondly, that one con.ains ihe 0. her , [ſuppoſe is-already con- - 
fared; and fully declardcha. it canno: be; An1 as / m-n:ioaed before, you do 
in eff;&confels ic your (gives Dy your ora&-ce ;\ for ifche Superiouc Order 
ſo concains ihe iuferiour as to enable a man : hereby 0 i& all chings belonging 
co the inferiour, itisa very impercinen. thing £9 0:daina man, as you do, 

| Firſt a Deacon,thena Prieſt, then a Bilhop, wacn you deliga to coaktr ali up- 
on him 1 the ſame day and hour, 


Luper 


And'now 1 pray give me leave to examine a little Per4vim his rare. conceits, 
which he coaceives will ſatisfy all former obje&ions, and wili-meet with no 
new ones. . He confelfes the Presbytersof the, Apoſtics rimes were all of one 
Order , viz. Biſhops , becauſe the Prieſts of each congregations might per- 

form thoſe ſeveral as he mentions, which a bare Presbyter is no: capable of. 
And why not capeble of them , how doth he provethis? he brings nor one 
tittle of proof tor this out of Scripture , where there are good prootsto the 
contrary. ; St. Peter and Sr. Fohn, Presbyters , could do ail theſe and more; 
Ergo, Presbyters ate capable of all. Bur faith he , The Apoſtles were Bijhops 
alſo , alſo is umpertinent, as lfignifying ſomewhat elſe; whereas I ſay and prove 
+3: oncand the ſame Order, only another name, it lyes upon him co prove 
this difference of Orders ; and how doth he prove it , becauſe Presbyrers can't 
do the ats of a Biſhop; why, this isrhe thing in queſtion ; and thus be runs 
round to prove this by thar, and that by this, and not one rictle out of Scrip- 
ture for either. know full well by ſeveral Canons of Councils made ſome 
at one time, ſome arano: her , the Biſhops reſeryed many things to themſelves , 
whereof moſt of them had been praiſed formerly by Presoyters, and the 
Canons were made to prevent the like for the future ; for had there been ſuch | 
a practice, there had. been no need of ſuch Canons , whereby they reſerved 
theſe things unzochemlelves,and for their own grearneſs would needs perſuade 

the World, that Presbyters were not capable of them. I grant, that for de- 
cency and order in that ſence , ſome things may be reſerved to ſome, other 

- things to others to perform, butthat the Order of Prieſthood was not capa- 
ble, is even ridiculous that the Prieſthood being capable to do the greateſt 
things, ſhould ot be capable to do the lealt; he can conſecrate the Souls of 
Menby Baptiſm and the Lord's 5 uppers , yet (forſooth) can'tconſecrate their 
Oyl, and their Cups, ani their Candleſticks, which we never heard the | 
Apoltles did or dream'd of , bur are the fond dreams of doting men , jult like 
the Phariſees waſhing cups and platters after the Do&rines.of Men. Really 
there needs no better confutation of their diſtinRion,and ſuperiority of Epiſ- 
copal Order, then the mean ridiculous things which they aſcribe unto' their 
Bilhops, anddebar Presbyters of, which my thinks a Presbyter thouldeor- 
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xemh were ey offered kim ; and therefore fuch Arguments as theſe: are got 
.worth.che ſmall pains T have caken abourthem, © - RS 03. Heil) | 
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the number of Ch: iſfans 'increating, and FaQtions ariſin inthe Church x 


the Apoſtles at. length towards the cnd of theis times, choſe out of theſe 


Presbyter- Biſhops , ſome chief Men, andplaced them as governours over the 
reft, and reſerved unto theſe principal Men the power of ordaining ; thus. 


far ] freely conſent , the Scripture declares it, and it ſeems moſt Rational. 


And / humbly conceive thele Governoxrs , and Ordainers were Men of Sreat 
prudence and moderation, and probably had alſo that gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt, The diſcerning of ſpirits , and judging of Men (a gift mentioned in- 
Scripture among others ) that -none-might be admitted into the Prieſthood 
but Men of meck and peaceable: ſpirits, But now 1 would ask Petavins 
when theſe Governing Ordaining Biſhops were ſet over the reſt of the 
Presbyter- Biſhops, when Titus was firſt ſettled with this Authority in Creer,, 
and when Timothy was thus placed at Epheſus , where we find before were 
ſeveral Presbyter Biſhops , what became of them? were they un-Biſhop'd and 
made ſimple Presbycers? they muſt no more Ordain nor govern, but be 
ſubjeR to T wmathy and Titus. . Tam ſure it was thought no ſmall puniſh- 
ment in future Ages, when Byſhops werethus by decrces of Councel abaſed 
and caſt down unto the Presbyter form, and it was for ſome notorious: 
crimes. Epray what crime were all theſe Presbyter-Biſhops guilty of, to be 
thus handled, and tumbled dewn into another form? Truly Petavies 
deals hardly with them, unleſs he can ſhew us their crime. Or will hein- 
ſtead of acculing them excuſe himſelf, and ſay they were not un- Biſhop 
Nor abaſed , but only reſtrained from exerciling that power their Order 
was capable of, had they been commiſſioned thereto. Truly I muſt com- 
mend Petevirs if he will thus ingeniouſly confeſs the truth, for I ſhall by 
and by fully declare that *tis the diverſity of Commillion , and not of Order, 
that enabtes men to a& diverfly , and that a Biſhop withoart commitiion can 


| do no morethen a Presbyter without commiſſion; and therefore I farther 


begs of Peravins > that, tillhe can prove the contrary , he would conftſs 


| themalſo-to beall of one lingle Order, called only by divers names, Prieſt 


or Bzſhop, and one choſen out ofthe number ,. not the reſt abaſed, bur he 
exalted -with Authoriry'to Govern. This is the rational and common pra- 
Qice of all Societies , Corporations, Colledges, Monaſteries, Conclave of: 
Cardinals, what not; There is no new Order- ſuppoſed in any of thele ,, 


- bur enly a-new Elc@ion, anda new Authority given, according. to the 


fundamenta] conſticution of each Society. The Pope himſelf with his tri- 
ple Crown and triple dominion over all Patriarcks , Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, 


pretends to have no new Order of Popeſhip , but only. the new Authority 
._ conferred by his EleRion : why then may not Presbyters choſen to prelide- 
- over thereſt without any new Order, do the Jike. And for this very rea- 
fon conceive Fuſtin Martyr u es the name of Preſident always for Biſhop, 
_ and $i, Cyprian allo,a Biſhop hiniſelf , and moſt glorious Martyr , he calls. 


himſelf 
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Fete the main JiinAionberrixt himſelf andhis Preshyrers, that He was 
he org bes ad wap raggrnk pred {> gr 10'more : 
"Nor doth the name of Bithop in the original Greek | nity any more then 
-an Overſeer of the reſt.  Andas for the avoid ing of Herefies and Fattions, 
they thought ic meer to ſertle ſome:Biſhop , of great ſoundnels in'+ aith, 
and g64lineſs of life , with authority to.reſtrain and chaſtiſe diſorderly Pa- 
Nors, Juſt ſo ,, when whole Natioas were converted , and not only the Pa- 
ſors butthe Biſhops: alſo (who had overſight of the Paſtors) encreaſed in 
number , then for the ſame reaſon it was thoughbt fit there ſhould be an 
Overſeer of the Biſhops, and be.called an Arcli-Biſhop ;z when tbe Arch Bi- 
ſhops were multiplyed,'then another ſet oyer them , and he calleda Patriark; 
and at laſt one over the Patriarks, and he ar: a Pope Catexochen, 
thouzh-Papa before was anameat:rivu:ed to ocher | iſhops. Now as Pope 
Patrriarck,, Arch-Biſhop, Biſhop, areall one and the ſame Order (Papiſts 
theafelyes grant this) ſo-Bijbop, Elder, Presbyter , Prieſt ,all one and the | 
fame, only one of thele ſet over the.relt, and he now particularly oe Mit 
cops ;that is, Bilhop Catexochen , becauſe he overſees the Overſeers: but 
this laſt conſtirurion only is Apoſtoiical, the other of Arch-Bithop, Patriark, 
Pope, are.meer humane -not at:all meritioned in Scripture, ae tie 
" But. now another ObjeQiva ariles. - Perav;xs grants that all the Bdens #3 
which the Apoſtles Ordained were Biſhops , an towards'tbe end of the'A- | 
Poſtles days they ſet ſome eminent.amongft chem oyer the reſt to govern and | 
-ordain Elders in every Cityas'Timathy and Tirws,andtheſe Elders in every 
. City were Biſhops, and thus the Apoſtles lef; the Chyrch wirh Biſhops 6n- 
' ty and Deacons, And this is evident by what.l broughc before out of Cle- | 
mens, who lived afterthe Apoſtles.days , and mentions only Bilhops and | 
. Deacons left by the Apoſtles. ' This being ſo , I defire to know who after the | 
Apoſtles dayes began this new kind of Ordination of Presbyters or Elders, | 
Not Biſhops , the Apoſtles Ordained none ſuch ; who then? and by whar | 
Authority was this new Order ſet up? the Scriptare mentions it not; when | 
: ery bold undertaking without Scripture or A- | 


. 


__andby whom cameitin? Av 
: poſtolical prafice. . ; 
I will not boaſt my conceit as Peravix doth his ; only I wiſh the Reader | 
to conlider which is moſt practical, moſt rational , 'or rather moſt 'Scrip- | 
tural, thereon frame this whole Fabrick as the Rock and only fure Fonn- 
_ dation; humane brain is too weak to, eretand to ſupportthe Fabrick'of the 
'Church of God, which the Romanifs bave made a very Babel with their 
humane inventions and multiplyed CharaRers and Orders; ſonie of them 
' wonld have nine ſeveral holy Orders in God's Church Militant here 'on 
. Earth, becauſe there: are .nine-ſeveral Orders of Celeſtial Fpirits in the 
Chyrch Triumphant in Heaven.- This is a Caſtle of tlieif own building* in 
the Air,a rare Foundation for God's Church, |. Others will have feyen i 
MM. Ea tn 3 3 ar, 


- perl Odders ind Characters 25 feven' Gifts of the Holy: Ghoſt. Hath the 
 Haly:Ghoſtabenbytfeven: ſeveral Gifts to.confer on Men? St. Paul,1 Cor.12., 
county-patotigiunez not'as:if theſe were all,, but only- for example ſake, | 
to {hew'us' that many and divers Gifts are conferred on us by one and the 
ſame, Spirit:3: andin the concluſion of the ſame Chapter he mentions eight. 
Theſe things were: uttered accidentally according to the occaſion, not as li- | 
miting the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt to any ſet» Number, But if you will 
tarther look- into their application of theſe Gifts of the-Holy Ghoſt, and ſee 
to'what;kind of: ſeveral Orders they appropriate them, it would make a 
Man amazed:to-ſee ſober learned Men, even that great Wit and Scholar 
Aqiaanus, diſcourſe in ſuch wild manner ; as did you but and behind a Cur- 
tain.toihear.and nat ſee'them, you doubtleſs would conclude - you heard 
ſamdald WomanintheNurfery telling her:Dreams-co Children,rather than 
Divine Boftors! in Selmol..  I'lename but one or two of their Orders. The 
Porter of the Church. Door is: one, and. (he forſooth) hath a Sacred Chx- 
raQer. jmprinted'on bis Soul,and his gift is the diſcerning of Spirits, that he 
my. judg: who are fit toenter into God's Church, who to be ſhut out. 
Another of their Orders is that. of Acolothi, who are now (anciently they 
* were quite another. thing certain Boys carrying Torches, :and attending, 
on. the Biſhop (aying: Maſs 3 theſe have their Chara&eralfo, and their Gitr 
of the. Holy Ghoſt, is: the 7zterpretation of Tongues, - ſignified (no doubt 
_ on't) by-the Light'in theis Hands, but underſtand: no more of Tongues 
_ thaw the Stick of their Torch. I wilt not weary you. with more of their 
Abſurditics. pt | | 
:-Our:Epiſcopal Divincs rejeQing theſe chymerical fancies .of 'Orders-and- 
Characters, Cappoſe it:t6'be a certain Faculty and Power conferted: by' the: 
laying 6n of Hands for the exercife of Miniſterial Duties 3 and according;to 
this purpoſe the Superior Order contains the Interiour, as the greater Pow- 
er contains 1n it'the leſs ; Thus Epiſcopacy being the ſuperior Order,contains 
in-it Priefthood: and Deaconſhip, theſe three are their ſuppoſed diſtin&- 
Qrdars::4{ They. may ſuppoſe this if: they. pleafe, and 1 may ſuppoſe the 
cantraky: But would gladly'know on what Scripture they ground: this: 
diſcouiſe, that's:the thing I ill require 3 and there'we find: no Jarger Fa-: 
culty or. Power given'to Biſhops, but rather to Presbyters, as I have thewed, 
the Apoſtles who had the greateſt power being ſtiled Presbyters, not Biſhops. 
| And when our Biſhops do Ordain Presbyters, donot they uſe the very ſame: 
form of words which ouriSaviour iuſed: when. he-Ordained the Apaſties Þ 
| Receiuet yeithe Fldy Ghoſt: wiſe fins-ye forgive, they art forgiven,' &c- -''D&- 
they:not then by the fame'words confer the fame power ? (for I hope they* 
uſe noiEqQuivocation,' nor mental Reſervation) if. the Power be the ſame, 
the Order-is the:ſame by their own Rule. - Again, let us examine their own' 
Practice 3 Do they not require a Man ſhould be ordained firſt Dezcon,: be- 
er be ordained Prieſt, and Prieſt - Biſhop ? what needs this, a 
All ; I | +." RE 
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the ſuperiour contains the iofcriour. - But in Scripture we find it otherwile, | 
Timothy who long officiated; under St. Pani as a Preybyter, when he was left 
at Epbeſus, and {o when Tits, was: left at Creer, both to be Biſhops, we find 
80 new ordination 3. were this requilite, ſure the Scripture would have gi- 
ven us at leaſt ſome hint of it, but notjone tittle there. But if the Scripture 
be defe&ive in expreſſions, you will*ſufply.it by the expreſſions and pra. 
Etice of the Church im firſt ſucceeding Ages. | 07d - Being 9H2E:; 1 
B:fore you go onand take much pains to ſhew me this, give me 'leave 
to tell you, that I ſhall not eaſily recede from Scripture 'in fundamentals, 
cither of Faith or Church-diſcipline, in things indifferent of themſelves, 
or in more weighty matters very doubtfully expreſst in Scripture, I ſhall. 
always moſt readily fubmit tothe interpretation of the Primitive and Uni- 
 verſal Church, I require both Primitive and Univerſal 3 for 1 ſhewedibe- 
fore,. that in matters of Faith there were ſome errors:very Primitive,yetinot 
continued by the Univerſal Church, but rej<&ed in ſucceeding Ages. And 
at the time of the Evangelical Reformation by Lxther, MelanGon, Calvin, 
&c. 1 can ſhew ſomeerrors generally received in moſt, if not in all the 
Churches of Chriſtendom, but neither approved nor known by the Pri-. 
mitive Church: wherefore I require what you produce, ſhould'be both 
Primitive and Uviverſal, and this to interpret ſome: place of 'Scripture 
doubtful in it (elf, not plain» Now as to the bufineſs in hand, I cart yield: 
that the Scripture 1s very doubtful init, or ſcarce doabtful at all 3 for though 
in Scripture tis nat in terminis (aid, Presbytery and Epiſcopacy are both one 
and the ſame Order, yet the circumſtantial expreſſions are (as 1 have ſhew- 
_ &d)-fo {frong and many,. that they are equivalent toa clear expreflion in 
 8erminis. Secondly, .this not a matter of any indifferency, but of vaſt and 
dangerous conſequence, if miſtaken, That a Church without ſach Biſhops 
as you require can't be truly calld a Church, and ſo we ſhall exclude many 
Godly Reformed Churches : For if Biſhops be of ſuch a ſuperiour and di- 
ſtinR order as you pretend, if the power of Ordination be inherent in them 
enly, Then where no Biſhop, no true Prieſts ordained, where no Priefts no 
Sacraments, where no Sacraments no Church. Wherefore I humbly be- 
feech you be not too poſitive in this point, leſt thereby you do not only con- 
demn all the Reformed Churches, but the Scripture and St. Pawl alſo; who 
eells us, That the Scripture is ſafficient to make us wiſe unto Salvation,both 
in matters of faith and works alſo, . to inſtruQ and throughly furniſh us to 
every good work: and will any deny this of Ordination to-be both a good 
_ andneceflary work, ſeeing that the powerful preaching the Word-'and: ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacraments depend upon it. "Wherefore I dare not by 
any means ſu[pe& the Scripture defeRive in this weighty affair. Yet to 
ſhew: you our willingneſs to hear all things; let us hear what you can tell us 
from Antiquity, | Et Br" _ 


” - 


The 


| phanins, three hundred years after the Apoſtles, 
 frum whom. the main Objeion is drawn againſt the Identity of Order, and 
that asa Cannon Ball againſt us beyond all poſſible refiſtance, but you will 
find it to be a meer Tennis-Ball. Epiphanius making a Catalogue of Here« 
ticks, puts in Arizs for one, who was an Arriay, and moreover held that 
Biſhops and Prieſts were all of one Order,and of equal Dignity and Authori- 
ty.and that a Presbyter had power to Ordain, Confirm, and in ſhort, toat 
anything equal with a Biſhop. That he was an Heretick is apparent, be- 
ing an-Arrias4. nay, ſhall not ſcruple to yield unto you that he was an He- 
retick in this his afſertion concerning Epiſcopacy and Presbytery, (as we now 
underſtand them) 3 I (ay, the Aﬀertion contains Herelic in one part but not 
in every part, viZ.. That the Biſhop and other Presbyters are of equal au- 
thority and:power toaQ: this may, in ſome ſenſe, be called Herefie, for it 
is'againſt Apoſtolical: Conſtitution declared in Scripture, therefore an He- 
refre3: and'it you can-ſhew me from Scripture as much againſt Identity of 
Order; I ſhall brand him for an Heretick in that alſo; but being ſure there 
is no ſachthing in Scripture, there can be no Hereſie in affirming the Iden- 
tity, I fully agree with Tereullian, we can make no judgment, de rebus fi- 
dei, mſi ex literis fidet, of matters of Faith, but from the writings of Faith; 
that 35, the Scripture,and therefore I ſhall never be pulled from this Pillar of 
Truth, The Scripture is our compleat Rule of Faith,no Opinion is hereti- 
cal and damnable whichis not againſt that. Now, Good Reader, I pray take 
notice that Epiphanizs was a very godly Biſhop in the main, but yet a very 
cholerick Man, as appears in that his fierce conteſt with Fohx Biſhop of 
Conftantinople, and his bitter expreſſions therein, which I do not mention in 
diſparagement of this holy Man, but only- to give the Reader a caution to 
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28 . remember, that paſſionate Men do ſometimes cenſure morc ſeverely than 


there is cauſe; Epiphanizs being a Biſhop,and finding the authority and dig- 
nity of Epiſcopacy much diſparaged by Arixs being an Arriax Heretick,talls 
upon him ſharply for this his Opinion alſo, wherein he was in part much. to 
be condemned, 'as I freely confeſt before, bat not in the very Point now in 
queſtion 3 nor doth Epipbanizs himſelf condemn him in this particular as an 
Heretick,: but only in the groſs, to which I freely give my vote. But you 
will:tell me, that a Man of a far milder temper, St. 4uſtiz, doth olfo enxol 
Zrins among Hereticks. I know it well, but I defire you to know that 
St. Auſtin doth not lay this to his charge- as an Hereſie, for he faith only 
thus 3 ZErens alſo was. an Heretich,.for be fell into 4Arrian Herefie,and be added 
ſome Opinions of bis own; then 'St. Anſftin recounts ſeveral of his Opini- 
ons, whereof this wavone, That. he afhrmed there was. no: difference be- 
tween a Biſhop 'and ai Prezbyter.z where' I pray you obſerve,. St. Xnftin givcs. 
. us the reaſbn_ why he ratks him with Hereticks, ' (viz.) - becauſe he fell into 
the: Arrian: Hereſie'3 then follows, And he added ſome Opinions of his own: 
| Sf. Auſtin calls theſe Qpipions mot Herefies, for he doth not'fay he added 
167509 | G 2 mor 
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more Hereſies of his dwn..' Secondly, E:pray you obfexve,St..4uftininakes 
no mention” of- his affirming the Identity of Order, but only this, That there 
was no-difference at alt between|Biſhop and Presbyter, wherein .I wall code 
denid Arins as well as you; +But'as: for the Identity of: ©xder,- 'tis well 
known that St. 4aftin is noted by Medina, a Papilt Writer,.and others, to 
. encline to this Opinion 3 but for my part; I think the words quoted from St. 
-Auftin do not expreſs any Opinion one-way or other to this purpoſe,but are 
only a Complement to:St. Hierom, 'who was but'a Presbycer 3:jyct indnuymi- 
lity St. 4#{tin being a Biſhop,acknowledges bim to be his ſupexioutin.many 
thisgs. But I defire you to take' notice of another very- xemarkable and 
moſt worthy paſſage of St. Auftin 3 who: tells us plainly. that we are.not.to 
read him, or any other Author,ever ſo holy,or ever:fo learned, with,any ob- 
ligation to ſubmit to his or theix Opinions, unlefs they provettheir Opini- 
ons by Scripture, or convincing Reaſons. So'then, had Frizebcenidecla- 
red both by Epipbanius and: St. Auſtin alſo, to have been a Heretick 1n-this 
very-particular of Identity-of Order, yet 'they bringing neither Scripture 
nor any Reaſon at all, but meerly a bare narrative of Xrizs and his Opini- 
ons,not ſo much as calling his Opinion in this particular Hercfie, much leſs 
offering proofs for it ; by St. Aaftin's rule we may, with:great civility. to 
them and great confidence in the truth,ſtill affirm the Identity of Order. 

- But how will I anſwer that Obje&tion taken out of: St. Hieromi, whoy lay 
you, was as great a leveller of Biſhops with Prieſts as any(and therefore-what 
ever comes from him, you may be ſare is'extracted from him by the power- 
fulneſs of undeniable truth) yet he confeſſes that Biſhops have the authority 
of Ordination more than Presbyters. A:Man may ſmile to ſee this.ufed as 
an Argument for the preheminency of Biſhops, which-is direQly againſt it : 
For St. Hierom having, diſcourſt of the quality and Identity of Presbyters 
and Biſhops, and having brought many Argumetits from Scripture to prove 
that Biſhop and Presbyter was only two names for one and the fame Of- 
ce 3: for a further confirmation hereof asks this queſtion, I pray what doth 
a Biſhop do more than a Presbyter except Ordination ? Plainly itimating 
thereby, that this could make+:no ſach diftin&ion .of Eminency: in them 
above Presbyters : I beſeech. you conſider, Do not Presbyters perform Of- 
fices of a higher nature than Ordination ?- Presbyters are ordained Emba(- 
fadors for Chrift,to preach his Holy Goſpel for the ſalvation of Souls ;. they 
are under Chrift, Mediators between God and the People to make intcr- 
ceſhon for them 3 they adminiſter the Sacrament: of: Baptiſm, .whercin the 
Children of wrath are regenerated: and made the Children of God,and'Heits 
of eternal Life; yea,they adminifier the Sacramento the Lord's Supper al- 

{o,the moſt tranſcendent a& of Religion and Chriftiart Dignity,whereby we 
are made partakers of the Body and Blood of: Chrift : And what doth a Bi- 
ſhop more than theſe except Ordination ? whichſbeing no Sactament, . ſure 
is. infcriour in dignity to the other mentioned AR, and therefore cannot 
| S_ elevate 
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nt0a egree; . Judg now, I befeech you,” whether this 
qaeliiore. rtjakes? propor 093 Are nbt fuch qieftions always tending to dif- 
parkgenient'd' When atly 'Maii-is boaſting his Power and! Authority, ſhould 
F edmeiand'abk; What'ican'you'ds more' than others,” unleſs it be in this 
or that poor buſineſs not worth ſpeaking of ? would he not take this as an 
affront? Wherefore it catinot enter into my head, that St. Hierom intended 
byithis Queſtion-to expre(s any ſuperiour Orderabove the Prizfthood, but 
ous Product 'v38. \'That Biſhops having nod other power diſtin 
Fo Pipiefts But OrdinaHion, :this could be no Argument for a Jiſtin& and 
ſuptriodr Order.' 'An# now I deſire my Reader; if he underſtand Latin, 
to/viewthe Epilike of-St.' Hierom to'Evagrinr, and doubtleſs He: will won- 
der to'(4&Mets h4vgthe confidence to: quote'any thing out of it for the 
ditin@ion- between pany $90 Presbytery, for the whole Epiſtle is to 
ſhew:xhe'-Idenfiry.of theme; *'Betfore I chanced to read this Epiſtle, I was 
of the erroneous Opinion, that Biſhops were a diſtin& Order, but fo con- 
vinc'd by this Epiſtle, as I'was forced to ſubmit to a change : And I far- 
ther defire'my Reader to obſerve the various fate of St. Hierom and Arins : 
Erius is reviled 4s' an Hetetick for affirming this Identity of Order 3 Hie- 
nam paſſes'for a Saint,' and a gredt DoRtor of the Church, though he affirms 
the very Tithe 45 fully as: rims, or any Man taht do;* and therefore it miy 
he:my;fattto be reviled: as rin} wisy bytbur bY rherath's rejoyce 
and be exceeding ghd when we arc- revited for his Nantes ſake, ( or 
for' his Words fake; ſure all is one) 'for great'is our Reward 3 and fo Tpro- 

Butithere lies yeta great ObjeRion made by , ouy good Biſhop Hall; he 
tells how that Ty of a -PrerÞyity of- Eee ns tO Or- 
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dain othersy\ ad that dſtarwiards;" 19a" Collicitf of Yhitttd Bilbops in 
Zxypt,\ their Ordinativif Wis detfared All; Becauld ordained by a Preby- 


ter From this- and fome other 'ſuch- Inſtances, the Biſhop would prove 
that the 'Order of Presbyters is not capable to 'ordain, therefore Pops 
Or 


are adiftint Order. -T art fotry ſo good 'a Man had no better a'proof 


his\ intended purpoſe. It Rems* he quite forgot how that, the famous 
Council of Niee;' oonfiſting ofabove three hundred, made'a Canon, where- 
it they dectare, That if any Biſhop ſhould ordain any of the Clergy be- 
longing to-another Biſhops Dioceſs, without conſent and leave had of that 
Biſhop to: whoſe Dioceſs they did belong, their Ordination ſhould be null. 
Youſte then'tye irregular 'Ordinatton of a Biſhop is as null, 'as the irregular 
Ordination! of-a Presbyters therefore the irregular Biſhop; and the irregular 


| Preebyter: are- of the farne Order, of the' ſame Authority, neither able to 


Ordain.: 15 it not molt evident by this, that?cis not their Order-but Com- 
miſfion that makes thern capable to Ordain 3 fare an irregular Biſhop is of 
' the ſame Order with the regular : Is the Line'of his Diocels like a Con- 
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jurers Circle, within it he is a Biſhop, without it he 1s;none,.. No, but 
- within it he hath Commiſſen given him to Ordain,. without/ it: no-Qom- 
- miſſion, nonor joat in his: own Diveels beyond-his| Commiſſions, hich 
is to otdain only.the Clergy of 'his own Dioceſs,, and within' his own-Dio- 
cels. Can any thing be plainer? Cellwthas then. being.but a Prechyter, 
and under the riſchGion of the Biſhop of Alexandria; his taking upon 
him <0 ordaia Presbyters, was highly irregular .and.inſolent, and therefore 
moſt juſtly declared null. . .I defire the Papuſiical School-Diyines, with their 
manifold indelible Charafters, to obſerve, hexe, how ealily the Councib dafhe 
- out the indelible CharaQterof Presbyter: imprinted.on the Souls of theſe Men 
irregularly ordained, they made a clear rafiire, not one tittle of it Jeſt, And 
could they fo eafily cancel the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt 1 leave my'Schook 
men to find-out how this;rare feat was done-. And ] proceed to add:a Ca- 
non taken from a Council at Antioch:concerning -Ghorepiſcopi, much-to our 
purpoſe. - © + bag | | Sree, 
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When the Apoſiles had ſettled Biſhops in every City, with authority 
of ordaining and-governing the ſeveral Churches or Congregations with- 


being thuslets 


; vine power from Chriſt and his Apoſtles to ordain Prieſts, he that hath not 
this divirie power of Ordination, can no more ordain a Prieſt, than a Man 
without the divine power of Creation can create a Star, both are impoſſible 
48 nature :' from whence-it muſt follow, that theſe Comntry Biſhops were di- 
realy mad in undertaking; to ordain Prieſts, having received no ſuch di. 
_ vine power from Chriſt, -bis Apoſtles, or their Succeſfors: ' But if we take 
theſe Conmery Brprpyiforſober godly Perſons in their right wits (as doubt- 
leſs theyWwerebeing ſeleQtcd for that Office) they mult needs believe thar be- 
4ng/ Priefts alone, they had power to ordain other Prieſts 3 and .alfo be- 

lieved, that the Biſhops having made them Overſeers and Governors in 
their little Circuits, they had alſo received thereby Commiſſion to ordain 
as'wellasto govern, and were as little Biſhops under an Arch-Bifhop, for 
ſachreally. they weres (othat Tean'tin charity cenſure them ſo much as 
of conturnnacy in taking\uponther more then_(they thought at leaſt) they 
had Commiſſion to a& : I'doubt not but thechicf Biſhop would be wary 
enough not to employ any contumactous perſons. I conclude then, firſt, 
That it was only a meer miſtake, an eafie and pardonable miſtake of their 
Commiſſion, © Secondly, That. in thoſe Times it was not thought an im- 
poſſible thing for bare Prieſts,- no'Biſhops, 'to ordain other Prieſts, for then 
certaifily they-would never have undertaken it. AndI confeſs my ſelf of 
theit opinion 3 and can't but ſo continue till I ſee more reaſon tothe con- 
trary. | 
And I hope my Reader will fee what weak proofs are brought for this 
 diſtin&ion and ſuperiority of Order, no Scripture, no Primitive General 
Council, no general Conſent of Primitive DoQors and Fathers, no not one 


Y Primitive Father of Note ſpeaking particularly and home to 'our purpoſe. 


Only-a touch of Epiphanizs and St. Auſtin upon Arius the Arrian Heretick, 
but not declared;no not by them,an Heretick in this particular of Epiſcopacyz 


W Gthat I my ſelf declare more particularly againſt him then theſe Fathers 


23 do, accuſing him of Herclic in part of his afhrmation concerning Biſhops, 
28 though not in every part- | 

3 © 1Ifhall conclude'this buſineſs by giving my poor Jndgment drawn from 
IF the preceeding Arguments. I find in Scripture that the Priefthood is a holy 
Order, into which no man is to thruſt himſelf unleſs he be called 3 I do 
not find that Deaconſhip hath an inferiour part in it,- or Epiſcopacy above it, 
but that it is compleat and entire in it ſelf, and that it may involve many 
Agminiftrations in-oneand the fame- Order,and ſometimes many in one and 
| theſame'iperſon. © 'St. Fobn was an Apoſtle, an Evangeliſt, a Prophet, a 
2&7 Paſtor, a Teacher, an Ordainer {which we call Biſhop))' all theſe Gifts he 
= had by one and the ſame Spirit, and in one and the ſame Prieſthood. Chriſt 


= himſelf was of this Order, - s Prieft for ever after the Order of Melchiſedek , 


that is, both King and Prieli, theſe were his Offices; he is called alſo. the 
Biſhop of our Souls ; Was this in Chriſt a diſtin and ſuperiour Office or or 
wats a 


f 


der wg 5  Prcthonh rope wilpn m60 iam I) And Chriſt told | 
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allo, Kings "and Praeſtc, -25,St, ok tell ES, 14 Qur, Sayjour's Kjngdom 
was not of this World, no more was that of: the Apoliles ; 3 Our- Fork ie s 
Office of Prieſt and. Biſhop was ove andthe ſame, ſq, was that of the Apoſtles: 
and they Ordained and. ſent,: qthers, ag:Chaiſt Orgained and; ſens. ich 
here was no.diſtintion.on diveaficy of Quder:inCltiſhandehis.pnofilenno 
more Was hep: int (E,vr were Ordained and. feat by y,theApalicythongh 
there might bt be deſig of Gifts or Adgminifrationt ally WESEnNt Ha npo 
nor Prophets, AY had the) gift of Tongues, forme of Prophefigy ſame-gf 
Miracles, ſome gf diſcerning Spirits 3-apd. ſome. ſuch; Gift 1 conceive; they 
bn have w omg e ApoBilss conſtituted ſuperintendent Qverſeexs,Biſbops 
ver [6 ed .g{pecially withithg Gift of:Diſcerpivg and Judging Of 
- Men, thers F LET enfraRed: with the; Oxdaining at. others), for 
*y Þ there nee Oedes bus &heenJargementonlyinf;their Cho 
| Nuh. to: Gadajyt9 pr wy ver ce-and govern tho{ethat were: Ordained,'. And 
theſe, 35.1: Bid, +1116 heiog ſettled jn.this erojnent mabner over the reſt, 
were called OE that namg in Greek, which ſignitiss asmucÞþ,and which-wein 
Fog C Ag, P And by, degrees: this :pame, was: whelly-appropriatfi tQ 
them. lathiso er APIS, Ief6-the; Chureb, at theis;leaphy ſand io 
mY order t ix Succeflors coptinued.it ;(as in duty ſure they ught)- from 
time to time near one thouſand five hundred years, without any gs oo 
tion. -Whercfore forany toalter this way vf Government, pr.to take- 
them to Oxdain, nat being choſen. this way! to its; they wayld be guiley of 
great ralhneſs. and high preſumption : ; and I thack, God,lam- as zealous for 
the preſerving this Primitive way;as any Man 3. -Yet; I panngt by any means 
conſent to them, who wauld.haye Epiſcopacy-to be a diſtinct Order, for the 
Reaſons before given,z nox can 1. think the Ordination of 2 Priefitmade by 
Pricſts invalid, , for though -it ought not be done, -(-but oply of neceflity;?) 
yet beivg done *tis valid;; and certainly.may: without any crime be doge by 
any Prieſt, by ſhipwrack or any ſuch chance caſt into.a Country; where there 
Were: none Commillignared to Ordaing: in ſuch. a. caſe; he-wpightantl.evght | 
to-Ordain other fit; Pexſqns. fox the Sexvice-of God, and Preagttipg af; the | 
Golpel..: For who.can doubt-but that. the:Subſtance.is to be* preferred hefoze | 
Re: ? And as St, Pawd.approved of the Preaching of. Chriſt out of envy: 
rather than no Preaching; ſo doubtleſs. ta Ordain out of order is better than: 
ng. Ordigation.and the Church, of Chriſt be deprived: AfNrezchingaBrajivgs 
apd Adminiſtzingithe Sacramepts, and al-ether:PaBiogal2Dutica+o-1o::great: 
neceſſity may. well excuſe any jreegularity ; :Yet 'wheae Ordex.om;.poſſibly 
be obſerved. it ought to bes for God: is theiGad of Order: : Wherefore he-that 
willfully trapſgrelles againſt Qrder,, tranſgxeflesagainft God; and dial} re 
cezpe 49 Os Ramnation:. for ifto reliſt the Ordinance of Man ovly iv. .hy- 
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mane and temporal things be, damnation, much more is it, to reſiſt an Apo- | 


tolick Qrdinangran things Spizitual and Divine. 
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+44. -* »- Concerning Deacons. 


T:YAving thus ated and united the two pretended diſtin Orders of 
KL 4. Epiſcopocy and Presbyeery, I now proceed to the third pretended Spi- 
tasl Order, that of Deaconſhip. Whether this of Deacouſhip be properly to 
be called an Order or -an Office, 'I will not difpute 3 but certainly no Spi- 
rirituz) Order; - for their was to ſexve Tables, as the Scripture phraſes 
irvehich/in plain Engliſh'is nothing elſe but Overſeers of the Poor, to diftri- 

bute-juſily and diſcreetly the Alms of the Faithful, which the Apoſtles wouJd 

got nt feives withal, leaſt it ſhould hinder them in the Miniftra- 
tion of the Word and Prayer. But as moſt matters of this World in proceſs 
of rime defle& much-from the original confjitution,ſo it fell out in this buſi- 
neſs; for the Biſhops, who pretend to be ſuccelſors to the Apoſtles, by 
lietle and ficele took to themſelves the Diſpenſation of Alme, firſt by way of 
Inſpeftion over the Deacons, but at length the total Management, and the 

 Deacons;- who were meer Lay-Officers, by degrees crept into the Church- 
Miniftration, and became reputed Spiritual Order, and a neceflary degree 
andiep. to: the Priefthood, 'of which I can find nothing in Scriptare and 
the Original Inſtitution, not a-word relating to any thing but the ordering © 
of Almsfor the Poor. And'the fiſt 1 find of their officiating in Sritu 
- matters, is in: Fuſtiz Martyr,who lived in the ſecond Century, he relates.,that 
when the Biſhop had conlecrated the BreM and Wine for the Lords Supper, 
the Deacons took it from him, and delivered it to the Lay-Communicants 
there preſent, and carried it alſo to the Faichful that were abſent, hindered, 
F gucfs, from coming by-fickneſs, or fome other ood excuſing caufe. In 
the beginning +when the Congregations of the Faithful were ſmall, the 
Biſhop himſelf delivered the Communion to them, bur at length encreafing 
to great numbers, it would have taken too much of their time for the Biſhop 

| to havedelivercd it to the whole Congregation 3 fo the Deacons were made 
uſcof as.fit Perſpns' for this matter for in thoſe days there was always 4 
:Conimunion in the/ Aſſemblies on the Lords-Day, and the Laity that Day 

| -brought cheir Alms andPreſents with them, which-were delivered unto the 
© Deacons to diſpoſe of to the -Poor by the Biſhops direQion, and therefore 
the: Deacons receiving from their hands their charitable Benevolence, were 

thought che titteſ to return-again WIITINES the conſecrated Mſn 
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being part of their offerings.” © Burris evident this'was not yet come to be 
es nera Ipractice of all ChiareNes;'but'only in Gretct 'whete" Fun Mar- 
tyr lived 3 for Tertallian who lived in Africk ſome years after 7»ftin declares 
that the caſtome there waz, to receive the bleſſed Sacrament from the hands 
of the Biſhop only, whom he calls the Preſident, that is, whoſoever was 
chief in the Aſſembly whether Biſhop or Presbyter: But yet I confeſs that this. 
cuſtom of the Deaconsdelivering the bleſſediSacramegx, © or at leali one part 
of it, viz. the Chalice, by degrees bzcame the cuſtome jo molt Churches in 
after Ages3 and ſo paſſing from' one thing to another intime they came to 
adminiſter chE Sacrament of Bapxiſm,: and at-Jaſt to the; miniſtration ofthe 
Word, the buſineſs which the Apoſtles peculiarly teſerved to.thetnſclycgjand 
which the Biſhops alſo for a long; time reſerved ſ6 entirely to themſelves 45 it 
was thought a,great inſalengy;for any,even for the Rreabyterse; ta:take/ upon 
them to. preach in preſence of the. Biſhyp- #olerius.Buhop of| Hipþai(as Paſs 
dius xe)ates)was ſharply;rebuked by his (cllew:Biſoopi! for ſuffering; Sts! Auſtin, 
then but a Presbyter, to-preach before him-:' I'know;ſometitnes it; was ſuffers 
ed allo in other Churches, but very'rately, where the Biſhop him(elf was of 
weak abilities for the work, and had ſome Presbyters under. him:very Emi-+ 
nent, And ſoit was with Biſhop Va'eriwe. and St. Aſtin, a perlan'of .great 
note in; thoſe days. An: thus-you: ſee in proceſs of-time; how {trangely 
things alter from their original inſtitution, the Biſbops ont preaching, .and 
become fervantsof Tables,: and' the Deacons from fervitz of Tables Rep: up 
into the Pulpit and- became- Preachers. | But Petavius takes upon him to 
prove Dearonſhip a ſpirituzl Order, and brings us a more carly authox for* ie 
than Fuſtin, that noble Martyr mentioned before, Ignatizes who.in, his;Epiltle 
ad Tralli, calls Deacons: (as Petavius conceives) Miniſters; of the Myfteries 
of Chrift.. - Here 1'find;that, which I eften lament, learned-men to:go. on 
ina track one aftcr another, and ſome through inadvertency;/ ſome throagh - 
partiality take many paſſages of Mcient Authors quite different from their 
meaning, as here, all following the firſt erroneous Interpreter of JIgnativs. 
Whoever firſt tranſlated this Epiſtle of Ignatizes, ſure this fancy of Deacons 
ran much in his head,. otherwiſe he could never have found-them here, for 
*tis evident the word Diaconus in thisplace relates to, the Presbytery newly 
before mentioned, telling the people they ought to'be obedient to the Pres- 
byters as to the Apoſiles of Chriſt ; (then. follows). Jox muſt 2berefore pleaſe 
them in all things,being Miniſters of tbe Myſteries of Chrift, Mark I befeech 
you, Tou muſt therefore 3 is not Therefore a-particle relating to what: went 
before, viz, to the Presbyters, otherwiſe the ſpeectiis. very abſurd...,.Should 
I fay, Presbyters are as the Apoſiles of Chrift,therefore you mult.in all things 
pleafe the Deacons, were it ſence ? no, but juſt, ' Dew 3u clo, ergo,baculus in 
angelo; but to ſay the Preghyterg are, as the Apoſiles, therefore you! mult 
pleaſe them in all things,being the Miniſiers of the-Myſteries of Chrift,as the 
Apoſtles were 3 this is very good coherent {ence ; and: forun the words of 
Jenatine 3 


cTguatins 3 but. the wedk. Interpreter miſtaking the word Diacones, ran in- 
png ny -and'7many Learned{Men without any conſideration have run 
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| all they zonverſed with, in the Faith: of 'Chriſh:and 


Godlintfs, for-which 
many" both" Men and Wome ſuffered Martyrdom, -- Wherefore rhough 
Philip the Degcon and! Stephia Preach: the Goſpel,-it fignifes nothing! ro. 
the Spirituality of the Deacdnſhip, ſeeing 'that thouſand of Lay-men 
Wornen alfo-did the like- -Agd fo the. Apoliles laying their hands: oh 
thoſe choſen to be Deacons, fignifics as little to this -purpoſe. - Do not we 
find that Pawl laid his: hands 6h the' converted Dilciples at Epheſws; and 
they received the Holy Ghoft, 'and Prophelied, ' yer none of them ordained 
either Presbytet vr Deacon. © And' ſometimes: the Apoſtles Laid their hands 
on thoſe that were already ordained, both Preibyters and Apoſtles alfo, 
as on Barnabas and Paul, when they were ſent forth'to Preach. * This lay. 
ing of hands was a-Cerctnony uſed on ſeveral occaſions, I accd not mention 
more, they are obvious to any that read” the Scripture, - 'Tis evident then 
from Scripture, that the firſt inſtitution of 'Deacons-was a meer Lay-Office, ' 
I will riot ſay a prophane Office (as ſome too profly-and -irteverently have 
rermed. it) but a pious and honourable Office in the Church of God, to 
ſerve Tables, to take careof God's Poot 3 but (as Thave ſhewed) in py 
of kirne it became quite another thing, and ſo different from the Original 
Inſticution, as it made Chryſoſtewe, and divers other great and good Men, 
doubt whether the Apoſtles did not-conftittite two: forts of Deacons, forme 
for this Lay- Office, ſome for $piritual-Offices : Had Chyyſoftome conſulted 
only Scripture, he would never have doubted, nordream't of two forts of 
Deacons, there being no mention at all butof one3 but he ſceing the pra- 
Ctice of the Church (which he was unwilling to-condetan) fo difterent from 
that one Apoſtolical Inftitution-of -Deacons3 this ſo confounded the” pood 
Man that he knew not well what to make 6f it, and willing topiece Soripture 
and rhe preſent pradtice together{/to put a new-patch aponan old Garment, 
made the rent the wider, rending the Deaconſhip in two pieces, which of 
old was but one, only-to ſerve Tables3 which Office he that uſed: well,pur- 
chaſed to himſcif'a good degree, a good eftcern, and ſo- it might be a re- 
commendation to the degree of Pricfihood, 'though no neceſſary ſtep to ir. 
And fo we find that tioly Deacon and moſtrrenowned [Martyr St, Lawrence, 
was made a Prieſt, bit continued afterwards in that ſame'Office:of Dea- 
con unto Death, which he ſuffered ina moſtcruel manner, laid on a Grid- 
Iron over Coals; rather than he would give up the Treaſury of the Church 
and Alms of the Poor, to the covetous eruel Tyrant. This holy Deacon 
Petavis bringY to prove, - that Deacons by" virtue'of that Order only; did - 
miniſter in holy things, telling us, that St:-Ambr, tions how hegdid 
 Cviftribute in the Lords Supper, the Blood of Chrif:to :the Communijcants 
under Biſhop Xiftus. Whercas' St. Ambroſe tells us how he'Conlteraecd the 
Blood of -Chrift, which phinly ſhews how antruly Peequivs deals with ut, 
and that St, Lawrence was a Prieſt, not a bare Deaton,* for wither Paovier, 
nor ever any atowed Deacons the 'Confecration! of TL 4 
ng fo TRIT = FR S "BY | Wherxe= 


whetefore ſeeing the Seriptur& allows Deacdns,. as Deacons, no more:then 
ſerving of /Tables far thePdor, : whateverelſe' Miniftration is allowed them 
4s ley naked "Authority; mot\ Divine; and their Office-or Order,”-which 
you pleafe to'call it, 'being about Temporal things muſt be Temparal, not 
Spiritual. And:{o Licave them to their proper Office of ſerving Tables, not 
finding in Scripture A EGRNE VEE belonging tothem.- 8 
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« Baprifiery was laced; and-then 

| $ Tables Ard noiinle- 
'riouy Miniitler dideifter:Baptife,or, admidiſter:thetholy:Chomunion, utlebs 
\ittwere by the Biſhops oxder.:0n;urgent ocrafions,'.' Theſe things-ate ve 


i *we}l kdown tothe Learned, who are conveaſant 1 n-Jonatizs his.Epiſijes, Fw- 


fliz Martyr, TertulliaupCypriun, agdotherfucceeding Writers. -And inchort, 
nothing was done of any moment, as is plain in Igaztius, but by the Biſhops 
direions. But at length the number of Chriſtians growing great, and 
multitudes of Child ren daily Bornzand an Opinion growing us 25-2. it 
was abſolutely neceſſary for the (alvation of Children not only to be Bapti- 
zed, but alſo to;xeceive the va Communion before death; it was impoſli- 
ble for the Biſhop to beat hand' to-erferm'all, 6r tg give particular order 
for all : Neceſlity forced every Prieſt in his Cure,to perform theſe Offices,Yet 
. 1iproceGot: Time the Opinion of the neceſſr ytor'Children to, geceiverthe 
:holy-Communion.' befare death,” declinjog, and; few. or none-admmigted till 
; the :age of: diſcretion; and the neceſſity.of Baptiſm for Children fill continu- 
- ing; the Biſhops ſuffered Hill all, Miniſters to, Baptiſe, bur reſurned to them- 
(elves: againithe:power. of Contiming, and: Licepling; youth, to. the holy 
Garyrhunion../ And bilhops only for:a Jongtime.exccuting this, Office, it 
-grew by. deggees/inro ah Qpinion; that Biſhops, only were capable co.do ic, 
and. that Confirmation was Sacrament,-and ſuch a Sacrament 2s inferiour 
-Pricfts, {uppol;d then alſo to be of an-inferiour Order, were not to-meddle 


, -with. , ' Whaterrors will Men, yea learned:Men, carried along with a croud 


Ndecinto,, not willing to: Band 'in, oppoſition with. a 


"8, Y ol ude, eſpecially 
iwben-euntenaaeed by the: Bilkop their, Superiour-. And then ſucceedin 
[earned Men having in theix: infaricy.ſucked:in the exror,. continueit in their 
-HiperiFeprned-YEats, and endeavour to defend 25-3:ccrcain truth 3. and. ac 
Jaft-ig paſſeth foran Artiele of Faith, neceſſary to be believed.., Thus have 
1 Jaid; out before you the true State and Progreſs of this buſineſs of Con- 
fumpations OT 13'S :; >} | F | | Wes gp 
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- :-Now:E. pray: conſiders firſt; Suppoſe Confirmation, to; be-2 Sa crawent, 


-Aard-tq he; adminifired-by;the 'r Mhep.only, cond None: ta be -«Jmitted to the 


-Eords Tabletill Contrmed;. How is it, Pollibls for. a-Biſhop,of ſo-lerge a 
Dioceſs, as ſame of: ours;are; (ſome;extended three or tourſcore miles,many 
forty or fifty). perſonally; to-Confirm half the Youth:ina. Diocels, if he duly 


 exarnine each.one, as. is mpſ-fit; and neceſſary, 1Weiles:how thists perfor. 


med;'in-.their-Trignniat-Viſucations3-.not :Qu3rtcr. of aboſe; who pre ad- 


mitted, ever come t91the Biſhop,: aud yet. the <2Wd [3s great 7: What is then 
8onc. to thoſe that,come 3. Fheylaxt asked' by; the Bilbops: whecbre hes be. 
lieve, and. will perform-thoſe thirigs their Godrfathers and God-rnothers af- 


Armed and promiſed for them at their Baptiſm: they.apſiver Yes.apd ſore 


lh | 


onfirmed + But what, choſethings {axe, whether they, undetians, ind Faj 
. gixKa good account of thoſe thin gS, not a word of this, Oh bu 


t the Curate, 
who 
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{who pteſentsthoſe Children tothe Biſhop, aſſures him that they are-fully 
ſ6ſtruced(for ft3 this is the thing'we complain of #n&defire:to be redref- 
[fed 3-thavitemay not befleft]to thediſcretion' atid care 'of every Curate,/ſee- 

ing what pittiful creatures are by them admitted: ' And do wenot fee ſfome- 
times (the Curate defiring to pleaſe the fond Mother) Children confirmed fo 
young aScantiot-without\a-miracle be of a capacity to-underſtand thoſe di- 
'ving'Myſterics.-- -Belides;-it may often happen that a'pious Child well fitted 
"for the holy Sicrament;-ang percharice being weak; earhefily Qcſires it be- 
«fore hisdearly, yermult tip Tome years ill nexe- Vifitarion; 'or take a long 
- -Jogthey co cherBiſhop,” for which ke tmiy waiit Erength'or means! to ſup- 
port him! -:Burin'thePrimitivetimes'the'' Biſhops Confirmed every: year 3 
their Dioveſs alſo was very narrow, ſo that acceſs tohim was quickand' ca- 
ie,/ and the work was as eae to the Biſhop, /yea and eafie alo'to the inferi- 
:0tr Curdter0 infiruct-audpriepat& ther; forParetits and Maſtery 'didithen 
according; yotheiv bounded dur tthegraatneg)e@ whetcof in theſe daics 
*will find-foxe*-punilbmenthcxht Jt day): made'2it! their *chitEilcare' roirf- 
ſtruct their Servants and Children from their infancy in the Principles'of 
Religions io fv 3s 26) FT nity ori tn port ST. 
_ - Youſee how impoſſible it is for a Biſhop in alarge Dioce(ſs and Triennial 
- "Viſitation to perform'this neceſſaty'work as it ought{i:and therefore ih the 
ſecond phace-confider; how necelary ittis for' the! Biſhop to'ppoint* ſore 
diſcrect'cor{tiencioas' Minifters'-(as out Dean Rurals ſhoul-'be) tn (everal 
'Circuits to examine and licenſe to the Lords Table': For I paſs it as pratited 
that Confirmation is no Sacrament, and if it were, why may not Pricfts- 
-not-Biſhops perform-it ?' certainly there is not one'' word in Scripture for- 
-biddingit, or any.colourable pretence againft'ir;*nor -tati I diſcover the 
leaſt ground of reaſon to forbid it 3-inferiour Miniſters performing other of: 
kces fupzriout to'it, and certainly*equalto it, though it'were 'a Sacrament, 
which our Church denies; ' There is nothing in the worldican 'be pretend- 
cd, bur thatin the beginning'Biſhops did only perform it. To this I an- 
ſwer,'That from the very beginning there were no other Prieſts but Biſhops, 
as L haveſſheived yous! and -thert Biſhops, - did" all other Miniſterial Duties, - 
Preach, Pray, Baptize,Catechiſe 3! and in ſucceeding Ages;wher there-were 
feveral inferiour Prictis not Biſhops, : all bat Confirming was ever tranſmit-. 
ted to them 3 and to Deacons allo Preaching, ' Praying: and Baprizing; nay- 
Baptizing tolerated in neceſlity to Midwives (I would glady- ſee any ſtich 
thing in Antiquity) and ſhall Confirming,the meaneſt of all theſe,be denycd 
"Prieſts? * Lou wlll tcll.mie there have-been derrees inſfome Councils to forbid 
it ; Andiwillyoube bound'up toall.the-decrees of Councils, without Serip- 
ture -orany reaſon for.thern ?: If oncexwe kave;Stripture and hearken to- the 
dodQtrines of men, ever {6 Holy ever {0 Learned;ever ſoPrimitive, we ſhal] 
ſoon be wheedled into the Papiſts Religion, -and many other Errors, which 
the Papiſts themſelves now rejec,: as I-have declared, at large- before, ang. 
£95 therefore. 


& + 


-n{ſoon as: Churches wtre:built, wheres. che Baptiftery. was jplaced;: and>then 
/brougbt-uito the1Uhauithiiaddadmittedito the SDrds Table: "Arid noiwnle- 

'riouy Minitter didkeither:Baptife,or, admidifter:the holy:Chmmunion, utlets 

\tiwere by the Eiſhops order .on.urgent ocrafions. Theſe things ate very 
 *well known to-the Learned, whoare converſant in-Tgyatizs bis Epiſtles, Fu- 
flig Martyr, TertullianzCypriup, and otherfucceeding Writers. And inſkoxt, 
nothing was done of any moment, as is plain in Igaatis,but by the Biſhops 
direions. But at length the number of Chriſtians growing great, and 
multitudes of Children daily Bornzand an Opinion growing up alſo, that it 
was abſolutely neccfſary tor the (alvation of Children not only to be Bapti- 
zed, but alſo to;xeceive the holy Communion before death 3 it was impoſli- 


ble for the Biſhop to beat hand toperform'all, or to give particular order 
for all : Neceſlity torced every Prielt in his Cure,to perform theſe Offices. Yet 
. in,proce(s of. Time the Opinion of the neceſlity for' Children to, xeceive the 
: holy Communion before death,” declining, and: few or none admitted till 
. the age of diſcretion; and the neceſſity.of Baptiſm for Children fill continu- 
ing; che Biſhops ſuffered RiY all. Miniſters to, Baptiſe, but reſumed to them- 
(elves: againithe.power. of Contyming and: Licepfing youth. to the holy 
{Cammuynion. And Biſhops only for:a long time executing this Office, it 
grew by, degrees info ap ;Qpinion, that Biſhops, only were capable to do-it, 
.and. that Confirmation was a Sacrament,,-and ſuch a Sacrament as inferiour 
. Pricſts, fuppolſcd then alſo to be of an-inferiour Order, were not to meddle 
. -with. Whaterrors will Men, yea learned Men,carried along with a croud 
ſlide-into,, not willing to; Rand in. oppolition with.a multitude, eſpecially 
; when-counfenaneed by the: Bilhap their, Superiour-, And then ſucceeding 
[earned Men having in their. infaricy.ſucked:in the exror, continueit in their 
xiper;Learned;yeats, and endeavour to defend it as 4.certain truth 3, and at 
Jai ig paſſeth foran Article of Faith, neceſlary to be believed.., Thus have 
1 Jaid. out before you the true State and Progreſs of this buſineſs of Con- 
.frmation- 2500-44 SISA 1 Gets 93 O4EECR 97 3ts 3, nokeg 7 54 
. :;Now.1. pray.-confider- firſt; Suppoſe Confirmation to; be a Sacrament, 
_ ard-tq be;adminiftred-by.the -Biſhep.only,.:2nd none: to be-5dmitted to the 
-Lords'T able til} Confirmed; How 15 it poſſbls for, a Biſhop of lo large a 
Dioceſs, as ſame of- ours are;(fome;extended three or fourſcore miles,many 
forty or fifty ) . perſonally to-Confirm half the Youth-in a Dioceſs, if he duly 
examine cach one, as is moſt fit: and neceſſary, ;, Weiſee:how this ts perfor- 
med. in' their Trigpnial-Viſitations3-.not a:quarter_ of thoſe; who Bare ad- 
miteed, ever ccme t91the Biſhop,; aud yer the, crowd js great :. What is then 
gone to thoſe that.come They axe asked by; the Biſhop, whether they. be- 
lieve, and. will perfo1m-thoſe things their God-fathers and God-mothers af- 
firmed and promiſed for them at thicir Baptiſm: they. apſwer,Yes.and ſo-are 
confirmed : But what. thoſe things are, whether they underfiand and cap 
_givca good account of thoſe things, not a word of this, Oh but the Curate, 


who 


_ 
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who preſents thoſe Children to the Biſhop, aſſures him that they are fully 
inſtruced'for its this is the thing we complain of and defire to be redreſ- 
{ed 3 thatit-may not beleft]to the diſcretion atid'care of every Curate, ſee- 
ing what pittiful creatures are by them admitted. And do wenot ſee ſome- 
times ( the Curate dcliring to pleaſe the fond Mother) Children confirmed fo 
young, aS'cannot without'a miracle be of a capacity to-underſtand thoſe di- 
vine Myſteries. - -Belides,-it may often happen that a pious Child well fitted 
for the holySacrament;-and perchance being weak; earheflly deſires it be- 
fore his dearly, Yermult ſtiyſome years till nexe Vifitarion; 'or take a long 
* Jogtney co heBifhop,” for which'ke my want trength' or means! to ſup- 
port him: -: Bur in the Primitive tines the / Biſhops Confirmed every year 3 
their Dioceſs alſo was very narrow, ſo that acceſs to him was quick and ca- 
tie,/ and the work was as eaſe to the Biſhop, / yea and eaſe alſo to the inferi- 
-oar Curite to infiruct-and{prepat&them 3 for Parents and Maſters didthen 
according'to their bounded duty i(thegreat negle& wheteof in theſe daics 
will find foxe-puniſhmentacthe Jt day) made it! rheir © chief care to-iri- 
ſtruct their Servants and Children from their infancy in the Principles of 
Religion: #5 5514 ts lh sf TEE — 
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therefore I forbear,ſaying more now to this purpoſe 3 but proceed to a third 
Conlideration, .What-will be the beſt means to-prepate Youth for the recei- 
ving the holy-Communian in every Cure, and then preſent them to ſuch as 
are appointed to Licenſe them. (TIS 2 Tens 
__ LTacheficti place, T humbly conceive it will be neceſſary to add unto the 
_ Catechiſm, a ſhort and plain Pargphraſe upon-every ſentence in the Creed, 
the Lords Prayer, and Ten. Commandments, and 'paxticularly to explain 
every uuuſual hard worgd-therein. .' Fox thoks general Queſtions at the end 
.of themi;danot {o ſufftgiently open; the underſtandings of the weaker or 
dullex Yauth, as that they know how: to:apply thoſe generals to each pax- 
ticular {encence3- but many-Youths who;can mo readily fay the Catechiſm 
to.a' little, yet undexſtand many words, no more than if they were Gyeeh , 
aud. ſcarce are able to give-you the meaning of any Sentence in their 
own: words: * And: although they: have . all perfeQiy.by heart , as - we 
Iayj, .yct: have very; little -in- their. heads and underſtandings; and 
s Rarrof may be well nigh as capable of the: Lords Supper, as ſome of 
d90(9) lfY te bo a&REE LAS ' | : ds #1 
In the next place I muſt tell you, That I fear as much Miniſtess of the 
beſt parts'as thoſe of the macaneſt for this neceſſary work of Cacechizing, 
Jeſt both baye the fame e&R, though-they at extreamly : different, the 
one talking non (ence, the other above:common ſence,*both of them con-. 
Laoding thebegine of the poor Xouths, who underſiand neither of them. 
I have heard ſome Learned Miniſters call the Youth together, ask a few 
Catechiſm-quellions, which the Boys anſwering readily are commended 
and diſmiſſed: And then-begins this learned Mana-profound Lecture, ſha- 
ped according to his own large dimenſions, at. which:bath Boys and Men 
allo for the molt pat: BAZC, !aS aft @ -prodigious Monſter of Learning 5 and 
perchanceſome of, thera ſay to themſelves the fame, that Feftus faid to Se. 
Paul, The Maniahefides bimfelf, much Learning hath made bins mad. Suxe 
hedoth not know-where he is, not i8 .an Unierſity-Shool of Divinity z 
but in an Aſſembly of weak and filly Youth '(who mult be fed with milk, 
and ane (vt capable of firong meat) where it were better for him wick St; 
Paxs, #0 ſpeskfive words with bis uaderftanding, that by bis voice be may teach 
otbers alſo, than ten thduſand words in an znknown tongne, or in ſuch Engliſh 
as they underſtand no more than an unknown tongue. I humbly beſeech 
theſe Men to attend to the, Form and.Phraſe of the Goſpel, and mark what 
kind of matter and lavguage the Divine'Oracle uſetl in Preactiing it, even 
to the learned. Scribes and:Phaziſtces, and:to learn of him: who was lowly it 
beart,,aud came #49 ,to ſeek; bis o2pn gl bat the glory of Him that ſent bim.. 'l 
defire them alſo to-read the latger end of the firſt Chapter of 1 Cor. and the 
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beginning. of the (cond, and learn, from therice to. ſpeak: the Wiſdom of 
God in the weak and fooliſh, way of Preaching, to inſtru and gain the 
weak and fooliſh, . yet wile,unto God. Really vo Man that hath not made 
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fome experience can believe, how firangely weak and dull thouſands both 
of boyes and men alſo, are in apprehending ſpiritual matters : ſo that a man 
had need to ſtudy much, how to fit their weak heads with a ſutable dit- 
courle, and hath as mach need of great patience alſo to repeat every thing 
again and again, andeven beat it into their heads. I have obſerved rhat 
Plato*s manner of many ſhort and plain queſtions and anſvers to effect 
much 3 and likewiſe familiar fimilitudes from things within their own oc- 
_ Cupation and knowledge. And now to encourage them -to this toilſome 
work, I beſcech riem to conſider , that the Souls of theſe weak ſimple ones, 
colt our Saviour as dear, as thoſe of the Philoſophers, and therefore are 
as dear to him, yea it ſeems dearer, ſeeing, St. Paul tells us in the place before 
eited, that he calls more of them to Salvation 3 and therefore they ought 
to beas dear to our Saviours Miniſter, and to be chiefly called and ſought 
by them 3 and then they ſhall be ſure to have their reward from this our 
lowly Saviour. | 

Tn the laſt place, I conceive it neceſſary to conſider, what courſe may 
be taken to bring all to Catechiſing : for I have heard ſome Pious Mini- 
fters much coniplain, that they have uſed their utmoſt endeavours, yet 
cannot effect it: and it can never be expe&ed, that many of the Youth 
will come, unleſs compelled by Parents and Maſters; of whom many are 


focareleſs, many ſocovetous, as they think every hour loſt, which is not” 


ſpent on their worldly affairs : ſo that the Parents and Maſters need com- 
pulſion as well as their Children and Servants. And confidering how this 
neceſſary-work of Catcchifing hath been neglected fer many years. paſt, it 
is\much tobe feared that the aged need it as much as the youth, . But 
would Parerits and Maſters well conſider the great advantages that would 
accrue to them, even in their worldly concers, they would be very 
zealous to came themſelves, -and both ſceand hear their youth Catechized, 
and bred up in Picty and Godlineſs : the want whercof hath bred that 


great undutifulnc(s in children, that floth and falſencſs of ſervants, which 


wedſadly behold in this degencrated age. And let me mention once again 
the ſtrict account Parcnts and Maſters.muſt give to God for ſo great neglect 
to thoſe committed to their charge, Whercfore unlels fome fitter expe- 
dient can be found, I humb'y conceive it wou!d have ſome effe&, it ſuch 
careleſs Parents and Maſters were not admitted themſelves to the Holy 
Communion, who were faulty in this kind : for though many of them are 
not very zealous of the Holy Communion, and could eaſily paſs it by, yet 
' for reputation. fake they would. not cafily incur the being rcje&cd 3 and 
doubtleſs many of them would be moved thereby, and the example of tome 
would be followed by others, and fo by degrees the number would encreale : 
and when Catechizing by this means begins to grow in faſhion, it would 
quickly be taken up by all. God be mercitul to us, that Religion in many 15 
chiefly for faſhion ſake! yet T hope byGods afliſting grace, Religion beginning, 
| - 1 though 


RISE. 

though but in faſhion, would end at laſt in true Devotion, at leaſt in ma« 
r.), if not in all, However, it is good that God ſhould publickly be glo- 
rified, the-publick would ſpeed the better for it, though the private hypo- 
crites ſufler puniſhment in the end. God in his mercy turn theiz hearts that 
they may eſcape. | 
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Of Charch Government. 


Y laſt particular which remains yet to be handled, is that of the Au- 
M thority of Biſhops to govern as well as to ordain. And in the tirſt 
place,who can but wonder to fee men ſo zealous in aſſuming to themſelves 
the ſole power of Ordination, ſa much neglec, and even wholly abandon 
the power of the Keys, that of Excommunication, fo high and fo dread- 
ful ; which, though by great abulc in later times, is made very-contemp+ 
tible, yet in the original inſtitution and Primitive practice, was very terrible: 
A power to deliver men over unto Satan, that Prince of darknels, to take 
full poſſeſſion of their Souls, and ſometimes: of their Bodies allo, both be- 
ing ſentenced thereby to the everlafiing flames of Hcllz and likewiſe a 
power.to releaſe penitent Souls from the chains of darkneſs, and ſlavery of 
the Devil, and reſtore them to the glorious liberty of the Sons of God 
whereby they arc made Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven. It there be any 
thing under Heaven fit to ſtir up the Ambition of mortal men, yea an am- 
bition in Angels themſelves, ſure this isit. Who can forgive fins but God 
alone? ſaid the Fews to our Saviour Chriſt ſwelling with indignation 
againſt him for this, though they had ſePn many divine Miracles wrought 
by him, yet this is (6 peculiar, ſo tranſcendent a divine ac, as not to be 
offered at by any but the great God Febovah hiniſelt, But bleſſed for ever 
be this great and gracious God, who by his eternal Son Chriſt Jeſus hath 
given this power unto men. As his heavenly Father ſcent him with this 
power, ſoſent he his Apoliles with this power, {aying unto them, Whoſe. 
ſoever ſins ye remit they are remitted unta them, and whoſeſoever ſins ye retain 
they are retained ; Wherefore if there be any thing in the Office of a Biſhop 
to be ſtood upon and challenged peculiar to themſelves, certainly it ſhould 
be this; yet this is in a manner quite relinquiſhed unto their Chancellors, 
Lay-men, who have no more capacity to ſentence or abſolve a inner, then 
to diſſolve the heavens and earth, and makea new heaven and a newearth, 
and this pretended power of Chancellors is ſometimes purchaſed with a 
ſum of Money, their Mogey periſh with them, Good God ! what a hor- 
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rid abuſe is this of the Divine Authority. But this notorious tranſpreſſiot 
is excuſed, as they think, by this, that a Miniſter called the Biſhops ſurrogat, 
but is indeed the Chancellors ſervant, choſen, call'd, and placcd there by 
him,-to be his Cryer in the Court, no better, that when he hath examined, 
heard and ſentenced the Caule, then the Miniſter ( forſooth) pronounces the 
ſentence, Juſt as a Rector of a Pariſh Church ſhould exclude any of his 
Congregation, and locks him out of the Church, then comes the Clerk ſhews 
and gingles the Keys, that all may take notice that he is excluded. And by 
this his authority the Chancellor takes upon him to ſentence, not only Lay- 
men, but Clergy-men alſo brought into his Court for any delinquency, and 
in the Court of the Arches, there they ſentence even Biſhops themlelves: 
This is a common practiſe in later ages, but in St. Ambroſe his time fo great 
a wonder, as with amazement cryeth out againſt the Emperour Valentr- 
1ian, when he took upon him to judge in ſuch caſes, ſaying, Fhen was it ever 
beard of fince the beginning of the World,that Lay-men ſhould judge of ſpirituals, 
( he means in ſpiritual things, not in temporal things, which by the laws of 
God and man belongs to the Lay-Magiſtrate) This was that Ambroſe of 
whom the other great Emperour, as good as Great Theodofins 3 Father to 
this Valentizianafhirmed, Ambroſe only knew how to act the Biſhop, and 
with all Chriſtian humility this great Emperour ſubmitted to the ſentence 
of chis godly Biſhop, denying him entrance into the Church for the cruelty 
ated by his Soutdiers at Theſſaloxica by his command; and upon his great 
repentance and pennance performed fix months together, and after pubs 
lick confeſſion in the Church, was again abſolved and joyfully received 
iato the Church. Oh my Great and Reverend Fathers of the Church 
the Biſhops,- whom Chriſt hath cleaved to his high dignity, whom he hath 
madc Kings and Princes, whom he hath called to fit with him. on his 
Throne, there to give ſentence of eternal life, or eternal deathz can you 
ſo tamely part with this prime flower of your Crown, yea the very Apex of 
tt,and ſuffer the Lay-members of the Church to uſurp this divine authority? * 
Or how can you anſwer it to the chief Biſhop of our Souls, if any one Soul 
by the ill management of the Chanczlors ſhould certainly periſh ? ſhall 
not his blood Be required at your hands? But perchance fome of you will 
anſwer, *Tis no fault of yours, but of your predecefiors, who gave ſuch 
Patents unto them, as by vertue thereof they exerciſe this power, will ye 
nill ye.  *Tis too true, and I remember when the Biſhop of Fells, hearing 
" of a cauſe corruptly managed, and coming into the Court to reCtihe it, the 
Chancellor Dr. Dzke fair and mannerly bad him be gone, for he had no 
power there to a& any thing, and therewithall pulls out his Patent ſealed 
by the Biſhops Predcceflor, which like Perſeus's ſhield with the Gorgons had 
frighted the poor Biſhop out of the Court. Where are you Parliament men 
you great Sons of the Church fo zealous for Epiſcopal Government, yet 
{;fer this principal part of it to be thus alienated and uſurped by Lay-men g 
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If an unordained perſon take upon him to pray or preach, with what 'out= 
cries and ſevere Laws, and with great reaſon ajſo, you fall upon-him 3 but 
' If an unordained perſon take upon him-to judge, ſentence, and excom- 
- municate Biſhops themſelves, you calmly pals it over, take no. notice of 
it, You will anſwer me, The Biſhops themſclves paſs it over, yea and 
paſs it away from themſelves and their ſucceſſors, for togratihe their kinſ- 
men, or their friends or perahance for worſe, why then ſhould you ſtir in 
it, Truly -in' this you havereaſon, and the biame moſt wholly light - on 
them, who do not, uſe all poflible endeavours, and implore your athftance 
alſo to redifie this great abuſe, which ſubverts the main Pillar of the Church 
Government, this is no Ceremonial matter, but the very {ubſtance of it, 
they ſtrain at Gnats and ſwallow Camels. For Chancel:ors to intermeddle 
in Probats of Wills, payment of Tythes, or any other temporal matters» 
there is no Scripture nor Reaſon to commend 3: but rather to condemn, Bj- 
ſhops, ſhould they interpoſe in ſuch matters for which they have no com- 
- mitſion from Scripture, but rather a prohibition from that ſaying of our 
Saviour, Man who made me ajuage or divider over you ? but then it will 
be neceſſary that Chancellors have alſo. power of Temporal puniſtments, 
and not prophane that high and holy power in ſordid earthly things 3 cecr= 
tainly a greater prophanation than to convert a Church. into a_ Chandlers 
Shop 3: the Churchis a bulk of earthly materials, and holy only by dedica- 
tionz the power of its Keys Is inits own nature and original conſtitution 
Spiritual and Divine : If Vzza being no Levite ſuffered death for laying 
hold on the Sacred Ark of God to ſypport and hold it up, what ſhall 
he ſuffer who'being no Conlſecrated perſon, layes hold on the facred 
authority of - God to pull it down from Heaven to Earth ? Let them 


conſider. | 
Bur let not the Civilians for this account me an Enemy to their Profeſſion, 
which no man honours more, and I heartily wifh much more of our Civil 
matters were: committed to their management and judicature, The Civil 
Law is that whereby moſt of the civilized World is govern'd, and if we 
willhave commerce with them, *tis fit we ſhould have able Civilians to 
deal with them, which will never be unlcſs they have profitable and ho- 
nourableplaces to encourage them for it al! that I beg of them is, that 
they would contain themſelves within thets own Sphear of a&tivity,and not 
intrude into ſpiritual and ſacred matters, committed by Chriſt and his 
Apoltles to the Prieſthood,” And ſol beg of Prieſts, that they would not 
intexmeddle in Lay: and; Temporal Offices. In the time of Popery when 
Spiritual and Temporal affairs were all:intermingled and horribly confoun- 
dcd, as the-Pope took: upon him- Secular and Imperial authority, direQly 
contrary to the Word and Conſtitutions of Chriſt,ſo the Biſhops and Prieſts 
under him intermeddled in all Secular Afﬀairs and Offices, and. in this Na- 
tion Biſhops were frequently Lord-Keepers, Treaſurers, Chicf Juſtices, 
2, 9 4 | Vice- 
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Vice-Royes, what not ? which is ſtrangely un-Apoſtolicil and unlawful, | 
their vocation being wholly Spiritual, as Men choſen out of the World, 
ſhould have no more to do with it, than of meer neceility for tood and ray. 
ment; Wherefore to take upon him any Lay-Office, which muſt needs take 
them off much itrom the Minifiry of the Word and Prayer, is doubtleſs 
very finful : For As 6. we find the Apoſtles gave themſelves continually to 
theſe , and would not endure to have theſe interrupted by that charitable 
Office of taking care for the poor certainly then they would have much 
lefs endured 3 yea, abominated to be taken off by temporal and worldly Of- 
fices. Andon this occaſion, let me ſpeak a word to thoſe of the inferiour 
Clergy., who take upon them to ſtudy and praQice Phylick for hire, this 
muſt needs be likewiſe ſinful, as taking them off from their ſpiritual employ- 
ment; had they ſtudied Phyſick before. they entered Holy Orders, and 
would after make ufe of their skill among their poor Neighbonrs out of 
charity, this were commendable, but being entered on'a ſpiritual and pa- 
ſtoral Charge , 'which requires the whole man', and more to ſpend their - 
time in this , or any other ſtudy not ſpiritual, is contrary to their voca*- 
tion, and conſequently finful 3 and to do it for gain is ſordid , unworthy 
' their high and holy Calling, But Neceſſitas cogit ad turpia, | the mainte- 
nance of many Miniſters-isſo {mall , as it forces them--<ven -for food and 
rayment- to ſeek 1t. by other: Employment, - which "may in' ſome.mea- 
ſure excuſe them, but mightily condemn thoſe who ſhould!provide better 
for them : Whether this belongs not to King and Parliament, I muſt hamb- 
ly bcſeech them in Chrifts name (criouſly to conſider I crave pardon for 
this Thope uſeful) Digrefſion, and return-to the Biifinels of Excommuni- 
cation, Con ENS 7 to. TORIES 
"This Sacred Authority of Excommunication being committed by Chriſt 
to the Apoſtles, by them to their Succefſors, was: uſed in weighty and 
very ſcandalous matters, very tew examples of it in Scriptare : The ince- 
ſtuous Corinthian Hymenus and Alexander , ſcarce another clearly expreit. 
The Apoſtles being fully guided by the Holy Ghoſt in all things, did ex- 
erciſe this power lingly themſclves , but: the ſucceeding Biſhops, having 
:of the Spirit of that full meaſure, uſed the aſliftance of the principal Cler- 
gy in their Dioceſs , that the act might be more ſolemn and authentick 3 
the perſon excommunicated , if he conceived the act injurious, appealcd 
to one or more neighbouring Biſhops , who aſſembled together , and dif- 
cuſſing the matter,cither confirmed or reverſed the Act,as they found cauſe: 
And ſometimes the matter proceeded ſofar as to cauſe an Affembly of the 
whole Province, But cach Biſhop, or Prepoſitzs ( as St. Cyprian calls him, 
and declares,that he)was abſolute in his own Dioceſs to exerciſe his power, 
and none-condemned for uſing 'it , but ouly for abuſing it contrary to rea- 
ſon and conſcience; there were the only rulers they proceeded by at firfi, 
afterwardswhen Biſhops on this or other occaſions met in lg 
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vincial of General, they-made it divers Canons, which paſſed for Rules and 
Laws to govern the Church by, which doubtleſs are very good helps to 
bridlc the extravagant paſſhons of particular Men, very apt in this cor- 
rupt age to prevaricate 3 yet I cannot conceive them fo far oblidging but 
new emergent circumſtances may juſtly cauſe new and different Decrees 3 
yet ſo, as every particular Biſhop is oblidged for peace ſake to-ſubmit to, 
or at leaft to acquieſce in the General Deerce of that Nation where he lives, 


I ſaid, They are not_ bound entirely to ſubmit to the Decrces of* forrner 


Councils, either Provincial or General z becauſe,: as T have ſhewed before, 
all their Decrces are humane, not Divine 3 and all humane Eccleſiaſtical 
Laws are alterable, according to the time and occaſions by other General 
Councils. 

As to the bounds of cach Biſhops Diocels, they were occafioned by feveral 
wayes : The Apoſtles for the better ſpreading of the Goſpel, Preach't it 
tirſt in the principal Cities -which generally had;great influence upon the 
adjacent parts, by reaſon that the occafrons of moſt call- them thither 3 
and in theſe Cities they ſettled the chiet Paſtors of the Church , with power 
toordain Presbyters and Paſtors in other leſſer Cities and Towns round 
about,as the Congregations of the Faithful encreafed;and all thoſe Charches 
that were creed, and Paſtors eftabliſh't in them by theſe' Apoſtolick Men 
inthe-chief Cities ( I humbly conceive in reverence of, their worth and 
Apoftolick authority) were-freely obſervant and ſabje& to them, which 
afterwards out of cuſtom, grew into a kind of right challenged by their 
ſucceſſors. Sometimes the authority of the Paſtoror Biſhop of a City was 
enlarged according to the temporal authority ofithe fame, it being the Me- 
tropolitan of this or that Contrey 3 for ſo we find in the Conncit of Nice, 
and other Councils, the chiefeſt and Rrgeſt authority given 'to the Biſhop 


of ol4 Rome, becauſe it was the firft Imperial City to Conſtantinople as the 


{cond Imperial City, to Alexander as the chief City of that part of Africa, 
co Antioch, Jeruſalem, Epheſus, Corinth, Philip, &c, where you ſee that 
through Fernſalem were the firſt City from wheuce the Goſpel iſſued forth, 
Antioch the ſecond City where ' the Goſpel was planted , and: where the 
Faithful were firſt called Chriſtians; yet Rome, Conftantinople and Alexaxdria 


werepreferred before him, and had far larger Juriſdiction ( that it is a - 


meer humane temporal matter, and Men have nofarther obligation to it 
| inconſcience, than for Peace ſake and Order, whichin like manner obligcs 

every Man to beſabje& to all Magiſtrates within their reſpe@ive Juriſ- 
dictions. © oY | 4 
- There are yet two things more to be conſidered in this buſineſs. ' Firſt, 
Where the Apoſilce#firſt planted the Goſpel in Cities with authority over 
/ the adjacent parts, it was in rich populous Countries, where Cities were 
mach nearer together than in thefe Northern parts , and the circuit of each 
City was mnctrle(s in compa, fothat the Biſhop :might'well-have thein- 
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ſpecion intoall ,”and gnderſjand the behaviour of cach Paſtor under him 
to admioniſh and chaſiiſc when there was cauſe, Whereas with us partly 
by great diſtance of Cities , partly by the favour of former Princes, ſeveral 
Towns being caſt into one Dicce(s, they became ſo large, 'as*tis impoſlible 


'any one Biſhop ſhould have a ſufficient inſpecion into them. As I faid- 
| before of great Pariſhes , ſo here of Nioceſſes ,, the Biſhop knows not the 


names nor f3ces of half,or a quarter of them , much leſs their behaviour, he 
may have as well a part of Fraxce in his Dioceſs to gOVErn. And as for 
their Triennial and Circuity Viſitations, they lignitic juſt nothing as to 
this,*tis a meer money bulineſs to pay procurations to the Biſhop , fees to 
Chancellors, Regilters, &c. the Biſhop indced uſually makes a Speech unto 
them, anda Sermon is preach't by ſame one of them , wherein Perciuance 
g00d Admonitions are given z: but what knowledge can the Biſhop by this 
have of their lives, or doctrine, or diligence? Ifhe continue long there he 
may learna tew more names or faces, ſcarce any thing more. Ihumbly 
conceive this ought to be redrefled, and the Diocels brought into that com- 
paſs, that each Biſhop may be a Biſhop in Government, as well as in Title 
and; Authority over them, But, if the Dioccſlſes be divided le(s,and Biſhops 
more encreaſed where ſhall we have maintenance for ſo many Biſhops, ſome 
having too little already > When ever I ſhall ſee the Cler yy of this Nation 
Congregated by his Majeſtics, Authority, reſolved in good carncſt to reform 
and eſtabliſh all according to the holy Conſtitutions of the Primitive Times, 
and come to this laſt mentioned , contra&ing the bonds , and in number 
encreafing the Dioceiles ,-and Biſhops for-them , I'le undertake to propoſe 
wayes both rational and conſcientious of providing convenient maintenance 
forall 3 but I defire to beexcuſed at preſent, leali greedy Harpies make 
itl uſe of my zealous intentions, - | 

And fol proceed to conſider a ſecond abuſe in Church Government, 
which is, Exempt Juriſdictions, a thing altogether unknown to Antiquity 
and brought in by Papal Tirany.' The Popes at the height of their uſurped 
dominion, taking upon themſelves to be head of the Chriſtian Churches,to 
be the Univerſal Biſhop thereof, and all other to be but theix Curates, took 
then upon them alſoamong other matters,to excimpt from the power of any 
heir under Biſhops whamſoever they pleaſed. And out of policy to kave 
the more Creatures and Vaſſals immediately depending on them inevery 
Kingdom and Nation, to-ſtickle for them with Kings and Princes on all 
occa(tons,did for the mott part excmpt all Monaſtaries (who with their near 
Relations and Tenants made a great part of the Kingdom ) from the Juriſ- 
diction of the Biſhep; they excimpred alſo ſeveral Deans and Chapters, ſe. 
veral peculiar Chappels, ſeveral Arch-Deacons, and other, and ſome of: 
thele were endowed with Archiepiſcopal Juriſdiction in their Precinds, 
wherein they acted whatever they pleaſed, without controul of any bur 
their Popcſhips ; All which would have appearcd a. confuſed madneſs in: 
Pri- 
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Primitive times, whenfor any perſon to have beenont of the Juriſdiction 
of all Biſhops, was to have been quite out of the Church, and would have 
| been lookt upon asa Heathen and Infidel, according to the Primitive pra- 
ice in all Ages, till Papal uſurpation. ' And therefore all theſe Exempt 
_ Juriſdictions 'are meer Papal; and ifduely examined, will be found oppoſite 
£0 the eſtabliſhed-Laws of the Kingdom fince the reformation from Popery, 
as they are dired&ly oppoſite* to the Primitive Canons of the Church before 
 Popery was known or heard of. And by reaſon of theſe Exempt Juriſdictions 
great diſputes and great frauds ariſe between the Biſhop and them, andthe 
poor Clergy areſo pild and pold by them both, that they are forc*t to go in 
threadbare Coats, whilk the ſeveral Officers of both grow fat and fair by 
fees extracted from them. Wherefore I humbly conceive the Biſhops, with 
the reſt. of the Clergy 'are bound in conſcience to implore Afſiſtincs 6 
both Houſes of Parliament to Petition his Majeſty for' the redreſs of theie 
abulcs by Pious Laws , Setling the Church Government in the primitive 
purtiy and authority, which moſt evidently Mas very great,. and as greatly 
reverenced, Biſhops being the perſons to whom Chriſt and his Apoliles 
committed the Souls of Men, ' bought with the precious blood of Chriſt, 
to whom beglory, and to his holy 'Spoufe'the Church , be "all Sacred Au- 
thority for ever Amen. SB abs Is 
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A Charitable Admonition to all Wor- 
| (onformſts. 


F Y belovedin Chriſt , you ſee how: earneſtly: I have pleaded for you 
to the Fathers and Governours of our Church, that they would gra- 
ciouſly condeſcend to aboliſh ſome Ceremonies in the Church, that they may 
receive you intoitz but yet I have no great hopes that they will hearken 
to me, you-yourſelves for whom I. plead , deftroy.my hope 3 for they pres 
ſently daſh me in the teeth ſaying, go rather and per{ſwade the Sons in duty 
to ſubmit to their Fathers, then Fathers to yield to Sons 3 and can you de. 
ny but ofthe two you are rather to ſubmit ? You think to excuſe this by 
ſaying, Were it not againſt your Conſcience you would ſubmit,bat you dare 
not for fear of diſpleating God, his holy Word forbids you, I beſeech you 
ſhew me in his holy word any one clear ſentence, againſt any one Ceremony 
commanded in our Church 3 you ſee plainly I am not blaſt to any one_Ce- * 
remony , 
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remony; and I am ſureT have read the Scipture all over ſeveral] times, 
and I humbly conceive *tis no pride of heart, if I think I underſtand 
Scripture as wellas you; and for my part I cannot finde any one condemn- . 
ing Sentence in Scripture. But you have the-Spirit of God enlightening 
you, which I want 3 by this rule you may affirm any thing out of Scripture; 
and I ſhould be as mad in diſputing againſt you, as you in affirming it ; *tis 
madneſs for a blind man (as you-conceive me to be) todiſpute of colour, 
therefore if youare ſo void of all reafon, as to expect your bare affirmation, 
you that have. light, ought to convince all again-fayers, I ſhall not trouble 
my ſelf or you, to gainſay you farther, but addreſs my ſelf to others , who 
ſoberly undertake to ſhew me ſuch Texts, as an unbiaſt Chriſtian willing 
and defirous to ſubmit to all Scriprme Truths (as I am ſure I am) may dif- 
c- -erthe truth of them ; and I deſire thoſe ſober undertakers to ſhew me 
aty one ſuch clear Text to excuſe their non -forming , a3 I ſhew them for 
their conforming : S»xbmit your ſelves to every ordinance of man &c, x Pet. 2. 
13. and Obey themthat have the rule over you, and fubmit, Heb. 13, 17. Theſe 
are as car as the Sun, that vr ought to obey : Now if the Text you bring 
benot ſ{oclear bur doubtfull, E beſeech you is your confcience fo bold againſi 
a clear Text, and ſo timerous at a doubtfull Text, 1s this reliyion or reaſon ? 
15 it not apparently willfullneſs and faftion? I beſeech you my Brethren,take 
heed of thus diſſembling with God and the world, or take heed of giving 
'your ſelves up to theſe deluſions of a miſtaken ſpirit. Humility and Obe- 
dience are evident marks of the Spirit ; Learn of me, faith Chriſt, Math, 1 1. 
29. for T am meek, and lowly in Heart : God reſifteth the proud, and | aqgin grace 
tothe bumble. Wherefore I befecch you, firſt, put on the Lord Jeſus with all 
humility, that he may give you the grace ofhis holy Spirit , to diſcern clear. 
Truths, from conceited fancical errors. Secondly, I beſeech you conſider 
wh.creof the two it be nor ſafer to erre in the way of Humility, then 
toerre in the way ct Pride, which makes it doubly damnable, void of all 
excuſe, (I ſay this becauſe you think or pretend to think our way erroni- 
ous, not that I have any ſuch thought or doubt) whereas the Humble Soul 
hath great excuſe to plead 3 and if Charity cover a multitude of Sins , ſure 
Humility will cover ſome; a Soul clothed with Humility can't eafily be 
Cifpleaſing to our humble Saviour ; bur clothed with pride, can ſtarce be 
acceptable, but rather hateful, like the proud Phraiſee, with all his nu- 
werated Virtues; and my Brethren, *tis moſt evident your ſpirit fa- 
vours ſome what of the Phariſee, magnifying your own holineſs, and 
ceſpiſing alt others as Publicans and Sinners, and refuſing all communi- 
on with them ; whereas the Holy of Holies, our Lord Telus, choſe cheifly 
to conyerle with ſuch; really I can't but think your caſe very dangerous 
on this account only, were there no moreto accuſe you of. Thirdly, T be- 
ſeech you to cenſider the g1eat miſchief you bring upon this Church and * 
- Nation by your {eperation from the Church, You pretend to be ny” krea 
elots 
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_ Zelots againſt Popery, and yer' give me leaverd ſay, Your indſcreer dif- 
obedient Zeal mainly; brings3t!inz your ſeparation, and many: following 
diviſions 3 -have cauſemany to abhor,our Church ; and turn Popery ; and 
doubtleſs you are to bh an accoent to God: for the rui ne of thoſe Souls; 
for I can never yield that you have any reſonable and true conſcientious 
cauſe of ſeparation, but meerly miſtaken-reaſon and conſcience , Which FT 
much- pity, but no way approve ,.and therefore I muſt lay the advance of 
Popery.ro: your charge, to your [eparation , for-I am fiire *cisthe main ſhare 
wherewith they catch unſtable Souls, perſwading ther our Church is not 
guided by the Spirit of Truth, ſeeing it is confounded by the ſpirit of divi- 
ſion, it cannot be of God who iz both Verity and Unity, Now though it 
be: well known to the Learned, that their Church hath neither Verity 
nor Unity , yet this is.not diſcernable to weak Souls, efpecially here in this 
Country , where their:Churci1is under.a cloud , : and therefore their - foul 
ſpors nothing, ſo viſible.as abroad, where it- walks bare-faced; but arehere 
by their Prieſts elther with great confidence deny'd, or with great cunning 
- difguifed. 'Wherefore-again: I moſt earneſtly and: moſt humbly beſeech you 
for Jeſus ſake, put. on our LorgJeſlus in humility and obedince, ſubmit- 
fring your felves-to the Ordinances of thoſe Superiours and Powers which 
God -hath ſet over you; and If qut of meer. humility and obedience you 
copform , though you were :guilty: of ſome error (therein (CI am confi- 


dent'there is none, yet, were it{9t:)-my: Soul for yours, that guilt ſhall ne 
yen be laid to'your. charge by our molt gracious Saviour,” and moſt merci- 
ful] Judge Chriſt Jeſus our Lord ,- to: whom be all Honour and Glory tor 

ery Amen. CO SRO TIETT Sn fEFALT : Hs 
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_ Zelots againſt Popery, and yet give me leaveto fay, Your indſcreet diſ- 
obedient Zeal mainly. brings 1t'inz your ſeparation, and many! tol lowing 
diviſions z .have cauſed many tro a>hor,our Church; and turn Popery , and 
doubtleſs you are to hs an accoent to God. for the ruine of thoſe Souls; 
for I can never yield that you have any reſonable and true conſcientious 
cauſe of ſeparation , but meerly miſtaken-reaſon and conſcience , which 
much- pity, but no way approve , and therefore I muſt lay the advance of 
Popery to your charge, to ycur ſeparation, for-T am fiire *tisthe main ſnare 
wherewith they catch unſtable Souls, perſwading therti our Church is not 
guided by the Spirit of Truth, ſeeing it is confounded by the ſpirit of divi- 
ſion, it cannot be of God who is both Verity and Unity, Now though it 
be: well known to the Learned, that their Church hath neither Verity 
nor Unity , yet this is not diſcernable to weak Souls, ef ectally here in this 
Country , where their.Churchis under a cloud , and therefore their foul 
ſpots nathing, ſo viſible-as abroad, where it walks bare-faced, but are here 
by their Prieſts elther with great confidence deny*d, or with great cunning 
_ difguifed. Wherefore again: I moſt earneſtly and moſt humbly beſeech you 
for Jeſus fake, put on our Lord:;Jeſus in humility and obedince, ſubmit- 
fring your ſelves to the Ordinances of thoſe Superiours and Powers which 
God -hath ſet over you; and if qut of meer humility and obedience you 
conform , though you were :guilty of ſome error therein (I am conti- 


dent there is none, yet were it {&) my Soul for yours, that guilt ſhall ne- 
yer be laid to your charge by our molt gracious Saviour, and moſt merci- 
ful} Judge Chriſt Jeſus our Lord , to. whom be all Honour and Glory for 
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eery Amen. 
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